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The MOTTOES in EfigJi/b. 



Now 

And that F^Mks ti lb oft deceiv'd, 

l4t this Dp more your auwi with wonder fil; 

An boneft man yooll find a novice Ail. 

to. Vam white with fiiow SoroRt tow'n^ 
And now the fleecy load oVipow^ 
The laboring woodi. 

ti, Leam jnfticc fb difindy tangfit. 

82. AU laritics he boi^g^ and all niiift iell. 

I3. If nfdefi what yon do, the glory's fliame. 

Bat widi the Lote-eaters would needs ftmaiD, 

Nor offctum a thoi^ would entertain. f.^^j 

84» Becauie diou'ft rock'd my cradle, check*d my youth, 
And been my doft eompanidn iinoe Ibrfiioth; 
AVhen nnder i^ge I can no more be ftyPd, 
"With thee alone I ftill remain a child . 
Bat thee the fleward hatei^ thou worfl of pefls; 
And diee the butler, thee the honie deiefis: 
Still fioldii^ fpying, ikhing, loduDgoAA» 



»io The MOTTOES in Engli/h. 

I 

No. 

8y. TVithont a void in vain Love's arrows fly, 
And in contempt th' unlighted torches lie. 

Who cannot play, &om rural toils abftains, *\ 

Unknown to exerdfe, at reft remains; > 

I«ft lawful laughter Cau the circling fwains. p, $i,j 

95. By ftm;&«r by ^ Mois numbers-icaa. 

87. The envious, angry, idle, which you ta|ce. 
The drunken debauchee, or am'rous rake. 
There's none lb mad, but he may yet amend, 
To good advice if patl^t ear he lend. 

To quit the humble eround is now the aim^^ 

A^ ibar ajK)l^iV0n,3»e wiB^ of JRame. f-67* 

I ... 

88. "When be ^tobH iho \odflkjQeaSsi^s nane^ 
He dares leis 4i|m4i4 ffll^tt to hha^y 
Kor dreads the fbperftttious bigot's frown, 
"What words he finest wwoKtw. o^senowB 
Undaunted to exploj^ ci^tol^v^af^ 
Though coniecrated In a V^^imfk 

Sp. Hbw(weetitisiniea/Qa%iist^fei4( 

90. What toil in t^Miftt oiaWte Sun »..^, '- 

pi . How fond is ymMJb « BP**^^ fiaefsd to. qpwt, 
Which wifer age regards the laft relbrt. 

92f But now tte WMfis tibaoate jfflifi wn ^ 
And now ^e clarion's ihriller found. 

p3t I^'stfvkp»flKcaltiBds%eM^«iM^va^ 
To tfaoE wh^aflbqmtog.the hamcj^ddi 

04. ViQoripHiqre qawhifa'poiAi 



The MOTTOES in Englijb. an 

Ko. 

9f . Thoagh, loft In iophlftiy, I lately ftray'd 
Far from the fear of gods, nor auc'd their aid: 
Now Rea(bn'$ gales once more impel my min4 
My quitted courft the (kM, oouiie I find. 

^. >Vbat if a Plato\ miiie refjycmds the truth, 
Not age forgets the leflbns leam'd in youth. 

f 7. The times of levity and vice 

Firft lower'd facred wedlock's price; 
The ills that fifom this fountain flow, 
Have overwhelmed the high and low. 

98. AVhich not Sarmentus brook'd at Cefir't boaid. 
Nor grov'ling Gdba from his hau^ty loid. 

99. United genius makes mankind aeree; 

And like purfiiits conned kmg mends^ we fee : 
The country-iquirp with country-quires reibrts; 
The courtier's happinefi reiides in courts; 
The (bldier loves tne hardy ibo of war ; 
The iailor him that gaidei the (hip fixim far. 

too. The waggiih Flaccus on each vice is Cmarty 
And once admitted wantons round the heart. 

lox . In vain an Hybla ftore thou hop'ft to fee^ 

When with fuch thyme thou teed'ft th'^iMm bcSf 

102. With conftant motion thus the moments glide 
In running life, as {n the rolling; tide : 

For none can ftem by art, or fh>p by pow% 
The flowing ocean, or the fleeting hour; 
But wave by wave purfii'd arrives on flior^ 
And each im^'d behind impds before. 
So time on time revolvinjg we delcty ; 
So minutes follow, and io minutes fly. 

103. They know each bailie's iecrets, and axt(ca3^^ 
J04. 7:^elFxioiightlHitof hiiiiiafbftcm>>d&CTV 
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7am f ape noftrum decipi Fabullunij quid 
Mir arts f Aule ? Semper bonus homo tiro eft^ 

Mart, 



SUSPICION, however neceffary it may be 
to our fafe pafTage through ways befet oti 
all fides by fraud and malice, has been aK, 
ways coniidered, when it exceeds the com- 
mon meafures of prudent caution, as a token of 
depravity and corruption ; and an old Greek. \^\v- 
^ ter of icntentiou$ precepts has \a\d Ao^xv ^^ a 
' Vol. IV. A ^•axv^vtw^ 



1 The R A M B L E R. N079. 

ftanding maxim, That he who believes not another on 
his oat by knows himfelf to be perjured. 

We can form our opinions of that which we 
know noty only by placing it in comparifon with 
fbmething that we know. Whoever therefore is 
over-run with fufpicion^ and detecfls artifice and 
fh^tagem In every propofal, muft either have 
learned by experience the wickednefs of mankind, 
and been taught to avoid fraud by having often 
been deceived ; or he muft derive his judgment 
from the cOnfcioufnefs of his own difpoficion, and 
impute to others the fame inclinations which he 
feels predominant in himfelf. 

To learn caution by turning our eyes upon life, 
and obferving the arts by which negligence is fur- 
prifed, timidity overborn, and credulity amufed, 
requires great latitude of converfe, and long ac- 
quaintance with bufinefs, or uncommon a(5tivity 
of vigilance, and acutenefs of penetration. When 
therefore a young man, not diftinguilhed by fu- 
perior vigour of intelledt, comes into the world 
full of fcruples and diffidence ; makes a bargain 
with many provlGonal limitations ; hefitates in his 
anfwer to a common queftion, left more (hould be 
intended than he can immediately difcovcr ; has a 
long reach in detcding the projects of his ac- 
quaintance ; confiders every carefs as an a<5t of hy- 
pocrify ; and feels neither gratitude nor affedion 
from the tendernefs of his friends, becaufe he be- 
lieves no one to have any real tendernefs but for 
himfelf; Awhatever expedations this early faga- 
city may raife of his future eminence or riches, I 
can feldom forbear, to coniider him as a wretch 
incapable of gcDcroiity or benevolence^ as a vil- 
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lain dvT^J^iJ^axToff above the need of common 
opportunitiesi and gradual temptations. 

• 

Upon men of this clafs^ inftro^ion and admo- 
nition arc generally thrown away ; becaufe they 
confider artifice and deceit as proofs of underfland- 
ing. They ane mifled at the (ame time by the two 
great feducers of the world. Vanity and Intereft ; 
and not only look upon thofe v/ho Si6t with o* 
penneTs and coofidenoey as condemned by their 
principles to obfcurity and want, but as contemp* 
tibk tor narrowncTs cf comprehenfion^ fliortnels of 
viewS| and ilownefs of contrivance. 

The world has been long amufed with the men* 
tion of policy in public tranfidtions, and of art in 
private aflPairs ; they have been confidered as the 
tScAt of great qualities, and as unattainable by 
men of the common level. Yet I have not found 
many performances of either art or policy that 
required uncommon efforts of the mind, or might 
not have been cffe&cd by falichood and impudence, 
without the adidance of any other powers. To 
profefs what he does not mean, to promife what 
he cannot perform, to flatter ambition with pro- 
fpcdts of promotion, and mifery with hopes of re- 
fief ; to footh pride with appearances of fubmif- 
fion, and appeafe enmity by blandifhments and 
bribes, can furely imply in any man nothing more 
or greater than a mind devoted wholly to its own 
purpofes, a face that cannot blufh, and a heart 
that cannot feel. 

Thefc practices arc fb mean and bafe, that he 
who find* in himfelf no tendency to \ifc vVvtra^ cwv- 
not e^fy believe tfnat they are confidcxed >a^ ovVet%. 

j\ 2 NVVCtV 
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"With lefs deteftation ; and he therefore fufFering 
himfelf to dumber in fa](e fecurity^ becomes a prey 
to thofe who value themfolves upon knowing 
how to (leal upon his fleep, and exult in the fuc- 
cefs which they could never have obtained, had 
they not attempted a man better than themfelves, 
who was hindered from fufpicion of their purpofe^ 
not by folly^ but by innocence. 

Sufpicion is indeed a temper (6 uneafy and rel- 
iefs, that it is very juftly appointed the concomi- 
tant of guilt. It is faidy that no torture is equal 
to the inhibition of fleep long continued ; a pain, 
to which the ftate of that man bears a very exadl 
analogy, who dares never remit his vigilance, or 
give reft to his circumfpedtion, but confiders him- 
lelf as furrounded by fecret foes, and fears to en- 
trufi: to his children/ or his friend, the fecret tliat 
throbs in his bread:, and the anxieties that break 
into his face. To avoid, at this expence, thofe 
evils to which eafinefs and fenfibility might have 
expofed him, is furely to buy fafety at too dear a 
rate, to die left he (hould be killed, and, in the 
language of the Roman fatyfifk, to fave life by lofing 
all for which a wife man would live. 

In the diet of the German empire, as we are told 
by CamerariuSf when the princes were difplaying 
their riches and felicity, each boading the particu- 
lar advantages of his own dominions ; one of them, 
who podeded a country not remarkable for the 
grandeur of its cities, or the fertility of its foil, 
when it came to his turn to fpeak, and the red were 
Jidening, perhaps between pity and contempt, de- 
clared, in honour of his territories, that he coukl 
fraveJ through them without a guard, and, when 
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be was weary> fleq> in ikfety upon the lap of the 
firft man whom he (honkl meet : a commendation 
which wonld have been ill exchanged for the boaft 
ofpalacesy paftares^ orifareams. 

Nor is fufpicion Icfs an enemy to virtue than to 
happinefs. He that is already corrupt, is naturally 
fuipicious; and he that becomes fufpicious^ will 
quickly be corrupt. It is too common for men to 
learn the frauds by which themfelves have fuffered ; 
and when they are once perfuaded that deceit will 
be employed againft them, they fometimes think 
the fame arts j unified by the neceility of defence. 
Even thofc whofe virtue is too well edablifhed to 
give way to example, or be fhaken by fophiftry, 
muft yet find their love of mankind diminifhed with 
their efteem, and grow Icfs zealous for the fafety 
and happinefs of thofc by whom they fufpedl their 
own fafety or happinefs endangered. 

Thus we find old age, upon which fufpicion has 
for the moft part been, by long intercourfe with 
the world, inflexible and fevere, not eafily foften- 
ed by fubmillion, melted by complaint, or fubdued 
by fnpplication. Frequent experience of counter- 
feited miferies, and dillembled virtue, have in time 
overcome that difpofition to tendernefs and fympa-r 
thy, which is fo powerful in our younger years ; 
and thofe that happen to petition late for compaf- 
fion or- afliftance, are fuffered to languifh without 
regard, and perifh for the crimes of thofe who 
have formerly been found undeferving or ungrate- 
ful. 

Hiflorians are certainly chargeable vilth vV«. der 
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pravadon of mankind, when they relate, without 
ceufure, thofe ftratagems of war by which the vir- 
tues of an enemy are engaged to his dedruAion* 
A (hip comes before a port, weather-beaten and 
(battered ; and the crew implore the liberty of re- 
pairing their leaks, fupplying themfelves with ne- 
ceflaries, or burying their dead. The humanity 
of the inhabitants inclines them to confent. The 
(Grangers enter the town with weapons concealed, 
and on a fadden fall upon their benefadors, de- 
ftroy thofe that make refiflance, and become ma- 
ilers of the place. They return home rich with 
plunder ; and their fuccefs is recorded to encourage 
imitation. 

But furely war has its laws, and ought to be 
conduced with fome regard to the univerfal intereft 
of man. They may juftly be purfued as enemies 
to the general community of the world, who fuffer 
hoflility to vacate the eternal and unalterable laws 
of right ; and purfue their private advantage by 
means, which, if once eftablifhed and allowed, 
ronft deftroy all benevolence, cut off from every 
man the hopes of afEdance of another, and fill the 
world with rage that cannot be appealed. What- 
ever is thus gained, ought to be reftored ; and thofe 
who could conquer by fuch treachery, fhould be de- 
nied the protection of their native country. 

Whoever commits a fraud, is guilty not only of 
the particular injury to him whom he deceives, but 
of the diminution of that confidence which confli- 
tutes not only the eafe but the exiftence of fociety ; 
and he that fu^ers by impofture, has too often his 
virtue more impaired than bis fortune. But as it 

is 
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IS neceflary not to invite robbery by fupincncfs, it is 
our duty not to fupprefs tendemefs by fufpicion ; 
for it is better to fuffer wrong than to do it, and 
happier to be fometimet cheated than not to trulh 
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Fidfs ut olid pet nhe candidum 
Sora^e, nee jam fuftineant onus 
Stha lahrantes, 

HoR. 



AS Providence has made the human (bul an 
adive being, always impatient for novelty, 
and (Iruggling for fomething yet unenjoyed, 
with reliefs defire and unwearied progrefEon \ the 
world feems to have been eminentty adi^pieA xo ^\% 
VoL,JV. B fiv^^oWvwk 
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difpofition of the mind, and formed to raife new 
expedations by conftant vi^flitudeSy and obviate 
faticty by perpetual change. 

Where-ever we turn our eyes, we find ibmething 
to revive our curiofity, and engage our attention. 
In the duflc of the morning we watch the rifing of 
the fuQ, alid fee the day diverfify the clouds, and 
open new profpedls in its gradual advance. Af- 
ter a few hours, we fee the (hades lengthen, the 
light decline, and the i1<y refigned to a multitude 
of fhlning orbs, difFering in magnitude and fplen*- 
•dour. The earth has a new appearance as we 
move upon it ; the woods offer their (hades, and 
the fields their harvefts ; the hill flatters with aa 
cxtenUve view, and the Valley invites with fhelter, 
fragrance, and. flowers. 

The poets have numbered among the felicltie* 
of the golden age, an exemption from the change 
of (ea(bns, and a perpetuity of fpring : but I am 
not certain, that in this (late of imaginary happi- 
nefs they have made fufRcient protifion for that 
infatiable demand of new gratifieations, which 
feems particularly to charafterize the nature of 
man. Our (enle of delight is in a great meafure 
comparative ; and arifes at once from the fen fa- 
tions which we feel, and thole which we remem- 
ber. Thus ea(e after pain for a time is pleafore ; 
and we are very agreeably recreated, when the bo- 
dy, chilled with the weather, is gradually recover- 
ing its natural tepidity : but the joy ceafes when 
we have forgot the cold ; and we muft fall below 
ea(e again, if we defire to rile above it, and pur- 
chafe new felicity by voluntary pain. It is thcre- 
forc not iiojikelj, that however the fancy may be 
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atnufed with the delcription of regions, in which 
no wind is beard but the gentle zephyr, and no 
Icenes are difplayed but vallies enamelled with un- 
fading flowers, and woods waving their perennial 
verdure, we /hoold foon grow weary of uniformi- 
ty, find our thoughts iangoiCb for want of other 
objed$ and employments call on lieaven for our 
wonted roMnd of feaibns^ and think ourfelves libe- 
rally recompenfed for the inconvcnicncies of fum- 
mer and winter, by new perceptions of the calm- 
nefs fmd mildnefs of the intermediate variations. 

ft 

Every ieafon has its particular power of (Iriking 
the mind. The nakednefs and afpcrity of wintry 
nature always fills the beholder with pcnfive and ^ 
profound ailonilhroent : as the variety of the fcene 
is leilened, its grandeur is increafed, and the mind 
is fwelled at once by the mingled ideas of the pre* 
fent and the pad ; of the beauties which have va- 
niOied from the eyes, and the wade and defolation 
which are now before them. 

It is obferved by Alilton, that he who negle^s to 
viiit the country in fpring, and reje^s the pleafures 
that are then in their firii bloom and fragrance, is 
guilty oi fullennefs againft nature. If we allot dif- 
ferent duties to different feafons, he may be char' 
ged with equal di(bbedience to the voice of nature, 
who looks on the bleak^ hills and leaflefs woods 
without ferioufnefs and awe. Spring is the feafon 
of gaiety, and winter of terror. In fpring the 
heart of tranquillity dances to the melody of the 
groves, and the eye of benevolence fparklcs at the 
fight of happinefs and plenty, li) the winter, com- 
pafFion molts at univerfal calamity ) xVv^ vi9i\^^\v^ 

B 2 ^^ 
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at the mailings of hunger^ and the cries of the 
creation in difb-efs. 

There is indeed in moft iliinds very little incli- 
nation to indulge heavinefs and forrow ; nor do I 
recommend them beyond the degree neceffary to 
maintain in its full vigour that habitual fympathy 
and tendernefs, which^ in a world of fo much mi- 
fery, is neceflary to the ready difdiarge of the 
moft important duties. The winter therefore is 
generally celebrated as the proper feafbn for do-' 
roe(!ic merriment and gaiety ; and we are feldom 
invited by the votaries of pleafure to look abroad 
for any other purpofe, than that we may fhrink 
back with more fatisfadtion to our coverts ; and 
when we have heard the howl of the tempeft^ and 
felt the gripe of the fro(l> congratulate each other 
with more gladnefs upon a dole room, an eafy 
chair, a high-piled fire, and a fmoaking dinner. 

There are indeed now natural incitements to 
jollity and converfation. Differences, we know, 
are never fo effedlually laid aileep, as by fome 
common calamity ; and an enemy unites all to 
whom he threatens danger. The rigour of winter 
brings generally to the fame fire*iide thofe who, 
by the oppofition of their inclinations, or the dif- 
ference of their employments, moved in various 
directions through the other parts of the year; 
and when they have met, and find it their mutual 
intereft to remain together, they endear each other 
by mutual compliances, and often wifli for the 
continuance of the focial feafon^ with all its bleak- 
nefs and all its feverities. 

To the men of (ludy and imagination the win- 
ter* 
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ter is generally the chief time of labour. Gloom 
and filence produce compofure of mind^ and con*- 
centration of ideas, and theprivation of external 
pleafure naturally caufes an em>rt to find entertain- 
ment within. This is the time in which thofe 
whom literature enables to find amufements fiar 
themfelves, have more than common convidtions 
of their own happioefs. When they are con- 
demned by the elements to retirement, and de« . 
barred from rooft of the diverfions which are call* 
ed in to aillft the flight of time, they can always 
find new fubjeds of inquiry, engage their pafiions 
in new pnrfuits, and preferve themfelves from that 
wearinefs which hangs always flagging upon th« 
vacant mind. 

It cannot indeed be expedted of all to be poet» 
and philofophers, deeply verled in fciences, or 
much engaged in any refearches into pad or di- 
(bnt tranfadtions. It is naceflary, that the greateft 
part of mankind (hould be employed in the trivial 
Dufinefs of common life ; trivial indeed, not with 
fefpedl to its influence upon our happinefs, but of 
the abilities reqoifite to condudt it. Thefe mufl 
neceflarily be more dependent on accident for the 
means of fpending agreeably thole hours which 
their employment leaves unengaged, or which the 
imbecillity of nature obliges them to allow to re- 
laxation and diverfion. Yet on thefe I would 
willingly imprefs fuch a fenfe of the value of time, 
as may incline them to find out for their mod care- 
lefs hours fome amufement of more ufe and dignity 
than the common games, which not only weary 
the mind without improving it, but drengthen the 
paflions of envy and avarice, and often lead to 
fraud and to profufion, to corruption and to ruin. It 
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1$ qnwortby of a realbnahle bdog, to fpend any of 
the little time allotted us, without fome tendency, 
either direct ot oblique, to the end of our exiA- 
eoce. And though every roonqeot cannot be laid 
out on the formal and regular improvement of our 
knowledge, or in the dated pra^jce of a moral or 
religious duty, yet none fhou^ be. fo fpent as to 
CHclude wifHom or virtue, or pafs without pofTibi- 
lity of qualifying us more or l^k fpr the better 
cjfoployment of tbofe which are to ^opsie. 

It is (carcely poflible to pafs an hour in honeft 
converfation, wkhout bein^ able, when we riie 
from it, to pleaie ourielves with having given or 
received fbme advantages : but a man may (hu£ie 
cards or rattle dice from noon to midnight, with- 
out tracing ^py new idea in his^ ittijAd, or being 
able to recpiledl the day by any other token Jbut 
his gain or lofs, and a confufod remembrance of 
agitated paiHons and clamorous altercations. 

However,^ as experience is always of more 
weight than precept, any of my readers who arc 
contriving how to fpend the dret^ry months before 
them, may ConGder which of their paft amufe- 
ments fill them no\v with greateft iatisfadion, and 
refblve to repeat thofe gratificatipns of which the 
pleafure is moil durable. 
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ViRG. 

Mong other queftions which have been long 
difcufled in the world, without any ap- 
proach to deciiion, may be numbered the 
precedency or fuperior excellence of one virtue to 
another ; which has furnifhed a fubjedt of debate to 
thofe whofe leifure fcnt them o\il ItiVovVvtvcvvX- 
VoL.lV. C Vfi»s\ 
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ledlual world in (earch of employment, and who 
have perhaps been fbmetimes with- held from at- 
tending to the pradlice of their favourite duty, by 
their zeal for its advancement^ and diligence in its 
celebration. 

The intricacy of this quedion may be alledged as 
^ proof of that tandernefs for mankji^d whk^ 
Providence has^ I think, univerfally difpkyed, by 
ipaking attainments eafy in proportion as they are 
nece/Tary* That all the duties of morality ought 
to be pradiied, is without difEculty dticoverable ; 
becaufe ignorance or uncertainty would immediate- 
Jy involve the world in confufion and dillrefs ; but 
which duty ought tQ be mail efteemed or praifed, 
we may debate, without much inconvenience, fo 
all be diligently performed as there is opportunity 
or need : for upon practice, not upon opinion, 
depends the happinefs of mankind ; and contro-* 
verfies merely fpeculative are of fmall import- 
^ce in theinielvet, howeter they may have K>me* 
times heated a difputant, or provoked a ^dlion. 

Of the divine author of our religion it is imppf* 
fible to perufe the evangelical hlQories, withput ob- 
ierving how Kttle he fiivoured the vanity of inqui- 
fitivenefa; how much more rarely he condefcended 
to (atisfy curiofity, than to relieve didrefs ; and 
how much he denred, that his followers fhould ra- 
ther excel in goodnefs than in knowledge. His 
precepts tend immediately to the roflificatbt^ of the 
moral principles, and diredlion of daily condudi: ; 
without odentation, without art ; at once irrefra- 
gable and plain, fuch as well- meaning llmplicity 
i$uik alway$ underftand, and of which, we cannot 

miilake 
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miftake the meaning, but when we are afraid to 
find it. 

The meafare of Juftice prefcribed to us» in our 
traniadtons with others, is remarkably clear and 
comprebeniive : fFhat/oeverye would that menjbould 
do unto you f evenfo do unto torn* A law by whicl^ 
every claim of right may be immediately adjulled^ 
aa far as the private conicience requires to be in- 
formed ; a law, of which every man may find the 
expofition in his own bread, and which may al^ 
ways be obferved by honefty of intention, and pu- 
rity of will. 

Over this law indeed fome men have been fubtte 
enough to throw miils, which have darkened their 
own eyes, and found means of perplexing that uni* 
verial principle upon wliich every queflion of juft- 
Ice, between one man and another, is to be de- 
cided. They have inquired, whether a man con- 
icioua to hirofelf of unreafonable deflres, be bound 
to gratify them in another i But furely it requires 
not long deliberation to conclude, that the diefires 
which are to be confidered as the mcafure of julU 
ice, muft be fuch as we approve ; that we ought 
to pay no regard to thofe expedtations in another, 
Which we condemn in ourfelves, and which, how* 
ever they may intrude upon our imagination, we 
know it our duty to reCft and fupprels* 

One of the mod celebrated cafes which has been 
produced as requiring fome fkill in cafuidry to ad« 
apt it to this great rule, is that of a criminal dik- 
ing mercy of his judge ; who cannot but know, that 
if he was in the date of the fuppllcant^ he (^ovA.4 
dcfire thar jpardoo which he now dem^^i *1^^^ ^^^" 

C 3 t<w\M 
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ficulty of this fappofition will vanifh, if we remem- 
ber that the parties are in reality, on one fide the 
criminal, and on the other the community^ of 
which tiie magiftrate is only the minifter, and by 
which he is entrafted with the public (afety. The 
magiftrate therefore, in pardoning a man unworthy 
of pardon, betrays the truft with which he is in- 
vefted, gives away what is not his own, and, with- 
out queftion, does to others what he would not 
that others (hould do to him. Even the commu- 
nity, whofe right is ftill greater to arbitrary grants 
of mercy, is yet bound by thole laws which regard 
the great republic of mankind ; and cannot J uftify 
luch forbearances as may promote wickednels, and 
leflen the general confidence and Security in which 
all have an equal intereft^ and which all are there- 
fore bound to maintain. For this reafon no ftate 
has a right to eredt a general fandtuary for fugitives, 
or give protection to fuch at have forfeited their 
lives by crimes againft the laws of common mora- 
lity, equally acknowledged by all nations ; becaufo 
none can, without infradion of the univerfal league 
of fixial beings, incite, by profpedts of impunity 
and fafety, thole practices in another dominion^ 
which they would themlelves punifii in their own. 

One occafion of nncertainty and hefitation in 
thole by whom this great rule has been commented, 
and expanded, is the confufion of what jhe cafuifts 
are careful to diftinguilh, debts of jujticey and 
dehti of charity. The immediate and primary in- 
tention of this precept, is, to eftabiifh a rule of 
juftice for the tribunal of confdence; and I know 
not whether imagination, or fophiftry, can ftart a 
liiT^Je difficulty to retard its application, when it 
/> thu% expreifed and exp\caiicA» Let roerj man <fc. 
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hnwUthe the dam ofrigkiwUcb ieJhouU thrnkjufl 
in tbt jame cafi. 

The difcharge of the debts of eiaHtjj or duties 
which we owe to others not merely as required by 
JoCHce, but as didated by benevolence, adtttus^in. 
Its own nature greater complication of cif(5Di6feA'^ ^ 
ces, and greater latitude of choice. Jufticift'I^itfdifSHi 
peniably and univerfally neceflary ; and what is ne'-^^ 
ceflary, muft always be limited^ uniform, and di« 
fiindt. But beneficence, though in general equally 
required by our religion, and equally needful to the 
conciliation of the dnrihe favour, is yer, for the 
mod part, with regard to its fingle ads, elective and 
voluntary. We mav certainly, without injury to 
oar fellow-beings, allow in the didribution of kind* 
nefs fbmething to pur a£PeAions, and change the 
meafnreof our liberality according to our opinions 
and profpefts, our hopes and &ars. This rule 
therefore is not equally detierminate and abfolute 
with refpeA to offices of kindnefs and ads of libe- 
rality ; becaufe liberality and kindnefs, abfblutely 
determined, would lofe their nature ; for how could 
we be called tender, or charitable, for giving that 
which we are pofitively forbidden to with -hold ? 

Yet even in adjuding the extent of our benefi- 
cence, no other meafure can be taken than this 
precept affords us : for we can only know what o- 
thers fufier or want, by confidering how we fhould 
be afifeded in the fame (late ; nor can we propor- 
tion our afljftance by any other rule, than that of 
doing what we (hould then exped from others. It 
indeed generally happens, that the giver and re- 
ceiver differ in their opinions of gictveTofiV.^ \ ^^^ 
the fame partUlity inclines one to Wgjt t».v^^^- 
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lionti and the other to fpariog dilbibutions. Per- 
haps the infirmity of human nature will fcarcely 
fuffer a man groaning under the prefTure of diftrefs, 
to judge rightly of the kindnefs of his friends^ or 
to tfaiiUL thev have done enough till bis deliverance 
is compteteif. It is therefore apparent, that not 
what we (hoold hope, hut what we could demand 
from others, .we are obliged to perform ; flnce, 
thoqgh we can eafily know how much we might 
daim, it is impoifible to determine what we fhouid 
hope. 

Bat in all inquiries concernbg the pradice of 
volnntary and occafional virtues, it is fafeft for 
minds not opprefled with fuperftitious fears, to de-^ 
termine aga'mft their own inclinations, and fecure 
themfelves from deficiency, by doing more than 
they believe (faridly neceflary. For of this every 
man may be certain, that if he were to exchange 
conditions with his dependent^ he (hould exped 
more than, with the utmoft exertion of his ardour, 
be now wiU prevail upon himfelf to perform ; and 
when onr reafbn has no fettled rule, and our paf- 
fions are flriving to mifkad us, it is furely the part 
of a wife man to err on the fide of fafety. 
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Mart* 

n'th RAMBLER. 

S IX^ 

ISuppofe it wUl n/ot \fc neceflary to foEcit yQ^f 
good will by «ny formal preface or apology^ 
when I have informed you, that I have lon^ 
been Icnown in the world of learning, as the mpflt 

laborious and zealom vutnofQ t)iU dx^ l^lftlto^X ^V^ 
Vol. IV. D \fla 
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has had the honour of producing; and that the in- 

conseniencies which I now fuffer, have been 
brought upon me ', >* an unejQlrgDilhable ardour 
of curioCcy, and an unlhaken perfeveraace in the 
acquiHtion of all the produAioni of art and na- 



Jt was oblerved, from tny entrance into the 
world, that I had fomething uncommon in my 
difpofilion ; and there appeared in me very early 
tokens ot^enius, fupenorto the bulk offnankind, 
I was always an enemy to trifles, end threw away 
my rattle at the time when other children but be- 
gin td fliakd.it... I "jas particularly fond of my 
ei5fil, b'lit'wbuTd never fuffer my huife to ring the 
bells. As I grew older, I was more thoughtful 
and ferlous; and, inttead ofamufing myfelfwith 
puerile diverlions, made coUeftions of natural 
rarities ; and never walked into the Gelda without 
fcringing^'fiotiie ftones of remarkable forms, or in- 
fefis of fame uncommon fpecies. I never entered 
an old houfe, from which T did not lake away 
fome painted glaft ; and oiten lamented, that I was 
not one (/{ that happy eeneratipn who deniolilhed 
, the conVents-and monalteries> and broke windows 
Itf law, , 



knowled£e,*'t palled my voutli with very little dif- 
turbnnce Irom palTions and appetites ; and, having 
j]0 pleafure in the company of boys and girls, who 
talked of plays, politics, fafhions, or love, lear- 
ned on my ijiquirlea with incc/Tant diligence, and 
itsi amafled more Itones, mofTes, and (hells, than 
_pre to be foilnd in many celebrated colleflions, at 
Jiff sge in whidi the g^cattft fait of young men 
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are ftudyin/; under totors^ or endeavouring to re- 
commend themfclves to notice by their drefs, their 
air, and their levities, 

1 

When I was two and twenty years old, I be* 
came, by the death of my father, poiTeiled of a 
fmail eftate in land, with a very large fum of 
money in the public funds ; and mull confefs that 
J did not much lament him : for he was a man of 
mean parts ; bent rather upon growing rich thaa 
wife ; and once fretted at the expcnce oF only tea 
ihillings, which he happened to overhear me of- 
fering for the IHng of a hornet, though it was a 
cold moid fummer, in' which yery few hornets had, 
been (een. He often recommended to me the ilu- 
dy of phydc ; in whid), faid he, you may at once 
gratify your curiofity after natural hiHory, and in- 
creale your fortune by benefiting mankind, I 
heard him, Mr Rambler, with pity; and, as 
there was no profped of elevating a mind formed 
to grove], fu£fered him to plcafe hirafelf with ho- 
ping that I (hould fometime follow his advice : 
for you know that there are men, with whom, 
when they have once fettled a notion in their 
heads, it is to very little purpofc to difpute. 

Being now left wholly to my own inclinations, 
I very foon enlarged the bounds of my curiodty^ 
and contented mylelf no longer with fuch rarities 
as required only judgment and indullry, and when 
once found, might be had for nothing. I now turn- 
ed my thoughts to exotics and antipes ; and became 
fo well known for my generous patronage of inge- 
nious men, that my levee was croudcd with vi- 
fitants ; fome to fee my mufcum *, ^^^ q^^\^ 

D2 "^^ 
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to iQcreafe its treafutts, by felllfi^ Itat tvKateiyer 
Ihey bad brought from othtr cdntitiieii. 

I bad always a contempt of that narrownefs of 
Cbnceptfon which cohtent^ itfeif lifitfa ctktHvating 
totot tingle corner of the field of fcience ; I^took 
Ae whole region into my view, ated wi(hed k of 
jtt greater extent. Bat no man'k power tan bt 
Cqnal to his will. I was fercH to proceed by flo\V 
iSegretif and to parchafe what chance or kindneft 
fcappebled to prelent. I did nOt, however, prO- 
ttea without fome defign, or imitate the indiferr- 
tion of thole, who begin a dmuland colledioAS^ 
imd finifh none. Having bei?n always a lover of 
leooraphy, 1 determined to colled the mapd Aadfe 
Si me mde and barbarous times, before any f^^^ 
lar furveys or juft obfervations ; and have, it a 
{reat expence, brought together a volume, in 
which perhaps not a fingle country is laid dbwft 
According to its true fituation, and from which 
lie that defires to know the errors of the ancient 
geographers, may find ample information. 

I did not fuflTer myfelf, however, to negleA th'e 
products of our own country ; but as Jifred recei- 
ved the tribute of the fTeicb in wolves' heads, I al- 
iowed my tenants to pay their rents in butterflies, 
till I had exhaufted the papilionaceous tribe. I 
then directed them to the pm'fuit of other animals ; 
^nd obtained, by this eafy method, moft of the 
grubs and infers, which land, air, or water, can 
Supply. I have three fpecies of earth-worms not 
known to the naturalifts, have dtfcovered a new e- 
phemera, and can fhew four wafps that were taken 
torpid in their winter-cj^uarters. I have, from my 
own grouadj the longeft \Aad^ qI ij^^% vx^^ ^^- 
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Wd I atii Mc^ iie£6pied> i« a hftlf-jrnir'k reftt for 
a field of wheat, aki ear contaibifig ftiMre gniai 
than have been feen before upon a lingle fiem. 

OWt <af my tenanta fo much ftegiedcd his owft 
lAlttvft^ iis to fiipply me, in a whote fammery with 
only tare horfe-fliea> and thoTe of little mote than 
thfc ciMMDon Ott s and I was upon the brink of 
mtaiag for an«ars> when his good fbrtufte threw t 
^fhiie mole la his way ; fof %hkh he was not o&«- 
ly Cot]^veB> bit rewarded. 

Thele ho^tefer were ^tty adqoifitionay and 
ttude at fibaH expeace ; nor fhoald I have ventu- 
ted to l«fik myself among the virtuofi without bet- 
ter claiina. I have (bff^red nothing worthy the re» 
)g|Md of ± wife man to cfcape my notice. I have 
YMhiAaA the old and the new world, and been 
equally attentive to paft ages and the prcfent. For 
the Slldhation of ancient hi((oryy I can (hew a 
taafc)>le^ of which the inicription, though it is not 
Itow legihfey appears, from fome broken tvraains of 
the letters, to have been Ttt/cany and therefore pro* 
hably engraved bcfbiie the foundation of Rom&» I 
hate two pieces of porphyry foand among the 
tuins of Epbefus^ and three letters broken off by 
« lear^ traveller, from the infcriptions at Perfi' 
foils ; a piece of (lone bronght (rom the Areopagus 
of Athsns^ and a plate without figures or infcrip- 
lion, which wai found at Corint-hy and ^'hich I 
-therefore believe to be that metal which the an- 
cients valned before gold. I have fand gathered 
tmt of the GrarfiaiSy a fragment of TrajarC% bridge 
over the Damhtj (broe of the mortar which cc- 
imeated the water-cdvrft of Tdr^uiai n Vi^t^e-^^^ 

>sts^^ 



30 The R A M B L E R. N*8a, 

broke on the Flaminian way, and a turf with five 
daifies dug from the field of Pharfalia, 

I will not raife the envy of unfuccefsful colledl* 
orsy by too pompous a difplay of my fcientific 
wealth ; but cannot forbear to obierve^ that there 
are few regions of the globe which are not honour- 
ed with fome memorial in my cabinets. The Per* 
pan roonarchs are faid to have boafted the great* 
nefs of their empire, by being ferved at their tablet 
with water from the Ganges and the Danube : I 
can fhew one vial, of which the water was former- 
ly an icicle on the crags of Caucafus ; and another 
that contains what once was fnow on the top of 
Tenertffe s in a third is a folution of the ice of 
Greenland ; and in another, water that once rolled 
in the Pacific ocean. I flatter myfelf, that I am 
writing to a man who will rejoice at the honour 
which my labours have procured to my country ; 
and therefore I (hall tell you, that Britain can, by 
my care, boad of a fnail that has crawled upon 
the wall of ChinOy a humming-bird which an Ame* 
rican princefs wore in her ear, the tooth of an ele- 
phant who carried the Queen of Siam^ the ikin of 
an ape that was kept in the palace of the Great 
Mogul, a ribbon that adorned one of the maids of 
a Turkijh Sultana^ and a fcymitar that belonged to 
a fbldicr of Mas the Great. 

In colle(5ling antiquities of every country, I have 
been careful to chufe only by intrinfic worth, with- 
out regard to party or opinions. I have therefore 
a lock of Cromtvel^s hair in a box turned from a 
piece of the royal oak; and keep, in the fame 
drawers, fand fcraped from the coffin of King 
J^ic/jard, and a commiffion finned by Henry VII. 
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I have equal veneration for the ruff of Elizabeth^ 
and the (hoe of Mary of Scotland\\ and (hould 
lofe, with like regret, a tobacco-pipe of Rale't^hy 
and a (lirrup of King James. I have paid the fame 
price for a glove of Lewisy and a thimble of Queen 
Mary ; for a fur-cap of the Czar, and a boot of 
Charles of Sweden^ 

You will eaGly imagine, that thefe accumulations 
Were not made without fome diminution of my for- 
tune : for I was (o well known to fpare no coll, 
that at every fale fbme bid againfl me for hire, 
(bme for fport, and fbme for malice ; and if I a(k- 
ed the price of any thing, it was fufiicient to double 
the demand. For CurioGty trafficking thus with A- 
varice, the wealth of India had not been enough ; 
and ly by little and little, transferred all my mo- 
ney from the funds to my dofet. Here I was in- 
clined to flop, and live upon my edate in literary 
leifure ; but the fale of the Harleian colledion 
.(hook my refolution. I mortgaged my land, and 
purchafed thirty medals, which I could never find 
before. I have at length bought till I can buy no 
longer, and the cruelty of my creditors has (eized 
my repofitory. I am therefore condemned to dif- 
perfe what the labour of an age will not re-aflemble. 
I fubmit to that which cannot be oppofed, and 
(hall, in a fhort time, declare a fale. I have, while 
it is yet in my power, fent you a pebble, picked 
up by Tavernier on the banks of the Ganges ; for 
which I delire no other recompence than that you 
will recommend my catalogue to the public. 

QUISQUILIUS, 
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i\^y7 »//7(p <r/? quod fecertSy flulta eft gloria, 

FHiEDRUS. 



THE publication of the letter in my lad 
paper, has naturally led me to the confi- 
deration of that third after curioGties, 
which often draws contempt and ridicule upon it> 
ielf; but which is perhaps no otherwiie blame- 
able, than as it wants thofe circumftaiix\^\ x^- 
VoL.JV. E commtnd^uotA 
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commendations which have long been obferved to 
give ]uftre even to moral excellencies^ and are 
ablblutely neccflary to the grace and beauty of 
common adtions. 

Learning confers fo much fuperiority on thofe 
who poflefs it, that they might probably have efca- 
ped all cenfure, had they been able to agree amoof 
themfelves. Butas envy and competition have di- 
vided the republic or letters into factions, they 
have negleded the common intereft. Each has call- 
ed in foreign aid ; and endeavoured to itrengthen 
his own cau(e by the frown of power, the hifs of 
Ignorance, and the clamour of popularity. They 
have all been fo much engaged in dcilrudtion, that 
they have negledled defence ; and by mutual hofti- 
lities have demolifhed thofe outworks which vene- 
ration had railed for their (ecurity, and hid them- 
felves open to invaders, by whom every region of 
fcience is equally laid wafte. 

There pafles between men of different ftudies 
and profefEons a conftant reciprocation of re- 
proaches. The colledor of fhells and flones, 
wonders at the folly of him who pafles leaves 
and flowers upon paper, pleafes himfelf with co* 
lours that are perpetually fading, and amaffes with 
care what cannot be preferved. The hunter of 
infedts flands amazed, that any man can wafle fo 
much of his fhort time upon lifelefs matter, while 
many tribes of animals are yet negleded. Every 
one is inclined not only to promote Ais own fludy, 
but to exclude all others from regard ; and having 
heated his imagination with fome favourite purfuit, 
wonders that the refl of mankind are not feized 
mt]i the fame paiHon. 

There 
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There are indeed many fubje^h of fludy which 
ieem bat remotely allied to ufeful knowledge, and 
are of little importance to happinefs or virtue. 
Nor is it eafy to forbear (bme fallies of merriment, 
or expreflions of pity, when we fee a man wrink- 
led with attention, and emaciated with diligence, in 
the inveftigation of qaedions never to be refolved, 
and of which, without any vifible harm, the world 
may expire in ignorance. Yet it is dangerous 
to difcourage any well-intended labours, or (up- 
prefs any innocent curiofity : for he who is em- 
ployed in fearches, in the lead degree tending to 
the benefit of life, is furely laudable, in compari* 
fon of thofe who (bend their time in counteradling 
happinefs, and filhng the world with wrong ana 
danger, confbfion and remorfe ; and no man can 
pertorm fb little, as not to have reafon to congra- 
tulate himfelf on his merits, when he beholds the 
multitudes that live in total idlenefs, and have ne- 
ver yet endeavoured to be ufeful. 

It is impoflible to determine the limits of any 
inquiry, or to forefee what confequences any new 
diicovery may produce. He who fuffers not his 
faculties to lie torpid, has a chance, whatever be 
his employment, of doing good to his fellow-crea- 
tures. There arc probably in every part of na- 
ture, powers and qualities yet undifcovered, which 
might be applied to the advantage of mankind, but 
which can never be known without the labour of 
experiment. . He who iirfl: ranged the woods in 
fearch of medicinal fprings, or climbed the moun- 
tains for falutary plants, has undoubtedly merited 
the gratitude of poderity, how much foever his fre- 
quent mifcarriages might excite the Ceott^ oC \\\^ 
contaaporaries. If what appears \\i\\^\>t xxuv^^x- 
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Tally defpifed, nothing greater can be attained : 
for whatever is great, was at firft little^ and rofe to 
its prefent bulk by gradual acceflions, by fuccefUve 
improvements^ and accumulated labours. 

Thofe who lay out their time or their money in 
aflembling matter for contemplation, and forming 
repofitories of natural or artificial rarities^ are fure- 
ly entitled to fome degree of refpedt. For though, 
in a flight of gaiety, it be eafy to ridicule their 
treafure, or, in a fit of fuUennefs, to defpife it ; 
though a man goes not away much illuminated, 
by having enjoyed the privilege of handling the 
tooth of a (hark, or the paw of a white bear : yet 
it mud be confefled, that there is nothing more 
worthy of admiration, than the flrudure of ani- 
mals, by which they are qualified to fupport life 
in the particular elements or countries to which 
they are appropriated ; and of all natural produdti- 
ons it mud be confefled, that they exhibit eviden- 
ces of infinite wifdom, bear their teftimony to the 
fupreme reafon, and excite in the mind new rap- 
tures of admiration, and new incentives to piety. 

To colledl the produdions of art, and examples 
of mechanical fcience or manual ability, is unque- 
itionably ufeful, even when the things themfelves 
are of fmall importance ; becaufe it is always ad- 
vantageous to know how far the human powers 
have proceeded, and how much experience has 
fhewn to be within the reach of diligence. It is 
natural for idlenefs and timidity, to defpair without 
being overcome, and to forbear attempts for fear 
of being defeated ; and it is neceflary for the in- 
vigoration of faint endeavours, to be able to prove 
what has been already performed; ioc though it 
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may ibinetiincs happen, that the greateft inftances 
cf iageoQity have been exerted in trifles ; yet the 
fime prindfdes and the fiime expedients may be 
applied to more important pnrpofes ; and the move- 
ments which pot into adion machines of no o- 
ther ofe hot to raiie the wonder of ignorance, may 
be employed to drain fens or manufb^re metals^ 
to affift the architeA or preferve the failor. 

For the ntenfils, arms, or dreiles of foreign na- 
tionsy which make the greateft part of many coN 
lemons, I have no great regard when they are 
valaaUe only becanfe they are foreign, and can 
fnggdk no improvement of our own practice. Yet 
they are not all equally ufelefs ; nor can it be per- 
haps always determined, which fhoold be reje^ed 
or retained ; for diey may (ometimes contribute to 
the illuftration of hiftory, to the knowledge of the 
natural commodities of the country, or of the ge- 
nius and cnftoms of its inhabitants. 

There is one (brt of rarities of a yet lower rank, 
which owe their value merely to accident, and 
which can convey no information, nor fatisfy any 
rational defire. Such are many ^gments of an- 
tiquity, as urns, and pieces of pavement, and 
things which are held in veneration only for ha- 
ving been once the property of fbme eminent per- 
(bn, as the armour of King Henry ; or for having 
been ofed on fome remarkable occafion, as the 
lanthom of Guf Faux. The lofs or prefervation 
of tfacfc (cems to be a thing indifferent, nor can I 
perceive why the pofleffion of them fhould be co- 
veted. Yet, perhaps, even this cunofity is im« 
planted by nature : and when I find Tuily cotv^c^- 
in; of bim&i^ ifiat he ^ould not fortieai aX iltbens 
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to vifit the walks or the houfes which the old phi- 
lofbphers had frequented or inhabited, and the re* 
vercnce which every nation, civil and barbarous, 
has paid to the ground where merit has been bu* 
ried, I am afraid to declare againd the general 
voice of mankind ; and am inclined to believe, 
that this regard, which we involuntarily pay to 
the meaned relic of a man great and illnltrious, 
is intended as an incitement to labour, and an en- 
couragement to expedt the fame renown, if it be 
fought by the fame virtues. 

The virtuofb therefore cannot be cenfured, as 
contributing nothing to the increafe of knowledge ; 
but perhaps he may be fometim^s juftly culpable 
for confining himfelf to buflnefs below his genius, 
and lofing, in trifling amufements and petty fpeca^ 
lations, tbofe hours which he might have fpent in 
nobler ftudies, and in which he might have given 
new light to the intelledtual world. It is indeed 
never without grief, that I find a man capable of 
ratiocination or invention, eniifting himfelf in 
this (econdary clafs of learning : for when he has 
once found a method of gratifying his defire of e- 
minence by expence rather than by labour, and 
found the fweets of a life bled at once with the 
eafe of idlenefs and the reputation of knowledge, 
he will not eafily be brought to undergo again the 
toil of thinking, or leave his toys and his trinkets 
for arguments and ideas; arguments, which require 
circumfpedion and vigilance ; and ideas, which can- 
not be obtained but by the drudgery of medita- 
tion. He will gladly (hut himfelf up forever with 
his (hells and medals ; like the companions of 
UljJJhs, who having tafted the fruit of Lo/oj, 
would not even by the hope o£ fcem^xVvtvc o^a 
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conntry^ be brought again to the dangers of the 
lea. 

Golledions of this kind arc of u{e to the learn- 
ed, as heaps of (lone and piles of timber are ne- 
ceflary to the archite<St. But to dig the quarry or 
to (earch the field, reauires not much of any qua- 
lity, but ftubborn perieverance ; and though with- 
out this humble and negledled afliftance genius 
rouft be ufelefs, yet it can claim little praife, becauie 
every man can suSbrd it. 

To mean underftandings, it is indeed fufficient 
honour to be numbered amongd the loweii la- 
bourers of learning ; but furely different atrtlities 
rnuft find different tafks. To hew ibne, would 
have been unworthy of Palladio ; and to have 
rambled in fearch of (hells and flowers, had but 
ill foited with the capacity of Newton, 
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Cunarum fueras motor, Charideme, mearum, 

Et fuiri cuflos, afflduufque comes. 
Jam mlbi mgrefcunt tansdfudaria harba% — 
Sed tthi noH crevi : te ndfter viUkus horret : 

Te dijpenfator, te domus iffa pavet. 
Corrspisi obfervas, quereris, fujpiria ducts, 

Et vix aforuiit- ubfiinet ira mamm. 

Mart. 
To tbi RAMBLER. 

SIR, 

YOU feem in' di yoar pafsers to be fo much. 
' an enemy to tyranny and opprdOon, and 
to look widi fo nnidi hrdifFereflce and im- 
partiality upon the worlds that I (hall lay my caCb 
before you tntb grtet confidence, «a& YiC^ Vsi 
Vol. IV. F '^Qvxt 
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your deciiion to be fet free frpm the unreafonable 
reflraints which I now fuSer^ and enabled to judi- 
fy myfelf againft the accufations which fpite and 
peevifhnefs produce againft me. 

At the age of £ve years I loft my mother : and 
my fether^ being a man in public employment, and 
neither by l^i^ utpation pr ten^per very well quali- 
fied to fuperintend the education of a girl, com- 
mitted me to the care of his (ifter, a woman oi 
virtue and difcretion ; who inftru(5ted me with the 
authority, and, hot to deny her what (he ma} 
juftly claim, with the affedlion of a parent. She 
had not indeed very'elevated fentiments or exten* 
jGve views ; but her principles were good, and hei 
intentions pure ; and though fome may pradlifc 
more virtues^ fcarce any commit fewer faults. 

Under this good Udy I learned a]I the common 
rules of decent behaviour, and all the ftanding 
maxims pf domeftic prudence \ and might have 
grown up by degre^^s to a coun^fy-geptl^woipaUj 
without any thoughts of ranging beyond the neigh* 
bourhood, had pot Flavia come down laft fum< 
mer, to vifit her rj^lations in the x^e^t village. ] 
was taken, of courle, to compliment the ftranger ; 
and was, at the firft fight, furprifed at the uiicon- 
cero with which (he faw herfelf gazed at by com- 
pany whom (he had never known before, at the 
carele(rnefs with which (he received compliments, 
and the readinefs with which (he returned them. 
I foi;nd (be h^ fompthing which I perceived my: 
i^lf to w^nt ; and could not but wi(h to be like her, 
at once eafy and officious, attentive and unem- 
barrafied. I went home, and for four days coulj 
fh'wk »ni tajk of nothing bu( Mifs FJavh s though 
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my aunt told me^ that fhe was a forward flirty and 
tfaooght berielf wife before her time. 

In a Httle time (he repaid my viGt, and raifed in 
nv heart a new coofufion of love, efteero, and 
admiration. 1 foon faw her again, and dill found 
new charms in her air, behavionr, and converfa- 
tion. You who have known the world, may per- 
haps have obferved, that formality foon ceafes 
between young perfons. 1 know not, indeed, 
how others are affeded on fuch occalions ; but I 
found myfclf irrefiftibly allured to firiendihip and 
intimacy, by the familiar complsufance and airy 
gaietv o(F/avia : fo that in a few weeks I became 
her favourite, and all the time was pafled with 
ne, that (he could gain from ceremony and cards. 

As (he came often to me> (he nece(rarily fpent 
fome hours with my aunt ; to whom (he paid great 
re^e^, by low courtefies, fubmiflive compliance, 
and foft acaniefcence. But as I became gradualij 
more accuitomed to her manners, I difcovered, 
that her civility was general, that there was t cer-« 
tain degree ot deference (hewn hgr her to ^raim- 
fbnces and appearances, and that many-jvc^t a- 
way flattered by her humility, whoia ^(hje^sieipiied 
in her heart ; that the influence of 6r:t&^]gieateft 
part of thofe with whom (he coa^^cMfet,' ceafed 
with thdr pre(ence ; and that (broediiies flie did 
not remember the names of them whom flie had 
endeared by carefles, or elated with commenda- 
tion. 

■I 

It was not long before I perceived, that my- . ■ 
aunt's opinion was not of much weif^ht m F^aiiia'i 
ddiberatioi}5 ; and that (he vras XooVi^d^ >^'^Qti>Qi^ 
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her as a woman of narrow Jentunents, withoc 
knowledge of books, 6r ohfervationa on mankinci 
I had hitherto confidered my aunt, as entitled by he 
wifdom and experience, to the higheft reverence 
and could not rorbear to wonder, that any one { 
much younger fhould venture to fufpefl: her of ei 
ror, or of icnoranoe : but my furprife was with 
out uneafinels; and being now accuftomed.to thin 
Flavia always in the right, I very readily learne 
from her to trnft my own rea(bn, to confider ever 
que(Hon for myielf^ and to believe it pofEble, thi 
they who had lived longer might be mifiaken* 

Fiavia had read much, and nled fb often to con 
verfe on fnbje^ of learning, that (he put all th 
men in the county to flight ; except the old parfon 
who declared himfelf much delighted with her com 
pany> becanfe fhe gave him opportunity to recoiled 
the ffaidies of his younger years> and bad made his 
rub the dnft off his Homers which had lain unre 
sarded in his cloi<it« With Homer ^ and a thon 
&nd other names familiar to Flavia^ I had no ac 
quaintance ; but began, by comparing her accom 
plifhments with my own, to repine at my educa 
tion, and to wifh that I had not been (b long con 
fined to the company of thofe from whom aotbia] 
but houfewifery was to be learned. I then fet my 
lelf to peni(e fnch books as Flama recommended 
and heard heropinion of thdr. beauties and defeda 
I faw new worlds hourly burfiing upon my mind 
and was- enraptured at the pcoipeA of diverfifyini 
life with endlefs entertainment. 

The old lady, finding that a latge (been, which \ 
had undertaken to adorn with turkey-work againf 
' ter, nude very flow ^advances \ and that I hac 
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added, in twomonthty but three leaves io a^ower^ 
cd apron then in the frame, foon took the alarm, 
and, witli all the zeal of honed folly, exclaim-* 
ed Bgainft my new aoquaintance, who had filled 
me^with idle notions, and tamed my head with 
books. Bat (he had now loft her authority : for- 1 
began to find innumerable miftakes in her opini- 
ons, and improprieties in her language ; and there- 
fore tfaoQght rayfelf no longer bound to pay much 
Rgard to one who knew little beyond her needle 
and her dairy ; and who propofed to think, that 
nothing more is required of a woman, than to fee 
that the houfe is clean, and that the maids go to 
bed end rife at a certain hour. 

She feemed however to look upon Flavia as fe- 
dodng nie, and to imagine, that, when her power 
was withdrawn, I fhould return to my allegiance ; 
and therefore contented herfelf with remote hints 
and gentle admonitions, intermixed with fage hi- 
fbries of the mifcarriages of wit, and difappoint- 
ments of pride. Bat fince fhe has found, thaty 
though Fiatfta is departed, 1 ftill periift in my new 
ichtme, fhe has at lenjgth loft her patience. She 
fnatdif s my book out ofmy hand ; tears my paper, 
if ilie finds roe writing ; bums Flavians letters be- 
km my face, if fhe can feize them ; and threatens 
to lock me up, and to complain to my father of 
ny perverfenefs. If women, fhe fays, would but 
know their duty and their intereft, they would be 
careful to acquaint themielves with family-atiPairSy 
and many a penny might be faved ; for while the 
miftrefs of the houfe is fcribbling and reading, fer- 
vants are junketing, and linen is wearing out. She 
then takes me round the rooms ; fhews roe the 
worked lav^gi^gs, and chairs of tJUiX.-Kvx.dk *, ^^^ 
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alkt, whether all this was done with a pen and a 
book? 

I cannot deny, that I fometimes laugh and {bnie-> 
times am fallen ; but fhe has not delicacy enough 
to be much moved either with my mirth or my 
gloom, if (he did not think the intered of the 
hmily endangered }^y this change of my manners* 
She had for (bme years marked out young Mr Sur" 
fyj an heir in the neighbourhood, remarkable for 
his love of fighting cocks^ as an advantageous 
match; and was extremely pleafed with the civi- 
lities which he ufed to pay me, till, under, FAi*' 
via's tuition, I learned to talk of fubje^ls which 
he could not underftand. This, (he fays, is the 
confequence of female (ludy ; girls grow too wife 
to be advifed, and too (lubborn to be commanded i 
bat (he is refolved to try who (hall govern, and 
will thwart my humOur till (he breaks my fpirit. 

Thefe menaces, Mr Rambler> fometimes 
make me quite angry : for I have been (ixteen 
the(e ten weeks ; and think mylelf exempted from 
the dominion of a gov^nefs, who has no preten- 
dons to more (enfe or knowledge than myielf. I 
am relblved, fince I am as tall and as wife as otb( 
women, to be no longer treated like a girl. Mil 
Flavia has often told me, that ladies of my agei _ 
to aflemblies and routs, without their mothers aw 
their aunts ; I (hall therefore, from this time, leditd 
alking advice, and refule to give accounts. I hope 
you will publifh fomething in defence of my con- 
audi, and fbte the time at which young ladies may 
judge for themfelves ; which, I am fure, you can- 
not but think ought to begin before fixteen. If 

you 
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yoo are inclined to delay it longer^ I (hall have 
little regard to your underdanding or opinion. 

My aunt often telU me of the advantages of ex- 
perience, and of the deference due to (eniority ; and 
both (he, and all the antiquated part of the world. 
talk of the unre(erved obedience which they paid 
to the commands of their parents, and the nn- 
doubting confidence with which they liftened to 
their precepts ; of the terrours which they felt at 
a fit>wn, and the humility with which they fuppll- 
cated forgtvenefs whenever they had offended. I 
jcannot but fancy that this boall is too ceneral to 
be true, and that the young and the old were al- 
ways at variance. I have, however, told my aunt, 
that I will mend whatever (he will prove to be 
vrong ; but (he replies, that (he has realbns of her 
own, and that (he is forry to live in an age when 
girls have the impudence to a(k for proofs. 

I beg once again, Mr Rambler, to know 
whedier I am not as wi(e as my aunt ; and whe- 
^r, when (he prefumes to check me as a baby, 
I vaity not pluck up a fpirit, and return her in- 
iblence. I (hall not proceed to extremities with- 
^your advice; which is therefore impatiently ex- 
' "by 

Mtrtylla, 

p. S. Remember I am paft fixteen. 
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Otia fi tollas, periere Cupidints arcus, 
Contemptaque JQCcntf et fine luce ^ faces • 

Ovid. 



MAny writers of eminence in phyfic have 
laid out their diligence upon the confide- 
ration of thofe diftempers to which men 
are more remarkably expofed by particular fiates of 
life ; and very learned ueatifet bsLN^\K»DL ^^x^n^:- 
Vol. TV, G ^^ 
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ced upon the maladies of the camp, the lea, and 
the mines. There is indeed fcarcely any employ- 
ment which a man accuftomed to anatomical in- 
qoiries and medical refinements, would not find 
realbn^ for declining as dangerous to healthy did 
not his learning and experience inform him, that 
almoft every occupation^ however formidable and 
threatening, is happier and fafer than a life of floth. 

The neceffity of adlion is not only demonftra^Ie 
from the &bric of the body, but evident from ob- 
lervation on the univerfal pradice of mankind ; 
who, for the prelervation of health in thofe whofe 
rank or wealth exempts them from the neceflity of 
lucrative labour, have invented fports and diver- 
fions^ though not of equal ufe to the world with 
manual trades^ yet of equal fatigue to thofe that 
pra£H(e them ; and differing only from the drud- 
gery of the hufbandman or manufadurer, as they 
are the a^s of choice, and therefore performed 
without the painful fenfe of compulfion. The 
hnntfinni rifes early, fiiirfiiea his game through all 
the dangers and obflrudlions of the chafe, Iwims 
rivers, and fcales precipices ; returns home no lefs 
harrafled than the foldier, and has, perhaps, fome- 
times incurred no lefs hazard of wounds or Jeath ; 
yet he has no motive to incite his ardour ; he is 
neither fubjeA to the commanck of a general, nor 
the penalties of negleA and difbbedience ; nor has 
either profit or honour to expert from his perils 
and his conquefts. He toils without the hope ei- 
ther of mursd or civic garbujck, end mud content 
himlelf widiottt any l^gher praife than that of his 
companions. 



BotAcfa indeed if the conflitiition of man, that 
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labour may b« with great jufUce (lyled its owa 
reward ; nor will anv external incitements be re- 
qiufice, if it be confidered how much happinefs it 
gained^ and how much milery is efcapea^ by fre- 
quent and violent agitation otthe body. 

Eafe is the utmoft that can be hoped from a fe- 
dentary and unadive habit ; eafe^ a neutral (late 
between pain and pleafure. The dance of fpirits, 
the bound of vigour, the readinefs of enterpriie, 
and defiance of fatigue, are referved for him that 
braces his nerves, and hardens his fibres ; that 
keep his limbs jpliant with motion, and, by fi-e- 
qnent expofure, rortifies his frame againfi the com* 
mon accidents of cold and heat. 

With ea(e, however, if it could be fecured, ma- 
ny would be content ; but nothing terreflrial can 
be kept at a (land. £afe, if it is not ri(ipg into 
picafure, will be falling towards pain : and what- 
ever hope the dreams of fpeculation may fugged, 
of obierving the proportion between nutriment and 
labour, and keeping the body in a healthy (late by 
fuppJies exadlly equal to its wade, we know, that, 
in efiedl, the vital powers, unexcited by motion, 
grow gradually languid ; that as their vigour fails, 
obftrudions are generated ; and that from obdruc- 
tions proceed mod of tho(e pains that wear us a- 
way dowly with periodical tortures, and though 
they (bmetimes fuder life to be long, condemn it 
to be ulelefs ; that chain us down on the couch of 
mifery, and mock us with the hopes of death. 

Exercife indeed cannot fecure us from that dido- 
lution to which we are decreed : but while the foul 
and body continue united, it can make >^^^^^v^- 

G 2 ^^^"^ 
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tion pleafingy and can give probaUe hopes^ that 
tbey mall be disjoined by an eafy leparation. It 
was a principle among die ancients^ That acute dif^ 
eafes are from heaven, and chronical fix>m oar« 
felves. The dart of death indeed fails from hea- 
ven^ but we poifon it by our own mi(condudl« To 
die, is the fate of man ; but to die with lingering 
anguiih^ is generally his folly. 

It is indeed neceflary to that perfedion of n^hidi 
our prefent ftate is capable, that the roiild and body 
fhould both be kept in aAion ; that neither the fa- 
culties of the one nor of the other be fuffered to grow 
lax or torpid for want of u(e; that neither heal A 
be purchafed by voluntary fubmiffion to ignorance, 
nor knowledge cultivated at the expence of that 
health, which muft enable it either to give pleafbre 
to its pofleflbr, or afliftance to others. It is too 
frequently the pride of (hidents, to defpile tho(e a- 
mulements and recreations which give to the reft 
of mankind ftrength of limbs and chearfulnefs of 
heart. Solitude and contemplation are indeed fel- 
dom confiftent with fuch (kill in common exerciies 
or fports, as is neceflary to make them prafHfed 
with delight ; and no man is willing to do that of 
which the necefllty is not preffing and immediate, 
when he knows that his awkwardnefs muft make 
him ridiculous. 

Ludere qui nefcit^ campeflribus abftinet armis, 
Indo^ufyue piU, difcive, trochive, quie/cit, 
Ne fpijpe rifum tollant tmpun} corona. 

Thus the man of learning is often reGgned, al- 
njoU by bis own confent, to Ungjaor and to pain ; 
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and while in the profecotion of his ftadies he 
ffoSm the wearinefs of labour^ is fabjedt by bit 
ooorfe of life to the nudadies of idlenefs. 

It was fierhaps from the oblervation of this 
great omllfion in thole who are employed aboat in- 
telkfinal objeds^ that L9€ke has, in his J}ftem of 
educafioft, fi> warmly arged the neceflity of a manual 
tnde to men of all ranks and profeflions, that 
when the mind is weary with its proper Ubours, 
it may be relaxed by a flighter attention to fomt 
mednnical opention ; and while the vital func- 
tions are refafdtated and awakened by vigorous 
motion^ the nnderftanding may be retained from 
that vagrance and diifipation by which it too often 
relieves itfelf^ after a long intenfenefs of thought, 
onleft fome allurement be prefented that may en- 
gage attention without an^uety. 

There is (o little reaibn for expelling any fre« 
qnent conformity to Locked precept, that it is not 
nccei&ry to inquire whether the pradice of manual 
arts might not give occafion to petty emulation, 
and trivial ambition ; and whether, if our divines 
and phyficians were taught the lathe and the chiz* 
zel, they might not think more of their tools than 
their books ; as Nero negledted the care of his 
empire for his chariot and his fiddle. It is cer- 
tainly dangerous to be too much pleafed with little 
things ; but what is there which may not be per- 
verted ? Let us, however, remember how much 
worfe employment might have been found for thofe 
hours, which a manual occupation appears to en- 
grofs ; let us compute the profit with the lofs ; 
and when we refleA how often a genius is allured 
from his Audies^ confideri tbatpeiUa.f%V)i^^^^tcw^ 
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attradiom he is fometimea with-heM fiY>m de- 
bauchery^. ainl recalled from malice, from amhi*' 
tioii; from envy^ and from iuft. 

I have always admired the wUHom of thole by 
whom our female education was in(Htuted, for ha» 
ving contrived, that every woman- of whatever 
condition (hould be taught fome arts of mannfac- 
ture, by which the vacuities of redufe and domeP 
tic leifure may always be filled up*;- fincc the 
weaknefs of their fex, and. the general fyftem of 
life, exclude them from many employments whicfa^ 
by diverfifying the circumilances of men, preferve 
them from being cankered by the ruft of their own- 
thoughts^ I know . not how much of the virtue 
and happinefs of the world may be the confequence 
of this judicious- regulation. Perhaps, the moft 
powerful fancy might be unable to figure the con- 
fufion and (laughter that would be produced by fo 
many piercing eyes and vivid underiianditlgs, turn- 
ed loofe at once upon mankind, with no other bu- 
finefs than tofparkle and intrigue, to perplex and 
to deftroy. 

For my part, whenever chance brings within 
my obfervation a knot of mides bufy at their 
needles, I confider. m'yfelf as in the fcbool of vir- 
tue ; and, though I have no extraordinary (kill in 
plain-work or qnbroidery, look upon their opera- 
tions with, at leafl, as much > fatisfadion as their 
governefs ; becaufe I regard them as providing a 
fecurity againft the moft dangerous enfnarers of 
the foul, by enabling therofelves to exclude idle- 
nefs from their folitary moments, and with idle- 
nefs her attendant train of paffions, fancies, and 
chimeras, fears^ (brrows, and defires. Ovid and 

CcroanXes 
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Cervantes inform, that Jove has no power but 
over tbofe whom he catches unemployed; and 
HedoTy in the ll'tady when he fees Andromache o* 
verwhejmed with terrors, (ends her for conlbla- 
tion to the loom and the diftaff. 

It is certain that any wild wifh or vain imagina- 
tion never takes fuch firm pofTeflion of the mind, 
as when it is found empty and unoccupied : for 
the old Peripatetic principle^ That nature abhors a 
vacuum^ may be properly applied to the intelled a 
it will embrace any thing, however abfurd or cri- 
minal, rather than be wholly without an objed* 
Perhaps every man may date the predominance of 
thofe defires that difhirb his life and contaminate 
his conlcience, from fome unhappy hour when too 
much leifure expo(ed hin^ to their incurfions ; for 
he has lived with little obfervation either on him* 
felf or others, who does not know that to be idle 
is to be vicious. • 
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Return numerum digitis callcmus ct aure» 

HOR. 



IT has been obferved by ode of the ancients, 
that the bnrthen of government is incresfed 
upon princes by the virtues of their immediate 
predeceflbrs. It is indeed always dangerous to be 
placed in a ftate of unavoidable comparifen with 
excellence ; and the danger is ilill greater when 
that excellence is confecrated by death, when eimr 
imd intereft ceafe to ad againil it^ ^^ tiosolfe w* 
" Voi.JV. H Vfi»» 
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lions by which it was at firft vilified and oppofed, 
now turn their vehemence againfl honed emula- 
tion. 

He that fucceeds a celebrated writer^ has the 
fame difficulties to encounter. He (lands under the 
/bade of exalted merit^ and is hindered from rifing 
to his natural height, by the interception of thofe 
beams which fhould invigorate and quicken him. 
He applies to that attention which is already en- 
gaged, and unwilling to be drawn off from certain 
&tisfadion ; . or perhaps to an attention already 
wearied, and not to be recalled to the fame objeft. 
An old poet congratulates himfelf, that he has the 
untrodden regions of Parnajfus before him, and 
that his garland will be compofed of flowers which 
no writer had yet culled. But the imitator treads 
a beaten walk, and with all his diligence can only 
hope to find a few flowers or branches untouched 
by his predeceilbr, the refufe of contempt, or the 
omifGons of negligence. The Macedonian con- 
queror, when he was once invited to hear a man 
that fung like a nightingale, replied with contempt, 
^^ that he had heard the nightingale herfelf.'* And 
the fame treatment muft every man expe^^ whofe 
praife is, that he imitates another. 

Yet, in the midft of thefe difcouraging reflec- 
tions,. I am about to offer to my reader iome ob- 
iervations upon Par ads fe lofl; andf hope, that, how- 
ever I may fall below the illuflrious writer that has 
fi> long didlated to the commonwealth of learning, 
iny attempt may not be wholly ufelefs. There 
are* in every, age new errors to be redified, and 
fiew prejudices to be oppofed, Fal(e tafle is al- 

W$y9 haSy to miflead du)le ibat are entering upon 

f,x. . -^ . .. ... ... ^^ 
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the regions of learning ; and the traveller, un- 
certain of his way, and forfakcn by the fun, will 
be pleaied to fee a Winter orb ari(e on the horizon, 
that may refcue him from total darknefs, though 
with weak and borrowed luftre. 

AddifoUf though he has conCdered this poem 
under moft of the general topics of criticifm, has 
barely touched upon the verfification t not pro- 
bably becaufe he thought the art of numbers un- 
worthy of his notice ; for he knew with how 
minnte attention the ancient critics confidered the 
dilpofition of fyllables, and had himfelf given 
hopes of fome metrical obfervations upon the great 
Roman poet : but being the firft who undertook 
to difplay the beauties and point out the defe6ls 
of Milton^ he had many objects at once before 
him, and pafled willingly over thofe which were 
moft barren of ideas, and required labour rather 
than genius. 

Yet verfification, or the art of modulating his 
numbers, is indifpenfably neceflary to a poet. £- 
Very other power by which the attention is fixed, 
the nnderdanding enlightened, or the imagination 
enchanted, may be exercifed in profc. But the 
poet has this peculiar fuperlority , that to all the 
powers which the perfedion of every other com- 
pofition can require, he adds the faculty of joining 
mufic with reafon, and of a^ing at once upon the 
fenfes and the padions. I fuppofe there are few 
who do not feel themfelves touched by poetical 
harmony, and who will not confefs that they are 
more or lefs moved by the fame thoughts, as they 
are conveyed by different founds } and m«te 'dr 
feded \>y the fame words in one otdeT, tVv^xv vi:,,^ 

H 2 ^XiKS^^xl^" 
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another. The perception of harmony is indeed 
conferred upon men in degrees very mieqaal ; bat 
there are none who do not perceive it, or to whom 
a regular (eries of proportionate founds cannot 
give delight. 

In treating on the verfification of Milton^ I am 
defirous to be generally underftood ; and (hall there- 
fore ftudiottfly decline the dialedt of grammarians ) 
though indeed it is always difficult, and fometimea 
fcarcely pofllbley to deliver the precepts of an art 
without the terms by which the peculiar ideas of 
that art are expreHed, and which had not been 
invented but becaufe the language already in v&p 
was infufficient. If therefore I (hall feem fbme- 
times ob(cure, may it be imputed to this voluntary 
interdidllon, and a defire oi avoiding that ofl^noe 
which js always given by unufual words. 

The heroic meafure of the Englifl? language may 
be properly confidered as pure or mixed. It is 
pure when the accent refts upon every ftcond 
iyllable through the whole line. 

Courage uncertain dangers may abate j 

But who can bear th' approach of certain fate, 

Dryden. 

Here Love his golden Jhafts employs^ here lights 
. His conftant lampy and waves his purple wings f 
Reigns here^ and revels ; not in the bought fmile 
Of harlots y lovelefs^ JV^^fh vnendear^d. 

Milton. 
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The accent may be obferved, in the fecond line of 
Dryden^ and the fecond and fourth of Milton^ to 
repole upon every fecond fyllable. 

The repetition of this (bund or percuflion at &- 
qual times is the mod complete harmony of which 
a fingle verle is capable ; and fhoold therefore be 
exadly preferved in diftichs, and generally in the 
lad line of a paragraph, that the ear may reft with- 
oat any fenfe of imperfection. 

Bot^ to preferve the fame leries of founds in a 
lone compofition, is not only very difficulty but 
tirmme and diigufting ; for we are foon wearied 
with the perpetual recurrence of the accent. Ne- 
ceiEty has therefore enforced the mixed meafure^ 
in which fome variation of the accents is allowed. 
This, though it always injures the harmony of 
the line coniidcred by itfelf^ yet compenfates the 
loisy by relieving us from the continual tyranny 
of the fame found, and makes us more fenublc of 
the harmony of the pure meafure* 

Of the(e mixed numbers every poet affords us 
innumerable inilances ; and Milton feldom has two 
pure lines together ; as will appear, if any of his 
paragraphs be read with attention to the mufic ra- 
ther than the fenfe. 

ThuSy at their Jhady lodge arriv% both flood, 
Both turned, and, under open Jfy, adored 
The God that made both fly , air, earth, andheav*n, 
Which they beheld ; the moon^s refplendent globe. 
And ftarry pole : Thou alfo mad'ft the night, 
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Maker omnipotent ! and ihou the day^ 
Which we, in fmr appointed work employ* d, 
Havefiniflj^d, happy in our mutual help. 
And motual love, the crown of ail oar bUHl 
Ordained by thee ; and this delicious place. 
For us too large ; where thy abundajice wants 
Partakers, and uncropp^d falls to the ground: 
But thou haft promised from us two a race 
To fill the earth ; who fl?all with us extol 
Thy goodnefs infinite^ both when we wake, 
Andwhenwe feek, as now, thy gift of fleep* 

In .this paffiige it will -be at firft obierved, that aU 
the lines are not jequally liarmonioQS ; and, upon 
a nearer examinanon, it will be found , that only 
the fifth and ninth lines are regular, and that the 
reft are more or lefs licentious with refpe^k to the 
aocent. In (bme the accent is equally upon two 
lyllables together, and in both.ftrong ; as, 

Thus, at their jhady lodge arrived, both (lood, 

Both turn*d, and^ under open Jky, adored 

The God that made both jky y air, earth, andheav*n. 

In others the accent is equally upon two fyllables, 
but upon both weak. 



a race 



To fill the earthy who fljall with us extol 
Thy goodnefs /Vf finite, both when we wake, 
And when wefseky as now, thy gift offleep. 



In 
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In the firfl pair of fyllables the accent may deviate 
from the rigour of exadnefs, without any unplea- 
(ing diminution of harmony ; as may be obfer- 
ved in the lines already cited^ and more remark- 
ably* in this. 



Thou alfo mad^Jl the ni^htj 



Maker omnipotent ! and thou the day 



Buty excepting the firft pair of fyllables^ which may 
be conCJered as arbitrary, a poet who, not having 
the invention or knowledge of Milton^ has more 
need to allure his audience by mudcal cadences^ 
{hould (eldom fuffer more than one aberration from 
the rule in any fingle verfe. 

lliere are two lines in this paflage more remark- 
ably nnharmonious. 

-This delicious place, 



For us too large ; where thy abundance v/ants 
Partakers, and uncropp^d hWs to the ground. 

Here the third pair of fyllables in the firft^ dnd 
fourth pair in the (econd verfe, have their accents 
retrograde or inverted ; the firft lyllable being (Irong 
or acute, and the fecond weak. The detriment 
which the meafure fuETers by this inveriion of the 
accents, is ibmetimes lefs perceptible, when the 
verfcsare carried into one aiaother; but is remark- 
ably (hiking in this place, Vhere the vicious line 
concludes a period ; and is yet more offenfive it^ 
rhyme, when we regularly attend to the flow of e- 
very fingle line. This will appear by reading a 
couplet^ in which Cowley, ^n author not fufficlent* 
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Jy ftudious of harmony/ has committed the (ame 
fault. 



His harmle/s life 



Does with fubftantial blejednefs abound^ 
And thefoft wings of peace cover him round. 

Jn thefe lines the law of metre is very grofsly vio- 
lated, by mingling combinations of found diredly 
oppofite to one another ; as Milton exprefles it in 
his ibnnet, by committing Jbort and longj and fct- 
ting one part of the yerfe at variance with the reft. 
The ancients^ who had a laqguage^'more capable of 
variety than ours, had two kinds of vene ; the 
Iambic^ confiding of fhort and long fyllables alter- 
nate^y from which our heroic meafure is derived ; 
and the Trochaic^ confiding in a like alternation of 
long and fhort. Thefe were confidered as oppo- 
fitesy and conveyed the contrary images of ipeed 
and flownefs. ' To Confound them therefore, as in 
fheielinefty is to deviate from the ancient pradHce. 
But Vfhere the feufes are to judge, authority is not 
neceflary ; the ear is fufficient to detect diflbnancq : 
^r fhould I have brought auKiliaries againft any 
9^e but that of MUtou. 
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ImiduSf iracundus, hers, vtnofus, amator, 
Nemo adio ferus eft, uf non mitefcere poffif, 
l§t modi culfiira pfitmtm cmrnodet aarem, 

HOR. 



THat few things are (b liberally beftowed, or 
i^uandered with (b little eSe£kf as good ad- 
vice, has been generally oUervra ; an4 
nany (age motions have been advanced concem-<^ 
ing the reafons of this general oomplaint^ uxid Vbit 
' yoi.JV. I mtasii 
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means of removing it. It is indeed an important 
and noble inquiry ; for little would be wanting to 
the happinefs of life^ if every man could conform 
to the right as foon as be was fhown it. 

This perverfe negledl of the moft falutary pre- 
cepcty and ftubborn refinance of- the moil pathetic 
perfaafion, is ufuaily imptited to htm by whom the 
Gounfel is received ; and we therefore often hear }t 
related as a fign of hopelefs and abandoned depra- 
vity^ that though good advice was given, it has 
wrought no retomation. 

Others who imagine themfelves to have quicker 
iagacity and deeper penetration, have found out, 
that the- ineficaqr of advice ta nfoaUy the ^ult of 
the counfellor ; and rules have therefore been laid 
down, by which this important duty may be fuc- 
ceisfully performed. We are directed by what to- 
kens to difcovei the £iyourable moment at which 
the heart is di(po(ed for the operation of truth and 
|ieafon ; with what addrefs to adminider, and with 
what vehicles to difguife, th^ cathartics ofthefouL 

But, notwithftanding this fpecious expedient, we 
^nd the worU yeC in the fame ftit«* Adirke is Aill 
given, and ftili received with difguft : nor haa it 
appeared, that the bitternefa of tne medicine has 
been yet much abated, or its power inpreafed by 
any methods of preparing it. 

If we confider in wiiat mannei thofe wh<i aflbne 
fbd ofliceof dire^ing the condud of others, perform 
iirl^at they hfive umlertaken, it vr»)l not be very 
lironderfbl, fhat their labours, however zetkos or 
fttiSoo&tef are fitoneiicly irfeleft* For what is 
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Ac 4dvioe ihait is oofflmoiilf gif ea, but a few go- 
aen4 mMxum, nfoKcd wkh vehemence, and »- 
cnJenied wkh fi«|iortomty; boc failing for wtnt of 
parffcolar Mfineace, and immediate appikation t 

It it not fiiteo tku my maa can b«vie that kaow* 
ledg^of anolher, iluit is neoeflary lo make inAroc- 
tion ufefal. We are fomeiJiDCf not oorUves coo- 
Icious of the original motives of our anions ; and • 
wben we know t£ein> our firft care is, to hide diem 
fiwBCheficbiofoiihm, and often firoln thofe anA 
^Uigfsady, whofe (iipaiority, cjdifr of power or un- 
tk & adtog, may entitle cjbem to mfydSt onr con* 
d»fb ft if Chereibre very prohaUe, chat he who 
cwieavovra the cut of our imeUedual maladies, 
aiftakcf tbcsr caafe ; and that his (Nreicriptioot •- 
rml aodiuig, beeaufi! he knows not which of the 
IMfiona or Jdires ia vktatnd. 

Aifktt ns k always gives a teMf>orary aopeir- 
aace cf fii)Mnortty» can never be vei7 gnttcroi, e-- 
inen when k is mofk neceflary or moft judiciona* 
BDt» for the imc reifons, every one is eager to in- 
ftrud his neighbours. To be wife or to be virto- 
ouSy is to buy dignity and importance at a high 
fNTtoe ; bvt when nothing is neceflary to elevation, 
hat detie&ioa of the IbUics or (the faults of others, 
ao oaa if b mteoMie to the voice of fiMne as to 
linger on the groond. 

■ 

■ T Ipfttanda via tfiy fM^ me faoftie poffim 
TolUre ium, . vi^t^qiu vlrum volitare per ora* 

■ . « « 

Vanity is fo frequently the apparent motive of 
advice, that we^ iot the molt part, (ummoti opoit 

I 2 ^o^^\^ 
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powers to oppde it> without any very afittinite in- 
quiry, whether it is right. It is futtcient fhil an- 
other is growing gMt irf hiS owtf eyes at 6ar ex- 
pence, and that he afliinie^ an anthority bver ns 
without our jpermiifion ; and many would be con- 
tented to fo^ the conferences of their own nuf- 
takesy rather than the iniblenCe of him who tri- 
umphs as their deliverer. 

It is indeed fddom found, that any adyaatages 
are enjoyed with that moderation which the uncer- 
tainty of all human good fo powerfully enforces ; 
nor is it evident, that any degree of cireumfpe^oa 
could prevent or obviate that rage wirh which the 
flothfiil, the impotent, and the unfnccefsfbl, vent 
their diicontent upon thofe that excel them, en- 
deavour to ecKple the beauties which they cannot 
outfhine, and to retard the (peed which they can- 
not overtake. Modeily itfelf, if it is praifed, will 
be envied : and th^e are minds fo impatient of 
inferiority, that their gratitude is a fpedes of R- 
venge ; and they return benefits, not becanfe re- 
compence is a pleafure, but beeaufe obligation b a 
pain. 

The number of thofe whom the love of themfelves 
has thus far c6rrtipted, is perhaps not great : but 
there are few fo free from vanity, as not to didate 
to thofe who will hear their infhtidions with a 
viiible fenfe of their own beneficence; and few 
to whom it is not unpleafing to receive documents, 
however tenderly and cautioufly delivered ; and 
who are not willins to raife themfelves from pu- 
pillage, by difpatmg the propofitions of their 
teacher. 
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It was the maziniy I think, of Aitbonfus of y^r- 
Ti^oHf Thtt dead counfeUors arefafifi, Tht grave 
fait an end to flattery and artifice ; and the infor- 
mation that we receive from hooks, is pore from in- 
terefti fear, or ambition. Dead counfellors are like- 
Wiie moft inftmdUve ; becaofe they are heard with 
patience and with reverence^ We are not unwill- 
ing to believe that man wi(er than oarielves, from 
wboie abilities we may receive advantage, without 
any danger of rivalry or oppoGtion ; and who af- 
fanls ns the light of his experience, without hurt- 
ing onr eyes ^ fla(hes of infolence, 

'By the confaltation of books^ whether of dead 
or Lving authors, many temptations to petulance 
nod oppofition, which occur in oral conferences, 
nie avoided. An author cannot obttude his ad* 
▼lee onaflKd, nor can be often fufpedled of any 
mah'gnant intention to infult his readers with his 
knowledge or his wit. Yet fo prevalent is the ha- 
bit of comparing ourfelves with others, while they 
remain within the reach of our paflions, that books 
sre feldom read impartially, but by thofe from 
whom the writer is placed at fuch a diftance that 
ills life or death is indifferent^ 

We lee that authors may be perufed, and per- 
nied with attention, to little effed ; and that max- 
ims cS prudence, or principles of virtue, may be 
treafored in the memory without influencing the 
condnd. Of the numbers that pafk their lives a- 
mong books, very few read to become wiier or bet- 
ter, apply any general reproof of vice to themielves, 
or try their own manners by adions of juftice. 
They purpofe either to confume thofe hours for 
whidi they can find no other am^tatut^ vo ^viw 
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or preferve t^iat tefpcQ: whiph tbc karoed have al- 
ways obimned, or to gratify their cnric^ty wkh 
kaiowkdgtf which, like goW in the cbcfts of mir 
Sui, if duo ofe to otbera or thaafelvci, 

■ " , # 

'' The picacfaery iiffi a Frmc^ aatbor, may 
^' (peod an hoor in explainiog aod enfoifciiig a 
^' {ireoeptofreligioay without feelittg the iflipief&QB 
^' of his owft f^omaswe, hecanfe be any have 
*^ no other fHirpoie than to fill up his hour."' A 
ftttdent may eafiiy exhauil his life tn coai|>sni]i£ di- 
vines and morahftsy without any pra6tical regard 
to morality or religion t for he may be learning 
not to live, bat toiesibn; regard ooiyll)ede«nce 
of iiyle, joftneis of argatneoti and aocuracy o£ me- 
fthod ; and enable hmidf to critictfe wm jadg* 
metaa, and cfi^iiie with fnbtUty ; while the dm 
iile of his voiomes is Aindmrngbt of; his mind ia 
una&dedy aod his life is uorefonned. 

But though truth and viftae are tbns freqsendy 
defeated %y pndCf obAinacyy or hliy, we are jpot 
sdiowed to ddfert then t fer whoever can ftraifii 
thera with arms which they have not hitherso -cm* 
ployed^ may enable them to gain ibme hearss 
which would have refifted any other method of 
attack. Every man of goniaa has fiime aits Affix- 
ing the attention pocoiiar to hto^Eoi^ by ^vfaich 
lioaeCtiy eioened he may henefit maakkid t Ibr ihe 
afguraeats far parity of hfe M of their im^mikt' 
cnce, not becanfe dbey have hena confidcred and 
ooafutedy hu hecaafe they have been imfel-ovcr 
wtthoat coafideeatioa. To liie ^mfiiion iaf . ?;i«i^, 
That if Virtue ooukl be jfeen, fhe mnft bejofvedf 
mayhendded^ Tbattf Troth conldbehmrd^ (he 
JBii// be obeyed. 
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Pm taitdis anlmum cenforis fimet honeftif 
Audebit quacunque minus fflendoris babebunty 
At fine ponder e erunt, et honor e indigna ferentur 
Verba mover e locoy quamvls in vita recedanty 
Et verfentur adbuc intra penetralia Vefta. 

HOR. 



M 



T 



^--^, Here is no reputation for genius, fays 
[ ~ things, ' vbichi however neccflary, have 



Quintiiiany to be gained by writing on 



no fplendour or fhew. The hei||ht of aVsvuW 
^iog fkttra&g tbe eye, but the foun&^t\oxi^ *^^ 
Vol. fV. K ** NiVSaOTX 
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** without regard. Yet fince there is not any 

** way to the top of fcience, but from the loweA 

'^ parts, I (hall think nothing unconneded with 

*^ the art of oratory, which he that wants cannot 

** be an orator.'' 

Confirmed and animated by this illuflrious pre- 
cedent, I fhali continue my inquiries into Milton's 
art of verfification : fince, however minute and 
trivial the employment may appear, of analyfing 
lines into fyllahles, and whatever ridicule may be 
incurred by a folemn deliberation upon accents 
and paufes, it is certain, that without this petty 
knowledge no man can be a poet ; and that from 
the proper difpofition of Gngle founds, refults that 
harmony that adds force to reafon, and gives 
grace to fublimity ; that fhackles attention, and 
governs paflion. 

That verfe may be melodious and pleafing, it is 
neceflary not only that the fyllables be fo ranged 
as that the accent may fall on its proper place, 
but that the fyllables themfelves be fo chofen as to 
flow fmoothly into one another. This is to be ef- 
fected by a proportionate mixture of vowels and 
confonants, and by tempering the fpute confo- 
nants with liquids and femivbwels. The Hehrro) 
grammarians have obferved, that it is impoflible to 
pronounce two confonants without the interven- 
tion of a vowel, pr without fome emiflion of the 
breath between one and the other. This is longer 
and more perceptible, as the founds of the conlb- 
nants are lefs harmonically conjoined, and by 
confeqaei^ce (he flow of the yer(c is longer biter* 
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It 18 pronounced by Dryderiy that a Jine of mo- 
nofyllabl'es is almoft always harfli. This, with 
regard to our language, is evidently true ; not be- 
caufe monofyllables cannot compole harmony, but 
becaufe our monofyllables being of Teutonic origi- 
nal, or formed by contradion, commonly begin 
and end with confonants. 



Every lower faculty 



Of fenfe^ whereby they hear, (ce, fmell, touchy 
tafte. 

The difference of harmony ariflng principally 
from the different collocation of vowels and con- 
(bnants, will be fufficiendy conceived by attending 
to the following pafTages. 

Itnmrtal amarant there grows 

AndfMrs alcfi Jbading th^ fount of life y 
And where the river ofblifs thro* midft ofheav'^n 
Rolls o'er ElyGan flow'rs her amber flream ; 
With thefe that never fade y thefpirits eleCi 
Bind their refplendent locks inwreath*d with 
beamis* 

The fame coraparifon that I propofe to be made 
between the fourth and fixth verfes of this pafTage, 
may be repeated between the laft lines of the fol- 
lowing quotations. 

Undtr foot the violet y 
Crocus, and hyacinth, with rich in-lay 
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Braider*^ ds gmzidy hbr cohniM tfm with 



Cfa^tf 

EfyTuftiYjwz £c:£ipf her wfdd iei: 
And fam^Blj dnin ifae HfoooB fiiiC. 



Jktjhxy vfaole ca- hid beea xnAoaod, not 
csnly to tbc muuf oi tbc imifiil tOBjjDCSy vliidiy 
bofvever vituted bf onr in ou mni Mion, czcd aD 
tiiat aic nov in nfe, bat to die Ia6nc6 of the lia- 
Btm^ the Boft fififltiotts oi jJl niodfin poctiy, 
fr^PH rally coovincod or the nnntneu of oor hn- 
pofi^ for finooth vuCfiui iioo ; ad b ihaefo i t 
pkafed with an opportunity of calEng in a Ibfter 
«F0id to his affifliiifr . For tfab icalbn, and I be- 
fieve for tUs only, he fow i riiB i rt indoles himielf 
in a long ioies of piopcr namcsy and introdooet 
them vboe they add Ihtk bot nnfic to his poem. 



Tberkkerfttt 




CfAtAM^dy and jct wa/fmPd 
Guiana, wbofc great csij GetionV Jms 
CaU £1 Dorado. 

The mom The Tnican trtift vi^ws. 

At evemngy from the tof of Fefole, 
^MValdarno^ to defcry new ktids.--'^ 

He has indeed been nx>re attentive to his fyl- 
lahlci; than to his accenu ; and does not often 

offend 
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ofiend by collifions of confonants, or openings of 
vowels apon each other ; at leaft, not more often 
than other writers who have had lefs important or 
complicated fubjedts to take off their care from the 
cadence of their lines. 

The great peculiarity of MiltorPt verfification, 
is the elifioD of one vowel before another, or the 
fimprefGon of the lad fyllable of a word ending 
with a vowely when a vowel begins the follow- 
ing word ; as. 



Knowledge 



OpfreJJes elfe with furfeity and foon turns 
Wtfdom to folX^f as nowrijhment to wind. 

This licence, though an innovation in En^HJh 
^foetxjf is yet allowed in many*other langnages, 
ancient and modern ; and therefore the critics on 
Paradife ioft hawCf without much deliberation, com- 
mended Mlton for introducing it. But one lan- 
guage cannot communicate its rules to another. 
We have already tried and rejeAed the Hexameter 
of the ancients, the Double clofe of the Italians, 
and the Alexandrine of the French ; and therefore 
the elifion of vowels, however graceful it may be 
to other nations, . is not confequently fuitable to 
the genius of the Englijb tongue. 

There is indeed reafon to believe, that we have 
^negligently loft part of our vowels ; and that the 
filent ^, which our anceflors added to mod of our 
monofyllables, was once vocal : but, by this de- 
troncation of our fyliables, our language is over- 
fiocked with confoDants ; and it is mot^ xitctS^v) 
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to add vowels to the beginniag of words^ than to 
cat them off* from the end. 

Milton therefore (eems to have ibmewhat mifla* 
ken the nature of our language, of which the chief 
defedl is ruggeduefs and afperity, and has left our 
harih cadences yet harfher. But his elifions are 
not all equally to be cenfnred. In Tome fyilabld 
they may be sdlowed ; and, perhaps^ in a few may 
be fafely imitated. The cUfion of a vowel is uq- 
doubtedly vicious when it is flrongly founded, and 
makes, with its afTociate confonant, a full and au- 
dible fyllable. 

IVhat he gives 



Spiritual J may to pureft fpirits be found 
No ingrateful food i and food alike thefe pun 
Intelligential fubftances require. 

Fruits y — • Hefperian fables true. 
If true y here only, and of delicious tafle, 

■ Evening now approach'* d : 



For we have alfo our evening and our mwrn*- 

— Of guejfs he makes them Jlaves 
Inhofpitah\y, and kills their infant males. 

And vital virtue infus^dy and vital warmth j 
Throughout the fluid mafs. -; • 

God made thee of choice his own, and of his own 
Toferve him, ■ 

\ 
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I believe every reader will agree, that, in 'all 
thoie paflage;, thoagb not equally in all^ the nni* 
fie it injared, and in ibme the meaning obicured. 

There are other lines in which the vowel is cot 
off I bat it is fb faintly pronounced in common 
4)eech, that the lofs of it in poetry is fcarcely per* 
cdved ; and therefore fuch compliance with the 
BMafure may be allowed. 

Jt^ature breeds ^ 



Perverfey all monftrous^ all prodigious things ^ 
AbominahXcy unutierahle; and wor/e 
Than fables yet have feigned. 



From the Jhore 



They viewed the vafl imnien/urable afy/s. 

Impenetrable, impaled with circ*ling fire. 

To none communicable in earth or heaven. 

Yet even thefe contraftions incrcafe the rough- 
pefs of a language too rough already ; and though, 
in long poems, they may be fometimes fufPeredi 
yet it never can be faulty to forbear them. 

Milton frequently ufes in his poems the hypcr- 
nietrical or redundant line of eleven fyllables. 



Thus it Jhall befal 



Him who, to worth in woman over-trufting, 
Lets her will rule. — 

/ alfo err^d in over much admiryvi^;. 
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Verfes of this kind occur almoft in ever; 
bat though they are not unp]eaiing or dii 
they ought not to be admitted into hero! 
try ; fince the narrow limits of our languag 
us no other di(tinAion of epic and tragic m< 
than is afforded by the liberty of changing 
the terminations of the dramatic lines, and 
ing them, by that relaxation of metrical 
nearer to profe. 
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Duke eft defipere in loco. 



Hoe. 



Qchf w)io^i t\\tf^ it no reafbp to fpfpedl Qf 
being 9 &vourer of idlene^ pr )jly»til^UHi» 
' has advanced, t^at whoever hmt to em* 
any part of bis (iine with efficacyandjrjgoUTA 
allow (pme of it to paft in trifles. It \% bp- 
l the powers of buoianityy to pafs a whole lift 
ofound fiu(|y ^nd inteote meditoUaa \ aa»id ^Sa& 
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mod rigorous exadters of induflry and ferioufhefs, 
have appointed fome hours for relaxation and a-« 
niufement. 

It is certain, that^ with or without our confent, 
many of the few moments allotted us will Aide im- 
perceptibly away ; and that the mind will break 
from confinement to its dated tafk, into fudden ex- 
curfions. Severe and connected attention is pre- 
ferved but for a fhort time : and when a man (huts 
himfelf up in his clofet, and bends his thoughts to 
the difcuflion of any abftrufe queftion^ he will find 
his faculties continually flealing away to more plea- 
fing entertainment^ and often find himfelf tranf- 
portedy he knows not how^ to didant trads of 
thought; and return to his firft object as fr6m a 
dream, without knowing when he forfook it^ or 
how long he has been abdradted from it. 

It has been obferved, that the rood dudious ar^ 
not always the mod learned. There i^ irideed n6 
great difficulty to perceive, that this difference of 
proficiency may arife from the difference of Intel- 
ledlual powers, of the choice of books, orthecon-^ 
venience of information. But I t^eliere it like- 
wife freauently happens, that the mod rednfe are 
not the mod vigorous profecutors of dudy.^ Many 
impofe upon the world, and many upon themfelves, 
with an appearance of fevere ^nd exemplary dili- 
gence ; when they, in reality, give themfelvcs op 
to the luxury of fancy ; pleafe their minds with re* 
gulating the pad, or planning out the' future ; 
place themlelvip$ at will in fitudtiop^ of happinefs, 
and flumber'away their days in voluntary vifions. 
In the journey of life fome are left behind, becaufe 
ibe^ art qaturally feeble and flow ; Ibme, becaufe 
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they miis the way ; and many, becauie they leave 
It by choice, and, iniiead of prefGng onward with 
a fteady pace, delight themfelves with momentary 
deviations, turn aude to pluck every flower, and 
repofe in every (hade. 

There is nothing more fatal to a man who(e 
bofinefs is to think, than to have learned the art 
of regaling his mind with thofe airy gratifica- 
tions. Other vices or follies are retrained by fear, 
reformed by admonition^ or rejeAed by the con- 
vidion which the comparifon of our own con- 
du<fl with that of others, may in time produce* 
But this inviiible riot of the mind, this fecret pro- 
digality of being, is fecure from detedion, and 
fearlefs of reproach. The dreamer retires to his 
apartments, fhuts out the cares and interruptions 
of mankind, and abandons himfelf to his own fan- 
cy ; iiew worlds rife up before him, one image is 
ibcceeded by another, and a long fucceflion of de- 
lights dances round him. He is at lafl: called back 
to life by nature, or by cuftom ; and enters pee- 
vi(h into (bciety, becaufe he cannot model it to 
lus own will. He returns from his idle excurfions 
with the peeviflincfs, though not with the know- 
ledge, of a fludent ; and havens again to the fame 
fi^licity, with the cagernefs of a man bent upon the 
advancement of forae favourite fcience. The in- 
£ttaation ftrengthens by degrees ; and, like the poi-* 
Ion of opiates, weakens his powers, without any 
external lymptoms of malignity. 

It happens indeed, that thefe hypocrites of learn- 
ing are in time detected, and convinced, bydifgrace 
and difappointfflCAt^ of the difictenct b^vv^cxv xVvs. 

L 2 \^Qvit 



I 
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labour ofthoDgfat^ and the fpoH cf Amfing. Bdt 
this difcovery is often not mafoe tilt it is too late 16 
recover the tiiAe thtt has been fooled away. A 
thoufind acddedts Aiay indeed awaken thefe drOnes 
to a more early (enfe of their danger and tb^ 
Ihame. Bat thofe who are convinced of the ne« 
^effity of breakingi from this habitnal drowfinefi, 
too often refapfe in fpite of tfadr refolntion : for 
thefe ideal (edacers are always near ; and ddtiier 
any particdhrity of time nor place is neceilary 16 
their influence. They invade die fool wid^t 
warning, and have often charmed down refiftanoi 
before &e2r approach is perceived or ftrfpeded* 

This eaptivity, however, it is neceflary for e^* 
very man to furmoni^t, ^o has any defire to be wife 
6t uleful, to pafs his life with the efteem of others^ 
or to look bade with fitisfa^tion from his old ag^ 
tipOn his earlier years. In order to regain liberty^ 
he mad find the means of fljring from himlelf ; be 
mod, in oppolition to the Stoic pre ce p t , teach hia 
defires ro sx upon external things ; he nraft adopt 
the joys and the pains of others, and cxdte ill 
JhimKlf the want or focial pleaffares and amicable 
communication. 

It is perhaps not impoffible to promote the cnre 
of this mental malady, by do(e appKeattion to 
fome new ftudy, which may pobr in f^fh ideaSi^ 
and keep cariofity in perpetual motion. But ffaidy 
requires folitude, and fblitude is a ftate dangertxia 
to thofe who are too much accuftomed to £nk into 
theiiifelves. Adive employment, or public plea- 
fure, are generally a neceflary part of this intellec- 
tual regimen; without Vtrhid^^ tbot^fooieTenttf* 

(ion 
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lien BMrr be obtuned, a cofapleat cure will ictfcie* 
ty DC cncc ipg* 

Tb&B it a formidable and obftinate difeale of the 
intdteft, of which, when it has once bea>me ra« 
ScHed by time, the remedy is one of the hardefl 
talks of reaibn and of virtue. Its firft attadcsy 
tihertfore, flionld be watcbfolly oppofed ; and he 
that finds the frigid and narcotic infedion begin- 
Ihnftg 10 ime him, (hoold torn his whole attentiori 
tg&A it, and check it at the firft diicovery bf 
proper tiooncera^on. 

The firft reiblutioki to be filmed, when hapfn* 
nefa and virtue are thus formidably attacked, is^ 
diat no part of life be fpent in a ftate of neutrality 
or indlfivrence ; but that (bme plealbre be found 
for every moment that is not devoted to laboar j 
and that whenever the neceflary employments of 
Efe trow irkfeme or difgnfting^ an immediate 
tradmon be made to diveraon and gaiety. 

After the exercifes which the health of the body 
requires, and which have themfelves a natural 
tendency to a^uate and invigorate die mind, the 
noft eligible amu(ement of a rational beins leems 
so be, that interchange of thoughts which is prac* 
tifed in fi^ and ea(y converfadon ; where iu(m- 
don is banifhed by experience, and enraktion by 
benevolence ; where every man {peaks widi no o- 
ther leftraint but unwiUingnefs to offend, and 
hears with no other difpofition than die defire to 
bepieaftd. 

There muft be a dmein which evei^ maax tx\fis:&\ 

atud ibe onl^ choice that natm wen u«> \%<; ^^ 
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trifle in company or alone. To join profit with 
pleafure, has been an old precept among men who 
have had very different conceptions of profit. All 
have agreed, that our amufeinents fhould not ter* 
minate wholly in the prefent moment, but coatri-^ 
bate more or lefs to future advantages. He that 
amufes himfelf among well-chofen companions^ 
can (carcely fail to receive from the moft cardefs 
and obftreperous merriment which virtue can air 
low, fome ufeful hints ; nor can converfe on the 
mod familiar topics, without fome cafual inform- 
ation. The loofe fparkles of thoughtlefs wit 
may give new light to the mind, and the gay con- 
tention for paradoxical pojStions re^ify the opi- 
nions. 

This is the time in which thofe friendlhips that 
gtve happinefs or confolation, relief or fecurity^ 
are generally formed. A wife and good man is 
never fo amiable as in his unbended and fami- 
liar intervals. Heroic generofity or ^philoCbphi- 
cal difcoveries may compel veneration and refpedl : 
but love always implies fome kind of natural or 
voluntary equality ; and is only to be excited by 
that levity and chearfulnefs which difencumbers aU 
minds from awe and folicitude, invites the modeft 
to freedom, and exalts the timorous to confidence* 
This eafe and franknefs is certain to pleafe, what- 
ever be the character of him that exerts it. If our 
fuperiors defcend from their elevation, we love 
them for leilening the diftance at which we ars 
placed below them ; and inferiors, from whom we 
can receive no other advantage, will always keep 
our afFeflions while they give us pleafure. 

Every man finds himfeK diStietk\\i ^€«.€tt)d b^ 
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the fight of fortrefles of war, and palaces of plea- 
fure. We look on the height and (Irength of the 
bulwarks with a kind of gloomy fatisfadion, be« 
caufe we cannot think of defence without thinking 
likewife of danger ; but range delighted through 
the gay apartments of the palace, becaufe nothing 
is imprefled by them on the mind but joy and fefti- 
vity. . Such is the difference between great and a« 
miable characters ; with protedtors we arc fafe^ 
with companions we are happy. 
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IT is veiy difficult to write on the minuter ppts 
ofnternure, wiAottt fUlinig dtl^ ^ pleale or 
Infirud. Too much tatcety difgnfts the fjXCkt-^ 
^^bf ifeidenj andtbthrowa'multitiidemjNnr- 
ti(ws tmdcrgenenj beads/ mdky 'down nito 
|t(edfi^e comptiehenfioQ, is, for the ihoft piirt^ tff 
lUeufe. IlKiy ^ha mi^^nake^elHhbie^^ 
VOL.iV. M %tec*M» 
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therefore always in danger^ as one or other incon- 
venience arifes to their imagination^ of frighting as 
with rugged fcience, or amufihg us wiUi empty 
found. 

In criticifing the work of Miltotiy there is, in- 
4eed> always opportunity to interfperfe pafla^ 
that can hardly fail to relieve the languors of atten- 
tion : and {ince^ in examining the variety and 
choice of the paufes with which he has diverfified 
his numbers, it will be neceflary to exhibit the lines 
in which they are to he foiuid ;' perhaps the remarks 
may be well compenfated by the examples, and the 
irk&menefs of grammatical difquifitions lomewbat 
alleviated, 

Milton formed his fcheme of verfification by the 
poets of Greece and Rome^ whom he propof«l to 
himfelf for his models, fo far as the difference of 
his languageiirQm theirs would permit the imiti^^ipiii 
There are indeed many inconveniencies infeparabk 
from our heroic meafure, if i:ompared with that of 
Homer and FirgU : inconveniencies which it is 
no reproach to milton not to have overcome, be- 
caufe they ars in their own nature infoperaUe ; hot 
againfl: which he has draggled with fo much art and 
diligence, that he may at leaft be faid to have deler- 
ved fuccefs. 

The hexameter of the ancients may be ceoij^et^ 
ed as coniifling c|f^ fifteen fyllables,* to mdodiqnfltf. 
dii{)o(ed, that, as tyfxy one knows who has cbn^ 
dered the poetical authors, very bleaCng and ioiio- 
rous lyric meafiires are formed from, the £'agmen& 
of the heroic. It is indeed fcarcepolEble to breal^ 
^^W \t\ fuch a maanet) ]^vxt that mcnias ^tiaia £/-' 
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ftHi membra poeta ; bmt harmony will Aill remain , 
and the due proportions of found muft always be 
difcovered. This meafure therefore allowed great 
variety of paufes, and great liberties of connecting 
one verie with another ; becaufe wherc-ever the line 
was interrupted^ either part fingly was mulical. 
But the ancients feem to have confined this privi- 
lege to hexameters ; for in their other meafures, 
diongh frequently longer than the Englijb heroic, 
tfaoft who wrote after the refinements of verfifica-, 
tioiij venture (b feldom to change their paufes, that 
^very variation may be fuppoled rather a compli- 
ance with necei&ty^ than the choice of judgment. 

Milton therefore was conftrained within the nar- 
row limits of a meafure not very harmonious in the 
Qtmoft perfe^on ; therefore the fingle parts into 
which it was to be fometimes broken by pauses, 
were in danger of lofing the very form ot verfe. 
This hasy perhaps^ notwithftanding all his care, 
lometimes happened < 

At harmony is the end of poetical meafures, no 
part of a verfe ought to be fo feparsted from the 
reft) as not to remain ilill more harmonious th^ 
profe, or to fhew, by the difpofition of the tonci, 
that it is part of a verfe. This rulc^ in the old 
hexameter^ might be eafily obferved ; but in Engltjh 
it will very frequently be in danger of violation : 
-for the order and regularity of accents cannot well 
be perceived in a fuccefEon of fewer than three fyl- 
Jabfcsy which will confine the En^liJI) poet to only 
five paufes ; it being fuppofed, that, when he con- 
ne^s one line with another, he fhould never make 
a full paufe at lefs diftance than that of three fyl- 
lables ifrom the beginning or end of a vetfe. 

M 2 T>Q»x 
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That this rule fhoiild be tmiferMj and indiP 
penfably eflabKfhed, perhapsi cannot be granted ; 
ibmething may be aOowed to variety, and fbme- 
thmg to the adaptation of the nnrabers to the (bb- 
jed : bat It will be fotind generally neceflSfry, ami 
theear tviO fiddom foil to mfler by hs negled. 

ThnS| when a fingle fyllable is cat affirom the 
lefty it moft either be anited to the line with whidv 
the fenie conneds it, or be (banded atone. If it 
be onited to the other line, it corrupts its harmony f 
if disjom«l,. it moft, with regard to mtificj be ra^ 
perfloous; for there is no harmony in a fingkr 
(band, becaule it has no proportion to another. 

Hypocrites aufterefy talk, 
Defaming as impure what Gpd declares 
Pare ; and commands to f<m9f leaves free t^4iiL 

When two lyilabbs likewifB are abfcinded firoot 
the reft, they evidently want fbme aflbdate (blinds 
tamake tliem kaiinoaioaa. , 

^^^Ejies—^ 

— more wakefiU than to dronze. 
Charmed with Arcadian pipe, the pafl'ral reed 
Of Hermes, or his opiate rod. Mean-while. 
To refalute the world with f acred light 
JLeocothea w^iV. 

Hs ended, and the fun gavefignal high 
To the bright minifter that watch% He blew 

His trumpet. ■ ' ' ■ 

^ Firfi 
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Fsrft in bis eaft the glorious lamp wasfeeiif 
Regent ofda^; and all i^ horizon round 
Jnoefted with hright roys^ jocund to run 
Ms lonptndc through hem&i^s high road; the gny 
Dawn and the Pleiades before him ^ano*df 
Shedding fiveet influence, ■■ 

'Ae fame dcfed is perceived in the fttlowllf 
liiM^ where the {Mufe is at the feoond fyllabfe fiiMi 
tN t^^nnhig. 
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The race 



Of that wild rout that tore the Thradan hard ' ■ 
Jm Rhodope^ where woods and rocks had ears 
7o rapture f till the favage clamour drowned 
Both harp and voice ; nor could the mufe defend 
Her foil. So fail not thou, who thee implores. 

When the paufe is upon the third fyllable^ or 
the ieventhy the harmony is better prcferved ; but 
as the third and feventh are weak fyllables, the pe- 
riod leaves the ear unfatisfied^ and in exped'ation 
of the remaining part of the verfe. 



He, with his horriJ crew. 



Lty vanquiflfdy rolling in the fiery gulph. 
Confounded though immortal. But his ddom 
Referv^d him to more wrath ; for now the thought 
Both of loft happinefs and lofting pain . 
Ttrmeats biro.' " ■ 
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Cod^ 



-with frequent intercourfe^ 



Thither will fend his winged mejfengers 
.: On errands of fupemal grate. So fung 
The glorious train afiendihg^ — 

• 

It may be, I think, always remarked, tha 
paufe lybich concluded a period, (hould be m 
upon a, ftrong. fyllable, ks the fourth and fixi 
and thofe pau^s v/hich only fufpend t|ie(en(e, c 
be placed upon the weaker. Thus the paufe 
the third line of the following paiTage fatisfies 
ear better than the fourth. 



— • — The etil Jhon' 

DrailsH backj redounded (as a flood) 6n thofe 
From whom it fprung ; impojfible to mix 
With hlefedntk. — = 

The paufe on the fijfth has the iame inc6i] 
nience as on the feventh and third, that tht (ylh 
is weak. 

Beaft now with heafl ""gan war^ and fowl with fi 
And fijh with fijh ; to graze the herb all leavi 
Devoured each other : nor flood much in awe 
Of man; but fled him, or, with countenance gf 
Glared on him pafsmg, ■ ■ 

The nobleft and mod majefllc paules whicb 
verfification admits, are upon the fourth and fi 
fyllables, which are both flrongly founded ii 

r 
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pore and regular verfe ; and at either of Which the 
' verfe is fo divided, as that both members partici- 
pate of harmony. 

But now at Igfl the /acred influence 
Of light appears y aud^ from the walls (f hea^Mf 
Shoots far into the hofom of dim Night 
A glimmering dawn. Here Nature firfl begins 
Herfartheft Vfrge, and Chaos to retire. 

Bat &r above all others, if ^ can give an^ credit 
10 toy own ear, is the reft upon the fixth (ylUUe j 
which, taking in' a complete compafs of ibnnd^ 
fbch as is fumcient to conftitute one of our lyric 
meafures, makes a full and complete dofe. Some 
paflages which conclude at this flop, I could never 
read without fome ftrong emotions of delight or 
admiration* 

Before the hills appear* dy or fountah flonu^df 
Thou with the eternal Wifdom didft converfe^ 
Wifdom thy fifter ; and with her didft play 
Jn prefence of the almighty Father ^ pleased 
With thy celedial fong. 

Or other worlds theyfeevCdy or happy ifUs^ 
lite thofe Helperian gardens fam^d of old, 
Fortunate fields, and groves, andfltrvfry vales. 
Thrice happy ifles ! But who dwelt happy there p 

ffe ftaid not to /gquire, ■ ' ■ 

* - •■ . 

Ho 
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^ fi t I' m ' >^ tJ t I ■ * I ■ He MW 

Mb^tnufH, heatd in Orcb fiwu^ perhafs 
WbeM COD dgfcended; and ferhafrtmce more 
To found Hi general doom. ■ 

'If'llie ^pckitP] kA Mitifm be dtiBinedy with re- 
gard to tbcpaafe* and flow •£ liis veiics into each 
othfiTy It will appeM") that he has performed all our 
language wpaU adinit ; and the comparifbn of his 
nnmbers With thofe who have eaftivatcSd the fame 
loanner of wridpg, will (how, that he exoelled as 
ttndi in the iowo* as'the higher parts of his an; 
«nd that his tUU jniufrmpnywas 90t le(s ilian U| 
ittyentt^p or Idf l^tniiog, 
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Ml inexptrtisadtwrd poteniis 'amici, 



*VIE ScrBKCts hairing knkg'feeit Hieir* 

lies labouring '■ for ^e b»^ of mankind 

without rewm, put up-tfacir petitions to 

ferfor a more equttiiUexiulribution'^ tidies 

iionours. Jvpitir was moved with their con* 
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pliimi, and touched with ibe approaching 
nnofmea; wbom the Sciences, weaned 

Srpetual ingratitade, were dow threatening ^ 
te ; and who woald have been reduced, by 
departare, to feed in dens upon the maft of i 
lo hunt iheir prejr in defarts, and to perifh i 
t\\e pawa of aniipals, llronger and fi^cer 
thorafelvei. 

A fynod of the celeOials was therefore 
vened; in whidi it wai refolved, tbatPATi 
AGE Ihould defcend to the aHilhnce of the Sc 
CES. Patkohace was tbedangbterof AsT 
by a mortal father ; and had beta edacated ii 
Ichool of Truth, by the goddelTes whon 
wai now appointed to prpte^, She had froi 
mother that dignity of afpeft, which Itrack 1 
into ^Ife merit ; and from her millrcfs, that n 
which made her only accellible to tbole whoi 
Science; brought into h?r prefence. 

She came down, to the general acclamatli 
all the powers that favour learni no. Hope d 
before her; and Liberality ttood « her 
ready to fcalier, at h^c diredtioB, the gi^ i 
Fortune, who followed ber, was commam 
fupply. As the advanced towards Panaffiu 
cloud which had long hung over it, was innne 
1; difpelled. The (hades, before withered 
drought, fpread their original verdure ; ani 
flower* that h>d languifhed wjih cbiilnefi, bi 
coed their colours, and invigorated their fc 
fbc molet tuned their harps, and exerted theii 
fei ; ai|d a{l tb« conceit of nature welcoiqc 
•mvaJ. 
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On Pamnffits (he fixed her rcfidence, in a palace 
raifed by the Sciences, and adorned with what- 
ever could delight the eye, elevate the imagination^ 
or enlarge the underftanding. Here (he difperfed 
the gifts of Fortune, with the impartiality of 
Justice, and the difcernment of Truth. Her 
gate flood always open ; and Hope fat at the port- 
al, inviting to entrance all whom the Sciences 
numbered in their train. The court was therefore 
thronged with innumerable multitudes ; of whom, 
though many returned dilappointcd, feldom any 
hod confidence to complain; for Patronage 
was unlverfally known to negled few, but for want 
of the dae claim to her regard, Thofe therefore 
who had folicited her favour without fuccefs, gene- 
rally withdrew from public notice } and either di- 
verted their attention to meaner employments, or 
endeavoured to fupply their deficiencies by clofer ap- 
plication. 

In time, however, the number of thofe who had 
mi (carried in their pretenfions became fo great> 
that they grew lefs afhamed of their repulfes ; and, 
ioftead of hiding their difgrace by retirement, be- 
gan to befiege the gates of the palace, and obftrudl 
the entrance of fuch as they thought likely to be 
more fuccefsful. The decifions of Patronage, 
vbo was but half « goddefs, had been fbmctimes 
erroneous ; and though fhe always made hafle to 
redlify her miftakes, a few inftances of her fiiUibili- 
ty encouraged every one to appeal from her judg- 
ment to his own, and that of his companions ; 
who were always ready to clamour in the common 
caufe^ and elate each other with reciprocal applaufe. 

HoPB was a (leady friend to the dxCa^^v^xtAtftL \ 

N 2 ^^^ 
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and Impudence inchtd dxni totaooeptm fecMid 
invitaticmy and lay. their daiais agaki tefeic Pdir 
T R o N A o E-. They were again, m^tba aaoft par^- 
lent back with ignominy ; but ftHiDcl Hope- nol s* 
lienatedy and Impudence note refblately zea^^ 
lous. They thevefore contrived new expedients ; 
and* hoped' at laft to prevail ■ by- their molthndei^ 
which were always incrcafing; and their perfeve* 
ranee, which Hope and Impudence forbaife 
"^em to relax. 

Patronage havbg beenionga ftrangerto tfar 
heavenly afierobliesy b^n to degenerate towaidf 
terreftrial natare, to forget the precepts of Jusr- 
ICE and Truth ; and, inftead: of< confinw 
her firiendihip to the Sciekcbs, fafiocd herfci^ 
by little and littk, to contnd an acqnaintaBCBr 
with Pride, the Ton of Faxsehood ; by wbofe 
embraces (he had two daughters. Flattery and 
Caprice. Flattery was nuried by Libera- 
hiTYf and Caprice by Fortune, withoataoy 
affiftancefrom the leflbns of the Scibn^cbs* 

Patronage began hourly to adopt the lenti* 
ments, and imitate the manners of her hvifaoDd;; 
by whofe opinion (he now direded her dcc&ni^ 
with very little heed to the precepts c^Trvtb? 
and as her daoghters continoatiy g«ncd npon ber 
affe^ons, the Sciences loft their influence; and 
none found -ronchreafon toboaftof their reception, 
but thofe whom Caprice or Flattery condod^ 
ed to her throne. 

The throngs who had ib lone waited, and lb 
often been dmnifled for want of recommendatioa 
from the Sciences, were ddigfatcd to fee the 

power 
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power of thefe rigonmi goddefles was tendkig-ton 
iu cztiDdioB;. Their' patroDeflles now renewed* 
tfaebr eocoangemeiits. Hops fnuledat the ap^. 
pn»cb of Capri CI ; and Impudence was al- 
wiys at hand: to introduce her dienu to Flat* 

TB&T* 

Patronage had now learned to procure her* 
l(df reverence by ceremonies and formalities ; and^ 
laflead of admitting herpetitionerstoan immediato 
andimcey ordered the anttchamber to be ereftei^: 
called among mortals, iht hali of expeiiatm; In* 
to this hall the entrance was eafy to thofe whon»i 
Impudence had consigned to Flattery 3 and: 
it was therefore- crouded with a promiicnoas- 
throng) aflembied from every comer of the earthy 
picffiag forward with the utmoft eagerncfs of de^. 
fiiC) and agitated with all the anxieties of competi*' 

tiOB. 

They entered this general receptacle with ardour 
and alacrity j and made no doubt of a fpeedy ad- 
miffioBi under the condud of Flatter y, to the 
prefenee of Patronage* But it generally hap«( 
pened, that they were here left to their deftiny : tor 
the inner doors were kept by Caprice ; who o-^ 
poied and (hot them, as it feemed by chance, and 
lejcded or admitted without any fettled rule of 
difHnftion* In the mean time, the miferableat--^ 
ttndants were left to wear out their lives in al^ 
ternate exultation and dejeclion ; and delivered 
up to the fport 'of Suspicion, whowasalway^ 
wfailpering into their ear defigns againfl themwhtcbr 
weir never formed ; andof £nvy, who diligently 
pointed oot the good fortune of one or other of 
tliehr competitors; Infamy flewiouiid xVft baiiy 
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and (battered mildews from her wings, with which 
every one wasftained; Refutation followed 
her with flower flight, and endeavoured to hide the 
blemifli with paint, which was immediately bru(hed 
away, or feparated of itfelf, and left the [bin 
more vilible; nor were the fpots of Infamy ever 
cffiiced, but by limpid water from the well of 
Truth. 

It frequently happened, that Science, unwill- 
ing to lo(e the ancient prerogative of recommend* 
ing to Patronage, would lead her followers 
into the hall ofexpe£iation: but they were fooQ dif^ 
couraged from attending; for not only I^nvt 
and Suspicion inceflantly tormented thenoi, but 
Impudence confidered them as intrudefs, and 
incited Infamy to blacken them. They there- 
fore quickly retired, but feldom without f<>me fpots 
which they could never waili away, which (hewed 
that they had once waited in the hall ofexfe£iat'ion. 

The reft continued to expert the happy moment 
at which Caprice fhould beckon them to ap- 
proach ; and endeavoured to propitiate her, not 
with Homerlcal harmony, the reprefentation of 
' great adions, or the recital of noble fentiments ; 
but with foft and voluptuous melody, intermingled 
with the praifes of Patronage and Pride, by 
whom they were heard at once with pleafure and 
contempt. 

Some were indeed Rdmitted bj' Caprice whea 
they leaft expedlod it, apd heaped by Patron- 
age with the gifts of Fortune: but they were 
from that time chained to her footidooi, and con- 
demaed to regulate tbetr. lives by her glances and 

bcr 
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her nods ; tl^ey (eemed proud of their manacles, 
and feldom complained of any drudgery, however 
ferviiey or any affront, however contemptuous: 
yet they were often, notwithilanding their obe- 
dience, (eized on a fudden by Caprice, divelted 
of their ornaments, and thruil back into the halt 
of expert ation. 

Here they mingled again with the tumult ; and 
all, except a few whom experience had taught to 
(eek happinefs in the regions of Liberty, continued 
to fpend hours, and days, and years, in courting 
the fmile of Caprice with the arts of Flattery ; 
till at length new croqds prefled in upon them, and 
drove them forth at different outlets into the ha- 
bitations of DisEASB, and Shame, and Pover- 
ty, and Despair, where they pafled the reft of 
their lives in narratives of promiles and breaches 
pf ^ith, joys and forrows, hopes and difappoint- 
ments. 

The Sciences, after a thoufand indignities^ at 
kft retired from the palace of Patronage; and 
having long wandered over the world in gridf and 
diftrefsy were led at laft to the cottage of Inde- 
PENDANGE, the daughter of FORTITUDE, where 
they were taught by Prudence and Parsimont 
to lopport themfelves in dignity and gaiet. 
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Jmmmc wnacimwrmure cormmm. 
'Pftjflmgis^mti^, 'Jam' Htiiflnfmi. 



IT has been loQg otferyed^ that dieikki it 
beaaty is vague ittad undefined^ 'didbvnt in dif* 
ferent minds, and diverfified by time or place. 
It has been indeed a.tenn hitherto nled to fgiul^ 
that which pleales ns we know iM^l \ ^b& vol 
Voj,. IV. O 
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our approbation of which we can for the mofl; pari 
only jaftify ourfelves by the concurrence of num« 
bersi without much power of enforcing our opi- 
nion upon others by any argument^ bat exampk 
and authority. 'It is indeed fo little fubje^ to the 
examinations of reafon, that Pafcbal fnppoied it tc 
end where demonftration begins ; and maintains. 
t|iat, wit^Qut incqngruitv and aUprdityi we c^iv 
not ipeak of geometrical beauty > 

To trace all the fources of that various pleafuK 
which we afia'ib^ to the agency of beauty, or to 
diientangle all the perceptions mvolved in its idea, 
would perhaps require a very great part of the life 
of an Ariflotle or Plato. It is however, in .many 
cafesy apparent, that this qualil^y is relative and 
comparative ; diat we pronounce things beautiful, 
becaufe they have (bmething which we have agreed, 
for whatever reafbn, to call beauty, in a greater de- 
gree than we have been accuftomtti to find in other 
things of the fame kind ; and that we transfer the 
epithet as our knowledge increaies, and appropriate 
it to higher excellence, when higher excellenoe 
comes within our view. 

Much of the beauty of writing is of this kind ; 
and therefore B<ukau juftly rem^rks^ Uiat tibe works 
which have flood the teft of time, and been admi" 
red through all the changes which the mind of man 
has fuffered from the various revolutions of know- 
ledgei and the prevalence of contrary cvftoms^ 
qave a better claim to our regard than any modem 
can boaft ; becaufe the long continuance of thdk 
reputation proves, that they are adequate to ouf 
facQltic8| aiid agreeable to nature* 

It 
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It is^ however, the tafk of Criticifm^ to eftabiifh 
principles^ to exalt opinion to knowledge, and to 
diftingujih between tbofe means of pleaSng which 
depend upon known caufes and rational dedudion, 
from the namelefs and inexplicable elegancies which 
appeal wholly to the fancy, of which we only fi^el 
that they delight, and which may well be termed the 
rnchantrefles of the foul ; and to reduce thofe re- 
gions of literature under the dominion of Science, 
which have hitherto known only the anarchy of Ig- 
norance, the caprices of Fancy^ and tyranny of 
Frefcription. 

There is nothing in the art of verfifymg (b mnch 
expofed to the power of Imagination, as the ac- 
' commodatioh of the found to the fenle, or the re- 
prefentation of particular images, by the flow of the 
verfe in which they are expreiled. Every reader 
has iiinumerable paflages, in which he, and per- 
haps he alone, diicovers fuch refemblances. And 
fince the attention of the prefent race of poetical 
readers feems particularly turned upon this fpecies 
of elegance, I (hall endeavour tO examine, how 
much this conformity has been obferved by the 
poets, or di reded by the critics ; how far it can 
be eftablifhed upon nature and reafon ; and on what 
occaiions it has been pradifed by Milton. 

Homer y the father of all poetical beanty, has been 
particularly celebrated by Dionyfmsy as he that, of 
all the poets J had the greateft variety of found : for 
there are (lays he) innumerable foffages, in which 
length of time y hulk of hody^ extremity offajfion^ and 
ftillnefs ofrefofe ; or in which y on fhe contrary, bre- 
vity , /peedf and eagernefs, are evidently maxktd out 
hy the found of the fylkbUs^ Tbus the anguijb oiA 

O 2 i^*^* 
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flam pace nitbiwikk the- Uini ?eijfllaua»^^d v«f 
mr'/i Itts. lHmds.tbe tMrnma^fiis cam^- arrperami 
m the cadmct tfthi verfis vMch.defiriie ii. 

Xffo) 4*'^0f^v. ■ ■ ■■ 

Thus the eflfbrts cf AcbiUvf fthigglijig 4ii Ur -ar* 
flioar againft the current of a rrver^ fbfoettnier-ro* 
fiftmg and (bfnetimes'viekihigy may b6-pereeived*firt 
the eUfions of fhefylfaible9> theffew iaccefflto- of 
the feet^ and the flrength of the conlbnattta. 

Eem$ mnlimtrSktu*^ ■■■ ■ ■■ 

When hcdefaibes the cm&ori^ea.dafliedflii 
galoft a rock^ . he colteai tbe.n^gft nnplbtfpf ^ 
harfli^foands. 

And. when ■ hq would plaee . befbre^the . eyea iboe^ 
thing dreadful and a(l;oniihingy..h»jnakeft choked 
the ftrongeft vowels^ and the letters of mod diffi- 
cult utterance^ 

Ativev ^tfiMfuttn.fttfi 5 AtifMc re O^or m* 

Many other examples Dionyfius prodttces^ but 

Adis will fufficiently (hew thiit he-was fancifidy or 

ihat we bnvt loft'the gnttVn^^K^nnao^^ t (or 
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I know -not' vbetber. in tny t)nc«o£'tbefii.i«ftiul^» 
the iimiUuuie om.he, dUcovere(L It feems .iodted 
probable, that the veneration with which lUmer 
was ready produced many fiSppofitidons beautiesr 
For though- it it;ceFtttn>< that* the 9mnd oftnany 
of his ver&s verf jqftly ooridpoodswith tbe^ogs 
exprefled ; yet when the force of his wngg^narion 
is cenfidered, with the flexibility of bis langoage^ 
of which the fyllables night be often contracted 
or diktedat pleaforc,. it will ieem- qniikeljr'that 
loch conformity. Auwld JiapfMon le&firequcAtly-cvea 
without defign. 

It*is not hoiwem\t» be doubted, that/%rjf//, 
who wrote amidil: the light of criticifiiiy and who 
owed fo much :of his. fucc^s to art and labour^ , «n« 
deavoured, among other excellencies, to exhibit tbis^ 
fimilitude-; nor has fae4>ectt lels happy in this than 
i» the otherrgraocftof .Tsrfification/ This^lislidr^ 
of his numbers* was^atthe revivalof kmu^fy.dif* 
played with gre»t djeg^ce by Fida, iaiiis ari^of 
poetry. 

Haudfatis efiAUU'uUMnqiie'iehudti^^wetfifm 
Omnia fed mtuHi v^cwmtmflrdihm afUrnt^ 
Atquefino quitaa^M catnmt hmtiaMtmr^ eiaffs^ 
Verborumfaeie^ . dr qtutfiiorcarmimpiot^,. 
Namdpofrfsjofus jejtvehti dare vfifffhm or»f - 
Hie melior ^nrniuque ptdu»^ iffemi^bus Mlhj • 
Molle viei»4acitf lapju perlevmradir: 
Jlle autemjnemins, acmak ignmfmif^ens^ - 
JaceditJgKda fm^umnefnbfid^dsfi 
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Cai Uetum membris Venus omnibus dfflat honorem. 
Gmtra alius rudis, infirmes oflendit (S artuSf 
Hirjutumque fuperc'dium^ ac caudam Jinuofim^ 

if^ratus vifuj fon'ttu iUatabilis ipfi. 

Ergo ubijam naut^e J^umas falls are ruenM 
Incubuere marly videas fpumdre redudls 
Comulfum remis, roftrl/que flrldentlbus aquoTi 
Tunc hnge/ale/axajonant, tunc iyfreta vetUis 
Inclplunt agitata tumefcere : llttore fiuShs 
IlUdunt raucOf atquerefra6la remurmurat unda 
Ad fcopuloSf cumulo In/equltur prseruptus itquit 

mons, — - 
Cum vero ex altojpeculatus carula Nereus 
Lenllt In morem ftagnl^ placidaque paludlSf 
Labltur un6ia vadis abies, natat uniia carina* -^ 
Ferba etlam res exlguas angufla fequuntur^ 
Ingentefque juvant Ingentla : cun6ia glgantem 
Vafla decent f vultus ImmaneSy peCiora lata, 
Et magnl membrorum artusy magna ojfa iacertlque. 
jitque adeOf fiqmd gerltur mollmine magno, 
Adde moroMy ^ par Iter tecum' quoque verba laborent 
Segnla : feu quando vl multa gleba coa^lis 
■ JEternum frangsnda b'tdentlbuSy aquorefeu cum 
Cornua velatarum obvertimus antennarum. 
At mora fi fuertt damnoy proper ar e jubebo. 
Slfe forte cava extulerit mala viper a terra^ 
Tolle moras y cape faxa manuy cape roboroy paftor : 
Firte citifiammas^ date tela^ repelUte peftem* 

Itft 
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Ipfeetiam verfus ruatj in pracepfque firatur^ 

Immenfo cum pracip'ttans ruit Oceano nox, 

j4ut cumfcrculfus gravltur proeumbit humi bos, 

Cumque etiam requ'tes rebus datur^ ipfa quoque ultr^ 

Carmina paulifper curfucejfare vldebis 

In medio interntpta : quierunt cumfreta ponti, 

Ppflquam aura pofuere^ quiefcere protinus ipjum 

Cernere erit, mediifque incceptis fiftere verjum. 
Quiddicam, fenior cum telum imbellefine iitu 
Jnvalidus jacit, iy defeats virihus ager ? 
Nam quoque turn verfus fegni pariter pede langutt : 
Sanguis hebet^ fiig^^^ effostie in corpore vires. 
Fortem autem juvenem deceat prorumpcre in arces, 
EvertiJJe domos^ prafia£iaque quadrnpedantum 
Pe£lorapeSioribus perrumpere, flernere turres 
IngenteSf totoqueferum darefunere campo. 

From Viday Mr Pope feems to have tranfplaote^ 
this flower^ which is the growth of happier di- 
toatesy into a foil \t[% adapted to its natare^ and 
lefs favourable to its increafe. 

poft is the ftrain when 2kphyr gentfy blows. 
And the fmooth flream in fmoother numbers Jlows f 
But when loud billows lafi the founding Jhore, 
The hoarfe rough verfe fiould like the torrent roar. 
When A]9ixflrivesfome rock^svajl weight to throw, 
The line too labours, and the words move flow : 
Not fo when fwift CgmWh feours the plain, 
f lies o*er th' unbending corn, and Jkims along themain* 
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Fcomithefclines, laboured witb great altentiony 
9nd celebrated by a Tival wit^ snay be judsed what 
can be expe&ed from the mod diligent endeavoan 
after this imagery of found. The verfe intettded 
tarepreient the whifper of the fernal breesci *muft 
furely be confefled, not much to cKcel in (bftnefi 
or volubility ; and the fmooth dream runs with a 
petpetual clafli of jarring conibnants. The noife 
and turbulence of the torrent, is indeed diftinfily 
imaged ^'fbr it requires vny Hftle fldll ^o make 
our language rough. Sut 4n' the lines ^hich men- 
tion the ^ort -of ^jaUf -^there is no -particular 
bcavinefs or delay. The fwiftnefs of Camilia is ra- 
ther contrafted than exemplified, ^hy the verfe 
ftould be len^en^ to'expnsfs {j>eed, will notca- 
fily 'be difemfed.i 'Id tdikr^iaayls ufed for that 
purpoitt^y .4bfraocientt, two.fliort fyUables were 
pronounced with fuch rapidity, as to be equal only 
to one lonig : they therefore naturally ejdiibit the 
a6l of pa(mig through a longTpace in>a ^(hort time. 
But the Alexandrine^ by its paufe in the midft, is 
a tardy and fliatelymeafure ; and'theHkrord'W^- 
ingj oneofthembft iluggifh and 'flow whieh'Otir 
language ifibrds, -caimot inuch accelenite itt mo- 
tion. 

Theft-rales* kmd thefe examples have* taught our 
pmfcnteritics ta enquire ^my fiodioufly and mi- 
nutely iato-fbonda and cadences. ' It it - therefore 
ufeful to examine with what ikill they have, pro- 
ceeded ; what difcoveries they have mdde ; and 
whether any rdes can be^^^Hfhed, ^idi may 
guide 4»vbmaftcr'iA iuch nelcardies. 
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Quorum Fiamsmd tcgitur lints aiqu9 Latind. 

Juv. 



« 

THere are few books on wbjich mpre time {s 
fpent by young Ihdents, ihu^ on treatiies 
which deliver the chara^^s of authors ; 
nor which oftener deceive the expedation oJF tbc 
f eader, or fiU bi^ mind with mpre o^lq&WA) ^Sc^ 
Voi.JV. P "^ 
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the progrers of bis ftudies and the encreafe of his 
knowle^e ob|ige him to refign. 

Baillet has introduced his colle^on of the de- 
cifions of the learned^ by an enumeration of the 
pr^udices which miflead the critic, and raiie the 
pamons in rebellion agai^ft th( lodgment. Hif 
catalogueyi&oqgb -Urge, is iroperfio. And who dbi 
hope to complete it ? The beauties of wridng have 
been obferved to be often fuch as cannot, in the 
prefent ftate of human knowledge, be evinced by e- 
vidence, or'llf&Wn oi^i; into demonfll;rations : they 
are therefore wholly fubjedl to the imagination, 
and do not fprce their effects upon a mind pre- 
occupied by un&vourable (entiments, or overcome 
the conntera^o9 of a falfe firinaple, or of ftabbor^ 
partiality. 

To convince any man againft his wilt, if hard j| 
but to pleafe him againft his will, is juftly pronoun? 
ixA \if*&i'^fdfft f6 ht libdVe th^ t^atb tn immaii v 
bilities. Intereft and paflion will hold out long ar 
gainfl: the dofeft fiege of diagrams and fyllogilms ; 
but they are abfolutely impregnable to imagbrv and 
(entiment; and wjll (land unmoved againit the 
notes of V^gU dr^Wmfr^ timgd *cyimqrgive 
way i4 thn( to the batteries of- Euclid x>r Jrclnm' 



In trqfting therefore to the (eptence of a critiC| 




, it'ih<^'ai« Wfeiah^'fl^^ tfegli^i 

H^r^'h ibMVtint'&WJ ^nWe^Yteft-Vlgflant^cau- 

-"do^^^^ cSifdhioft ^ 
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b^^D) n thpftJJiiul extrinfic aiy^jfcciflcftij c^qti, 
fiqiin eyery tlfjifff wbicb ou'esji^ luO^Ml ^t nf; 

M«n; pTthafe ifrfat) haye detcnniqed, wj^.grpaf 
boldne&i opon toe virioaif}cgr«ij}fliteranfi^7 
lit, may be julUjt JTu^icfied of tujrtfi^'j:|fil^.{cii'- 

fntbiwt much knowledge of Ihe caufe before ih^i 
for it will not eaGly be imagined of Langiaipe ^jj^ 
Felloe, Borrichiiiis at Rapin, that they had very ac- 
curatdy perLffed all the books which they praijc'or 
ceofure | or that, even if nature and learning had 
(|uaJified the«i for judges, ihcy could read for eye^ 
with the atteniion necelfary to a juA critici^', 
Sada perforapnces, however, are not wholly wnh- 
oiit their ufe ; for ihey arc commonly jull echoei 
to the voice of Fame, and ttanfhiii the general 
fu^rage 0/ Mankind when they have no parucular 
notiyes to fup^ie^.jt. 

Critic), like all the lefl of maolund, are very 
fre^iKiftly niifled bj iptcreft. Ti{C bigoiry with 
wliicb editori regar^ tlie fitit)i6n wboqi they !l|iir 
flr^te or corrcA, naslfeen geqer^Uy remark^. , Dr/f 
den wai kaown |o have written ofoSt qf fils'critiqif 
djilerlations only to recqn)Itwi)d tbe ^prka UMS 
which he thenhapp^ifec['|9 he apn^^M ; ai)«f ..^^ 
i^Jcia is fufpeftcfl to hase eog/^ '&^^ ,P?BP<?I 
juftice^ beetle hi^ own Cattyif^'c^uffqined t« 
pcrifli m a good caufe. 

P a TsAMi 
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There are pfejudieies which aathoirs, not other- 
wife weak or corrupt^ have indalged without 
fcruple ; and perhaps feme' of them are (b compli- 
cated with oar natural affedionsi that they cannot 
eafily be difentangfed from the heatf. Scuroe any 
can hear with imprtiality a comparifbh between 
the aath'on of lii^ own and another country : and 
though it camioty I think, be charged equally d& 
all nations, that they are blinded with this literary 
patriotifm ; yet there is nonK thiat do not took up- 
on its own authors with particular regard, and e- 
fteem them as well for the place of £eir birth, at 
for their knowledge or their wit. There is there- 
fore (eldom modi refped duie to comparative 
criticifin, when the competitors ttte Of oifierent 
countries, unlets the judge is of af nation e<tually 
indifferent to both. The Italians coufd not for a 
long time believe, that there was any Ihirning be- 
yond the mountains; and the French (eem gene- 
rally perfuaded, that there are no writers equal 
to their own. I can fcarcely believe, that ifScauger 
had not confidered himleff as allied to f^irgil, oy 
being born in the (ame country, he wouki have 
found his works fo much fuperior to thole of Ib^ 
tnery or have thought the controverfy worthy of lb 
much zeal, vehemence, and acrimony. 

There is, indeed, one prejudice, and only one, 
by which it may be doubted whether it is any dif- 
honour to be fometimes mifguided. Critidfm has 
lb often given occafion to the envious and ill-na- 
tured of gratifying thefr malignity^ that fome have 
thought it neceflary to recommend the virtue of 
candour without limits or reftridion, and preclude 
from the liberty of cenfure. Writers poileulbd wit& 

this 
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^1i opinion^ are always enferdng the ddtiea of 
cii^i^ and decenqr^ recommendiDg to cridct the 
proper diffidence of themlelvef, and incolcating 
the veneration dae to celebrated names. 

I am not of opinion, that thele profefled enemies 
of arrogance and feverttyy have mnch more bene- 
irolence or modefty than the reft of mankind ; or 
that they have, for the moft part> any other inten- 
tion than to difiingiiifti themfelvet by their (oftnefi 
and delicacy. Some are modeft, becaale they are 
ttmoroQs; andfomeare lavifli ofpraife^ becanfe 
they hope to be repaid. 

There is indeed fome tendemefs doe to living 
writers, when they attack none of thofe truths 
which are of importance to the happinefs of man- 
kind, and have committed no other ofience than 
that of betraying their own ignorance or dalndTs. 
I fliould think it cruelty to crufh an iniedt who had 
provoked me only by buzzbg in my ear ; and 
would not willingly interrupt the dream of harm- 
lefs ftupidity, or deftroy the jeft which makes its 
author laugh. Yet I am far from thinking this 
tendernefs univerfally neceflary : for he that writes^ 
may be confidered as a kind of general challenger, 
whom every one has a right to attack ; fince he 
quits the common rank of life, fieps forward be- 
yond the lifts, and offers his merit to the public 
judgment. To commence audior, is to claim 
praife ; and no man can jnftly tSfUn to honour, 
but at the hazard of dilgrace. 

But whatever be decided concerning contem* 
poraries>^' whom he that knows the treachery oC 
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tii^ oar pwn j}ri4|B or mvy wipt fj^ api^Kur^v^ of 

himtelf not nmbMuifd lQ,4SlPfi^& tiMotcm 
furely be no exemptions pleaded to (ecore thofe 
firom critic;^,. wh9 cg^np I^Apr (bflGPT by.re- 
proaqb^ aQ4 .pf whiQ«) ng^b'wg Q9W reffij^jiii. hvH 
thrir wmiag^ .^.Ibfir Mffles* \Jffffi\ tbfiffijuh 
tboiTf 9 Ibf i:r>ti« U UB^pqbtCfiiy .«t. filU iib^y to 

only bit .ow«j^e, aqj^ lilk^ ij&MT^/ wb9lli,he jdceiv 
hUfif^d ji) |)i#ip^ij|M4.i;egMU)f 9 ^COQD^qd^ pbtuii 
toms which cannot be woaii4^* He n»y jpdccii 
pay fome regard to eftabliflied reputation : bnt be 
cao by ihn &fw ^jfrenrcwi^.coiuriUt odyUs.owd 

Th^£Mzl^ ^f« wrk^r(^(KiAQW1^4gid.MveUenci 
ane ADfire ^ajoigw^^y b^^aufe l^e inflMfmre <o£bil 
lexjuopl^ ^ m/QF^ fty^mlht^ : and ^iVMiei?^ ^Immt 
^g requires, thf^ tbf^ AoUt4 ibe diiopv^pr^ -vid 
fti^matiT^edy befisre .they have tbe liw^ioq of antir 
Quity cQp^i;r<9d ^ipptt .^h^n^ ^nd beooiBije. prei^ 
aents of iuKijifpui^Ie ggtbority* 

It has An4M beei) fijj^ace^ jby 4^y9»% M 
Qlie.of tbe d^far^esiilipp of # true .critjc, tbat b0 
points out be^Hti^ r^^b^r tb^|fi^altpb,..Bvit it israr 
tber natural , to a m^^qfl^m^g and geqim, to 
gpply bimielf chiefly to tbe i(lpjly of writers ij4)9 
have more b^.uj;ies,|b^ faults to jbe.dirpkyed : fot 
the duty of criticifm is inei.thc;r to dqpr^ate iiqr 
dignify by partial reprefentations ; but to hold oat 
tbe light of Heafbn^ wbatfi;»er it may di(cpver ; and 
to promulgfitpithe ^eKe^niQaiioD^ of T^, wbatr 
^¥fir (he /hall didate. 
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Viifrix per ohft antes catervas 

Egit amor ftudiumque re£H, 

HoR. 

TH t» referoblance of poetic numbers to thd 
fubjedt v^hicb they mention or defcribe, 
may be confidered as general or particular; 
as conGfUng in the flow and fthi^lhire 6f a whole 
padage taken together, or as coroprifed In the 
found of fbme emphatical lind defcriptive words^ 
or in the cadence and harmony of fingle verfes. 

The general refemblance of the (band to Xht 
(enle, is to be fonnd in every language which ad* 
Ihits of poetry, in every author whofe force of 
fancy enables him to imprefs images ftrongly on his 
own mind, and whofe choice and variety of lan- 
guage fupplies him with juil repreientations. To 
fuch a writer it is natural to change his meafures 
with bis fubjefty even without any effort of the 
underdandingy or intervention of the judgment. 
To revolve jollity and mirth, necefiarily tunes the 
voice of a poet to gay and fprightly notes, as it 
fires his eye with vivacity; and refledtion on 
gloomy circumftances and difaftrous events, will 
udden hi^ humberd^ as it will cloud Vvt& co<qxins.<^ 

Vol . JV. Q^ xiM\s» 
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nance. But in fuch pafla^s there is only the &• 
militade of pleafnre to piftafurei and of grief to 
griefs withont any immediate application to par- 
ticalar images. The fiune flow or joyoas verfifica- 
tion will celebrate the gaiety of marriage, and the 
exultation of triumph ; and the (ame languor of 
melody will fnit the complaints of an abfent lover^ 
as of a conquered king. 

It is fcarcdy to be doubted, that on many oc- 
cafions we make the mnfic wluch we ima^ne onr- 
felves to hear ; that we modulate the poem by our 
own difpofition, and alcribe to the numbers the 
effo&B of the fenfe. We may obferve in life^ that 
it is not eaiy to deliver a pleafing meflag^ in an 
unpleafing manner, and that we readily aiE>ciate 
beaqty and deformity with thofe whom for any 
reafon we love or hate. Yet it would be too 
daring to declare that all the celebrated adaptations 
of harmony are chimerical ; that Hmer had no 
extraordinary attention to the melody of his verle 
when he defcribed a nuptial feftivity ; 

fiymov Api dkv, to?^^ J^iildpduic ifJfu;, 

that Fida was merely fimcifol, wIku he (bppofed 
Virgil endeavouring to repcefent by . anaMDmon 
melody of nuobersy die ad«entitiOi|a. beauty of 

Os humerofque deoJmKs : namfue i^a dec/or am 
Cxbricm nato geitcirix, btmenque juvent^ 



\ 
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or that Milton did not intend to exemplify the 
harmony which be mentions : 

^ FoimtainsI and ye that vxtrUe as ye flow , 
Melodious nuarmurs ! wariUttg tune his praifi. 

That Milton underllood the force oiP founds well 
adjnfted, and knew the oompafs and vttriety of the 
ancient meafures^ cannot be doubted; fincehewat 
both a muiician and a critic : but he feems to have 
confidered thefe conformities of mealure^ as dther 
not often attainable in Qur language, or as pet- 
ty excellencies, unwor^ of bis ambition ; for it 
will not be found, that he has always affigned the 
fame caft of numbers to the fame fubje^. He 
has given in two fsfiages ,very minute r<kfcfiptions 
of ati'gelic beautv ; hot thbugh the images are 
nearly the fame, the numbers will be found upon 
conlparifon very different. 

jind now a flnpling cherub he oppeers^ 

Not of the prime J yet fuch as in his face 

Touth fftttl d eeUftialf and to txfry Bmh 

Suitable grace di&bsM, fo well he feign*d ; 

Under a coronet his flowing hair 

In eurls on either cheek playM ; wings be wore 

Of many a cblour'd plume, fprinkled withgokL 

Some of the lines of this defcriptipn are remarkably 
defedive in harmony, and therefore b^te means 
correfpondent with that fymmetrical elegance and 
eafy grace which they are intended to ekblbit* 
The tailure, however, is fully compenfated by the 
reprefentatiOn«f i?^/^tf^/, which equally delights 
the ear and JmagiBation. 

0.2 A 
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Aferafh winged : fix wings he wore, to flfade 
His lineaments divine ; the pair that clad 
Each flfoulder broad, came mantling o^er his ireaft 
IVith regal ornament ; the middle pair 
pirt like a ft any zone his waid, and round 
Skirted his loins and thighs, with downy goLf, 
And colours dipfd in heaven ; the third bisfeei 
Shadowed from either heel wjthftather*d mail, 
Sfy'tindur^d grain! Like ^sl9L*sJbn he flood, 
Andfl)ook his plmes, that heav'nly fragrance filled 
The circuit wide. 



I 



The adumbration of particular and diftindl iou|* 
.es by an esaSt and perceptible refemUance of 
oimd| is fometimes ftudied, and (bmetimes cafaaL 
Every language has many words formed in imita- 
tion of the noiles which they fignify. Such arQ 
ftridor, bah, and beatus, in Lattn; and in Eng* 
lijh, to grvml, to buzz, to hifr^ and to jarr* 
Words of this kind give to a verle the proper fi- 
militqde of (bund without much labour of the 
writer, and its happinefs is therefore to be attri- 
buted rather to fortune than (kill ; yet they are 
Ibmetimes combined with great propriety, and 
contribute to enforce the impre(Hon of the idea. 
We hear the pading arrow in this line of Virgil; 

Etfugit horrendm flridens elapfri frigitta : 

«nd the creaking of hell-gates in the de(cription 
by Milton ; 

Openfiy 
ff7fi iff^tutms recoil^ and jarring fiund. 
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W infernal doors ; and on their hinges grate 
Harjb thunder. 

But many beauties of this kind| which the mo- 
derns, and perhaps the ancients^ have obferyed^ 
feem to be the product of blind reverence adiog 
upon fancy. Dior^fius him(elf tells us, that the 
found of Homers verfes fometimes exhibits the 
Idea of corporeal bulk. Is not this a difcovery 
nearly approaching to that of the blind man, who, 
after a long inquiry into the nature of the (carlec 
colour, found that it reprefented nothing fo much 
as the clangor of a trumpet ? The reprefentative 
power of poetic harmony coofifis 01 found and 
meafure ; of the force of the fyllables flngly confi* 
deredy and of the time in which they are pro- 
nounced. Sound can refemble nothing but found, 
and time can meafure nothing but motion and da- 
^tion. 

The critics, however, have (truck out other fi- 
militudes ; nor is there any irregularity of numbers 
which admiration cannot difcover to be eminently 
beautiful. Thus the propriety of each of thete 
lines has been celebrated by writers whofe opinion 
^he world has reafbn to regard : 

Fertitur interea celum, et ruit oceano nox.-^ 
Sternitur^ exanimifque tremens procumbit humi hs,^^ 
Parturiunt montes, nafcetur ridicuks mus.-^ 

If all thefe criticifms are juft, there mnft befbme re- 
markable conformity between the fudden fucceffion 
of night fp day, the fallofan oxunder ablow, ^nd 
_the birth of a moufe from a mountain \ CLac^'w^^x^ 
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told of all thefe images^ that they are very firongly 
imprelled by the fame form and termination of the 
vcrfc. 

/We may, bowever, without giving way to enthn- 
fiafin^ admit, that (bme beauties of diis kind may 
be produced. A (bdden flop at an unufual fyllable 
inay image the ceflation of adioni or the panfe of 
dilcourfe. And Mtlton has very happily imitated the 
Repetitions of an echo : 

' I fiedf and erf d out Death ! 



Hffll trembled at the hideous name^ andfigh^d 
'Ff*om'all her caws, and hack refiunded Death ! 

^he meaffare or time of (sifonbundng may be va- 
ried, fo as very (bongly to reprefent, not only the 
modes of external moddn, but the quick or flow 
fucceflion of ideas, and confequently the |Milfions 
of the mind. This at lead was the power of the 
fpondaic and dalftylic harnidiiy ; but our laiiguage 
cau feach no eminent diveruties of found. 'We 
Itan indeed fbmetitnes, byencumb^ng and retard- 
ing' the line/lhhv the difficulty of a progrefs m^ 
by (irong ^rts and with freqttetit ihterroptibns, 
or mark a flow and he^vy motion. Thus MUton has 
imaged the toil of Satan ftruggling through chaos t 

So 'henoith difficulty and labour hard 
MofNl on : luith difficulty and labour ^tf— ■ 

Thbs he has defcribed the leviathans or whales : 

•WcHofmng, vMOeildy, emrmtus in their gait» 

Bat 
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Bat he has at other times neglected fuch repre- 
fenutions; as may be obfervedin the volubility 
and levity of thefe lines, which esq^rds an a^pq^. 
tardy and rdudant*. 



Defcent and fyll 



To us is adverfe. Who but filt of iate^ 
When the fierce fie hw^ oa -our iroken rear 
Inptltingf and furfu^d us through the deep, 
With what confufion and laborious flight 
We funk thus low! Th* afcent is eajy then. 

In another place he defcribes the gentle glide of 
ebbing waters in a line remarkably rough and halt- 
ing. 



Tripping ebb s that flole 



With fofl foot towards the deep ; who now hadft^d 
His fluices. ' — • 

It is not indeed to be esqiedlffdi ^ the foutuj; 
ihould always af&d the. meaning; bat it ought ner! 
ver to counteradl it : and tho^ore MifpoA has heri^ 
certainly committed a fault like that of the. playecj^ 
who looked on th^ earth when he implpred the bea-. 
vens, and tp the heavens whoa. h^.addrcSed the 
earth, 

Thofe who are determined to find in Miltou ap; 
aflemblage of all the cT^lendes which have enno* 
bled all oth^ poets, will oerhapsbe offended^ th^l^ 
I do not celebrate his veruficat^oi^ in higher termajr. 
fi>r there are readers who difcover, in Ais pallage,' 



S<^ 
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Softretch'd out hugi in length the arch-fiend laj, 

^ long form delcribed in a long line. But the truth 
is, that length of body is only mentioned in zflow 
line ; to which it has only the relemblance of time 
to fpace, of an hour to a maypole. 

The (ame turn of ingenuity might perform won- 
ders upon the delcription of the ark ; 

Then from the mountains hewing timber tall, 
Began to build a vejjel of huge hulk; 
Meafured by cubit , lengthy breadth, and height* 

In thefe lines the poet apparently defigns to fix the 
attention upon its bulk : but this is elFeded by the 
enumeratioBy no{ by the meafure ; for what ana- 
logy can there be between modulations of found) 
and corporeal dimendons I 

Milton indeed feems only to have regarded this 
(pedes of embel]i(hment fo far as not to rejeA it 
when it came unfbught ; which Would often hafH 
pen to a mind fo vigorous^ employed upon a fub- 
|eA (b various and extenfive. He had indeed t 
greater and a nobler work to perform ; a fingle fen** 
timent of moral or of religious truths a fingle image 
of life or nature, would have been cheaply loft iot 
a thoufand echoes of the cadence to the lenle ; and 
he who had undertaken to vindicate the ways of 
God to many might have been accufed of negleAiog 
his caufe, had he lavifhed much of his attention up' 
on fyllables and founds. 
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Parens deorum cuitor, et iftfrequenSf 
Inf anient is dum fapientia 

Confultus erro : nttnc utrorfim 
Vela darsy atqtte iter are cwrfus 
Cogor reli£ios. ■ 

HOR. 

r^? /i»/ R A M B L E R. 

SIB, 

THere are many difeafes both of the body 
and mind^ which it is far ea^ to prevent 
than to care : and therefore I hope yon 
^11 think me employed in an o£5ce not nfaefs d« 
ifaer to leambg or virtue, if Ide&tvb^ticA^T^ 
Vol. JV. R vwa\ 



130 The RAMBLER. N«95. 

toms of an intelle(5hjal malady, which, though at 
firQ it feizes only the palIions,.willy if not fpeedily 
remedied, infed the reafbn, and, from blalBng 
the bloflbms of knowledge, proceed in time to 
canker the root. 

I was bom in the houfe of difpord. My parents 
were of unfuitable ages, contrary tempers, and 
di^Terent religions; and therefore employed the 
fpirit and aent^efs ^hich jnatarchad very li- 
berally bedowed upon both, in hourly difpates, 
and inceflant contrivances to deted each other in 
the wrcyig : .fo^ that from tb(ii(r(^iexqtioos p(<rea- 
fbn I ^as bred a'difputant ; trained up in all the 
arts of domeftic fophiftry ; initiated in a thooiand 
low (h^tagems, nimble fliifts, and fly concealr 
nients; 'i)^fiMtn*iiirth^'tfirrt8"df-<ltetdidOB/*ad 
acquainted with all the difcipline of fending and 
proving. It was neceflarily my care to preferve 
the kindnefs Qf.4x)th4lwcnnti0i»fftifts^^«iM[«tbere- 
fore I had very early formed the habit of fofjfieDd- 
Ing my judgment, of he^Yitig'^lirgtitnents witti in- 
difference, of incKmBg«AS:oceafios\'ir«i|tlirtcl to ei- 
ther fide, and of holding, myfdf und^tetqiined be- 
tween them tilt < kn\5W' for whsit opinion I might 
conveniently declare. 

.! : 

Thus, Sir, I acquired very early the (kill of dif- 
putation : and,::a&wt tdry^jiAuniUy love the arts 
in which we believe ourfelves to excel, I did not let 
my abilities lie ufelefs, npr fgifer my ^dexterity to 
bo lo^l for "vt^nt: 9f praiAice ;- fofi*I '«Agagadn«*fnr*. 
petua|[,wir^glci.with,my ,iy>f>9jf<}U9w«,.fVd was 
Dever tQ bo qoDvinced 01;, repi^d- by^AI)^ otbec 
mgumpti, than blows, by^wlwch-im^Tfi^BOi^^ 

• •'• ii-JKe 
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like 'the Roman orator, tnudi more emikieht for e- 
Idquetice th&n cocifage. ' 

At the univerfity I found my predominant am- 
bition- complettfty gratifi^ by the- lludy of logic. 
I impreffed ^pon my memory athQuffehd^ -axioms^ 
and ten thoufand'dHtinQidiis, pra^ifed every form 
of fyllogffm, pafled 'alhmy»day8 in the fchobls-.of 
difpirtflition>" and tot every night xjixhr^Smighdui 
onitty|)tllbw. • You will'taot doubt 'but ftfch'a ge- 
nkls Wa« foon railed ib emiftence by fuch applica- 
tion i^ I Vail celebi«ttfd' in my third year for the 
moft artful opponent 'that the*' tmiverfity could 
blMl^y'^and becamethe'terrorand the envy t)f all the 
candidates for philofopbital repdtatioft: My re- 
nown^' 'indeed/*wa» ■ not' ptircbaled' but at the price 
of ftll my time,' -and all'my ftudie*:" I never fpoke 
but to contradhfb/ nor declaimed biit'in defehteof 
a pofition'that^was'univerfally acknowledged to be 
faifej and 'therefore worthy, in my opinion, to be 
adorned with' alh the coioors of falfe reprefentation^ 
and fhengthened^ith alfthe arts of fallacious fub* 
tilty. 

My'fether,*'who had no other wifh than to fee 
his fon richer than hiiltfblf, eadly concluded; that I 
fhduld diftinguifh' myf^If among the profefTofs of 
thfe law ;' and thefeWfe^ when- 1 had with great 
honour taken my fir{t*degrec,' ' difpatched me to the 
Temple'y -with a paternal admonition, that I ihould 
never ftiffef myfelf to feel fhatae, for nothing* but 
modefty coold retard tty fbrtnne.' Vitiated, ig- 
norant, and 'heady as I -was, I had 'not yet 'loft 
my reverence for virtue, and therefore could not 
receive fuchr di^tes ^ithtiut horror t but^ bo^e^ex , 
Was /yleafod with his'dttammavioti ottcq ^w>A^ A 
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life ; becaufe be placed me in the way that leads 
fooneft from the prefcribed walks of difcipline and 
education^ to the open fields of liberty and choice. 

I was now in the place where every one catchcjl 
the contagion of vanity, and fbon began to dif* 
tinguiih myfelf by (bphifms and paradoxes.' I de- 
dared' war agaiDU all received opinions and efisr 
blidied rules ; and levelfed my batteries particularly 
againft thofe univerfal principles which had ftood 
iknlhaken in all the viciilitudes of literature^ and 
were conddercd as the inviolabk temples of trutby 
1^ the impregnable bulwarks of fcience. I applied 
my felf chiefly to thofe parts of learning which have 
filled the world with doubt and perplexity ; and 
could readily produce all the arguments relating to 
matter and motion, time and Ipace, identity and 
infinity. I was equally able and equally willing 
to maintain the fyftem of Newton or DeJcarUss and 
&voured occafionally the hypothefis or Ptohnyj or 
that of Copernicus • I fometimes exalted vegetables 
to fenfe^ and fometimes degraded animals to me- 
chanilnr. 

Nor was i lefs inclined to weaken the credit of 
hiftof y, or perplex the do^rines of polity. I was 
always of the party which I heard the company 
condemn^ Among the zealots of liberty, I could 
harangue with great copioulheis upon the advanta- 
ges of ablblute monarchy, the fecrecy of its coun- 
iels, the expedition of its meafures f and celebra- 
ted the blefhags produced by the extin^on of par; 
ties, and precluuon of diebates. Among the af- 
fertors of regal authority, I never failed to declaim 
with great warmth upon the original charter of ti- 
mvcrm liberty^ the cotrupxiQn qC cqusu^ and fU- 
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ly of voluntary fubmUEon' to thofe whom nature 
has levdled with ourielves. I knew the defeds of 
every fchemeof government^ and the inconvenien* 
ces of every law. I (pmetimes (hewed how much 
the condition of mankind wouU be improved by 
breaking the worU into petty (bvereignties, and 
fimietimes difplayed the felicity and peace which 
nniveriai monarchy would diffufe over the earth. 

To every aeknowledged h€t Ifennd mnume- 
fidile objedions : for it was my rulci to judge of 
hiftory by reafbn ; and therefore I made no fcruple 
of bidding defiance to teftimony. I have more 
than once queftipned the exiftence of Alexander the 
Great \ and havmg demonftrafed the folly of e- 
reding edifices like the pyramids of Egypt , I fre- 
quently hinted my fufpiciouy that the world had 
been long deceived, and that they were to be found 
only in the narratives of trayellers. 

It had been happy for me had I been able to con- 
fine my fcepticilm to hiilorical controverfiesy and 
philofophical difquifitions : but, having now vio- 
lated my reafon, and 'accullomed myfelf to inquire^ 
not after proofs, but objedions, I had perplexed 
truth with falfehood, till my ideas were coiuufed, 
my judgment embarrafled, and my intelleds dif- 
torted. The habit of confidering every propofi- 
tion as alike uncertain, left me no teft by which a- 
ny tenet could be tried ; every opinion prefrnted 
(>oth fides with equal evidence, and my fdlacies 
began to operate upon my own mind in more im- 
portant inquiries. It was at lad the fport of my 
vanity, to weaken the obligations of moral duty, 
and efface the diftindions of good and evil ; till I 
had deadened the fenfe of cotiVvSafm^ isA^^"^* 
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dotieift my^heftrt to the flaMbtidM oP'iincertahity; 
without anchor) and*witheat compftftf'; i¥itht>Qt'f8^ 
trtiadion of curibfityj op peace of coAfdenee; with- 
our principles of reafon^' 6r ffldtives' of action; 

Such is thrhflr«ifdx>f repnefMg the^ (ifft percept 
tions of truth/' of f|Mi9adingibr diveirfion the fatnmi 
of fbphifh^y ' and engaging^reafon' againft^i » ovm 
determinations. The difprpportions of abfurdity 
grow [eh ttrid lek 'vifible, as we -are retoneiled by 
3egrte»'to thedefdtfnrtyfof a fhiftfe(«'$ and hW 
hood, by longufe; itf Emulated tJ6'th^ midd^- ts 
poifon to the bodj; 

I had fooN the^morti(i<^ttdn"of 'feeing'n>y coiH 
verfatioh courted only- by the ignorant' or 'wicked) 
by either boys- Who *were'enchanted bynoveityi or 
wretches, who,' liaving Idng difobeyed Virttie and 
Reafon, were now ^deSt^ouis of tny dCftance to'de^ 
throne them. Thus alarmed, I (huddered at my 
own corruption'; and that' pride- by which* I had 
been feduced,' contributed to reclaim me. * I Was 
weary of continual (irrefblutton^ and* a perpetual- tf* 
qoipoife of the 'mind j and afhlimed -of bfeittg the 
favourite of thofc who- were Tcornie^and fhunned 
by the reft of 'mankind.^ I ' therefore reti^d frora 
all temptations to difpute^ prefcHbtd a new regi- 
men to my underftdhdifig,' and refolved,* inftead of 
rejeding dl eftdblKh'ed opinions' which I could hot 
prove, to admit ^all' "which I could not confute; I 
forbore to heat -my imagination with' needleia don- 
troverfi^i to 'difijuft'queftibns confeflMl^tincef' 
tain J' and refrained {leadilyfrom gratifyhig my va- 
nity by the fupport of fblfehbod. By thii method 
J am at length recovered from -my argomental dcli-^ 
rlum, And find myfeVf in tV\e ftaxeo^ ot« wakened 
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from the confufion and tumult of a fcverifh dream, 
J rejoice in the new podeflion of evidence and rea- 
lity, and (lep on from truth to truth with confi? 
dence and quiet. 

/ m^ Sir, iic, 

Pertinax. 
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Quidfi Phtom mufaperfonat verm, 
Quod quifque di/eh, immemor recordatur. 

BOETIUS. 



IT 18 reported by an eminent writer of the Per^ 
fians, that the fam of their education oonfift- 
ed in teaching youth to ride, to /boot with the 
bcmif and to ffe<£ truth. The bow and the horie 
Vrere eaiUy mattered ; hut itviooiiiVficqtWxkVaB^ 
Vol. IV. S VI 
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py if we had been informed by what arts veracity 
was cultivated, and by what pre(ervatives a Pef 
pan mind was fecured againft the temptations to 
j^febood. 

There are indeed, in the prefent cormption of 
mankind, fo many incitements to forfake tn^ ; 
the >need of palli^ing oi|r own ^ults, and 4v 
Convenience of impofuig on the ignorance or o^ 
guilty of others, fo frequently occurs ; fb many 
immediate evils are to be avoided, and fb many 
prefent gratj^tions obtt^ne^, by fr^ and delo- 
|ion, that*very few of thofe who are' much en- 
fancied in life, have fpirit and conftancy fufficient 
to lupport them in the (leady practice or open ve« 
MCity; 

In order that all men may be tapght to ({)eak 
truth, it is neceflary that all likewife (hoold leam 
to hear it : for no fpecies of falfehood is mor? 
fteqnent tKan dattevy ; to which tfao coward is W 
trayed by fear, the dependent by intereft, and the 
friend by tendemefs. Thofe who are neither fa- 
vile nor timorous, are yet defirous to beftpw plea- 
fure ; and while unjuft dem^ds qf praj^e. cpntiipoQ 
to be made, tbere'^v^HI alwayi Be feme whom h^pe 
or fear wiH 4ifep.fe tot pay *eiRt 

The guilt of falfehood is very widely extended ; 
and many whoi^ their cpnfcience can fcarcel^ 
charge with {looping to a lie, have yitiated tjie 
inorak ofbtbers by tbdv vanity, . and patronizj^ 
tile yipe which they Vlieve tbemfilves to abbo/. 

- Ttqth^ k itideed not often wekoi^^s for its o«a 
^e« it'isg«ae|MAy.aft]^lM^ hecaafe contrvr 
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to our i^lihttf K&d oppofite to our prtdice; ftUd 
fls ctar flttcMtioQ naturally follows our Intortft, ^HH 
fmy unwiUinghr bear what wfc are afiratd to know/ 
antf Very foon forget what we hare no tncUnattoit 
to itn^ft upon our memories. 

Fot this reafon many arts of iiiArtldieil hartf 
be^n invented, by Which the reluAarice againft 
truth may be oVerdome ; and, as phyfic Is ^en to 
children in confeAions, precepts have been hidden 
Imder a thoorfand appeararioes, thiit nnfnktnd fbay 
be blibed bjr pleafnre to efkape deftroAiott. 

• While the world wu yet in its infallcjr> Tr u T it 
eame among mbrtaU from ifbove^ and False* 
tibar> ftctm. below. Truth was the daughter 
tyf Jupiter and W^sodnl. Fal^bhood wai 
fche pntgfeny of Folly iqipregsated by th^ windi 
1* hey advariced wifh ckpd confidence to Cbize thtt 
dominion of the new creation ; and as thei# ennti*- 
ly and their fofc^ were weU kao^n to the celet 
riflta, all the eyet df faeatto wkxt tamed opcm the 
Mxvteit. 

Truth ieemed* c oir fei o l t s of ft^pefiof ptowef 
brtd juttev claim, and* Aerefore came oh toUrering 
tmd msrjeftii*, unaflift^ andiibne. Reason in- 
(feed always attended her 9 but appeared her fol« 
lowef^ father thaik eompaoion. Her march wai 
Qoir and {hRefy, but her motion wtt thrayi 
pwgr^\vt\ and wb^ otece Ate had grounded her 
foot, neither gods lior itien coakf force her to^ re^ 
\\r^4 False ROOD alw^ endeavoured to copjr 
khe mien and attitudes of Truth, and was indM 
very foocefsfnl in the tfrts of mimicry. She ivas 
farrovkided^ animaisd^ ikid fiin«imit%| 'vofeiote^ 
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nbklegkmsof Appetites tnd Passions; but> 
like other feeble commaaders, was obliged often 
to receive laws from her allies. Her motions weie 
fuddeoy irregular, and violent ; for (he had no 
fteadinefs nor conftancy. She often gained con- 
qaefts by hafty incurfions; yet never hoped to 
keep them by her own ftrength; but 'maintained 
them by the help of the Passions, whom (b$ 
generally found refolute and faithful. 

It fometknes happened, that die antagonifts met 
in full oppofition. In thefe encounters. False- 
hood always in veiled her head with clouds, and 
commanded Fraud to place ambulhes about her. 
In her left hand fhe bore the (hield of Impu- 
dence, and the quiver of Sophistry rattled 
on her (houlder. All the Passions attended at 
ber call : Vanitt clapped her wings before, and 
Obstinacy fupportea her behind. Thus guard- 
ed and affifted, (he fometimes advanced againft 
Truth, and fometimes waited theatuck; bot 
always endeavoured to (kirmifh at a difhnce, per' 
petually (hifted her ground, and let fly her arrows 
in difiPerent diredions : for fhe always found that 
her (h-ength failed, whenever the eye of Truts 
darted foil upon her. Truth had the awful 
afpcA, though not the thunder of her father ; and 
whenever the long continuance of the conteft 
brought them near to one another, False^hood 
let the arms of Sophistry fall from her grafp; 
and, holding up the (hield of Impudence with 
botli her hands, fheltered herfclf amongft the Pas* 
sioNS. Truth, though indeed often woondcdi 
always recovered in a (hort time ; but it was com- 
mon for the flighfeft hurt received by FalsI- 
nooD^ to ipread iu mali&oltf to the neighboor- 
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ing partSi and to burfi open again when it (cemedi 
to have been cured. 

False H00D9 in a (hort time, found by expe- 
rience, that her fuperiority confided only in the ce« 
lerityof her courie, and the changes of her poftare* 
She therefore ordered Suspicion to beat the 
ground before her, . and avoided with great care to 
crofs the way of Truth ; who, as (he never chan-* 
ged. her point, but moved always upon the fame 
line, was eafiiy avoided by the oblique and change- 
able movements, the quick retreats and adivc 
doubles, which Falsehood always pradiied 
when the enemy began to raife terror by her ap- 
proachi 

: By this procedure Falsehood every hour en- 
croached upon the worlds and extend«i her em- 
pire through all climes and regions, Where-ever (he 
carried her vidories, (he left the Passions in full 
authority behind her; who were fo well piea(ed 
with command, that they held out with great ob(li« 
fiacy when Truth came to ieize their polls ; and 
never failed to retard her pro^refs, though they could 
not always flop it. They yielded at laft with great 
reludance, frequent rallies, and fullen fubmifuon ; 
and always inclined to revolt when Truth ceafed 
to awe them by her immediate prefence. 

Truth, who, when (he firft defcended from the 
heavenly palaces, expeded to have been received 
by univerfal acclamation, cherifhed with kindnefs^ 
heard with obedience, and invited to fpread her in* 
£uence from province to province, now found^ 
that where -ever (he came, flismuft force her pal- 
(age. Every avenue wa^ predudoi b^ ^^^v^- 
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tt^tf iHid «yery h^urt prrdctn^ied by PAssroir^ 
She indeed advanced, but (he adVttMKd flonrly ; and 
often loft the conqudU which fhe had left behind^ 
hf frequedt iiiTbrreablit df fhtf Ap^fiTltBS, Ibat 
ftook o^ theit' allegiadcis^ tk&A ranged theniehrei 
again o&dei' the baniier of htt enemy. 

Tktrtii^ indeed, didnct jr0wwe£(kerbythe ton^ 
teft, fol" hM vigoof \i/^s tuiodriqoepable ; bn( yet Wat 
f^rbvoked «> fcf^ herfelf thitd bdfied aild Impeded by 
aa enany whom fhe l6bk^ 9n with cohtttapf, and 
Who had IH> adV^ilf^igQ but ftkih aa fb« Owed to m- 
COnftancy, weaktiefii, afid artifice. She therefore, hi 
the adger oftHfai^rttnlenf^ called upoh het father 
Jupiter to re-eftabli(h her in thefkies, and lea<r<| 
mankind to the diforder and mifery which they de- 
fitted, by fhhtmtiltig Wilfiiigiy fo the ufurpatfea 
of Falsehood. Jt;piT£it coMpaffioAatedman' 
kind too Afieh to grant her r^ueft ; yet was will' 
ing to enCe her labours, arid mit%ate her vexation^ 
He therefore eommandra her to conMt the Mus£il 
by what methods fte might bbtaS^ tib eafier recep' 
tion, and reign withoitt th<< foil of inceilant wags 
tf Was then d^overed, thttt fhe dbftmded her crWd 
progre!^ by the feveri^ of her a^fciSt, a^ the fe^ 
lemnity of her didateS ^ ami ^itr thM Wontd ne' 
irer willkigfy admh her, till th^y ettafed^ to fear hef ^ 
lince, givitfg th^fttfelveatrt^fO FALSEHOOD', th^ 
feldom made any facrifice of their eafe or pleafure ; 
beeaulb fhe took the Aape iftiert Waf moft til^jgigkgi 
and ahvays fuffered herfelf f6 bef drefied by Da- 
traK. TheMi/sBs therefbi^e Wovo fai ^e bom of 
PalJaj, a lOoie and changeable t'tk4f like fhaf in 
wfrich Fa£seroo]> capthFafed her admirers } 
with this^ they tmrefted Taa^TH^ aild named hel 
Vicrtoj^. Ste no^vnttt «tt ugaili to oonqaei 

with 
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\vitb more fuccefs ; for when fhe demanded en* 
trance of the Passions, they often miftook her 
for False HQOD9 and delivered their charge. But 
when (he had once taken poflefHon, (he was (bon 
difrobed by Reason, and (hpne out in her origi- 
nal form^ with natiye eSulgence^ and reiiftlelf 
dignity. 



THE 

RAMBLER. 

NUMBER XCVU. 
London, Tuefday, February 19. 1751. 

^. A .>. -*- -». -*- A. A A A .i 

▼ ▼▼ T W W W^ 



Fxcunda culpa fecula nitptias ' 
Primum inquinaverej et genus ^ et domos ; 
i/cc fonte derivala cladesy 
In patriam populumque fiuxii* 

HOR, 

THE reader b indebted for thU day's enter- 
tainment to an author from whom the agd 
has received greater favours ; who has en- 
larged the knowledge of human nature, and tabght 
the pafCohs'to mo?e at (he coinmand of virtue. 

To ihe K A MB LER. 

WHen the Spectatoh was firft publiHied ia 
fingle papers^ it gave me fo much pleafure^ 
that it is one of the favourite amufements of my 
age to recoiled it ; and when I re&eA on the foibles 
of ihofe times as defcribed in that ufeful work, and 
compare them with the vices now reiening among 
us, I cannot but wi^, that yon would oftetvt.\ \a^<^ 
Vol. IV. T co^Aw^^a 
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cogniiance of the manners of the better half of the 
human fpecies, that, if your precepts and obier- 
vations be carried down to pofterity, the Specta- 
tors may (hew to the rifing generation what were 
the fafhionable follies of their grandmothers, the 
Ramb-ler of their mothers, and that from bodi 
they may draw inilrudion and warning. 

When I read thofe SpigctATORS which took 
notice of the mifbehaviour of young women at 
church, by which they vainly hope to attrad ad- 
mirers, I ufed to pronoonce iacb forward' yoang 
women Seekers, in order to diilinguifli them, 
by a mark of infamy, from thofe who had patience 
and decency to (lay till they, were (bogbc. Bat I 
have lived to fee (uch a change.in- the manners of 
women, that I would now be willing to compound 
with them for that name, although I then thought 
it difgraceful enough, if they would delerve no 
worfe ; (ince now they are too generally given ap 
to negligence of domeltic bufinefs, to idle amufe- 
ments, and to wicked rackets, without any fettkd 
view at all, but of fquanderipg,tinpe* 

In the time of the Spectator, ^qcoepdng 
fometimes an appearance }n the ring,, ibmedmesat 
a good and chofen play, (bmetimes on a vifit at 
the houfe of a grave relation, the, yovng ladies 
contented themfelves to be found employed in do- 
meftic duties ; for then routs, drums, balls, at 
femblies, and fuch like markets for women, were 
not known. Modedy and diffidence, gentlenefi 
and medcnefs, were looked upon as the appropriate 
virtues and chara6teri(tic graces of the fez. And 
if a forward fpirit puflied Itfelf into notice^ It wis 
expofed in print as it de(er?ed. 

The 
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The churches were ahnoQ the ooly places where 
fingle women were to be (eeii by flrangcrs. Men 
went thither expecting to iee. them ; and pexh^pt 
too much for that only porpofe. Bat fome 'good 
often refuhedy however improper was their. jno- 
tive. Both fexes were in the way of their duty. 
Tiie man muft be abandoned indeed, who loves not 
goodnefs in another ; nor were the young fellows 
of- that age ib wholly loft to a fenfe of right, as 
pride and conceit has ilnce made them, afiedt to be. 
When therefore they faw a fair-one who(e decent 
behaviour and chearful piety Ihewcd her earned. in 
her firft duties, they had the lefs doubt, judgipg 
politically only,, that (he would Jiave a coufdfitk' 
lions regard to heriecond. With what ardour have 
I feen watched for, the ri&ng of a kneeling beauty i 
and what additional charms has devotion given to 
her recommunicated features ? 

The men were often the better for whait thcy 
heard. EwcnsiSaui was once found prophefying 
among the prophets whom he hadfet.out to de- 
ilroy . To a man .thus put into good humour by a 
pleaGng objedt, religion, itlelf looked more amia- 
bly. The MEN-SEX.KERS of the Spectator's 
time loved the holy place for the objed'a Xake, and 
loved the obje^ for her fuitable . behaviour in it^ 
Keverence mingled with their love j ^and they 
thought that a youing lady of fuch good prindples 
mud be addrelled only by the man, who at leaft 
made a (hew of good pnnciples, whether his heart 
was yet quite right or not. Kor^Iid the young, la- 
dy's behaviour, at any time of the iervice, leflen 
this reverence. Her eyes were her own, her ears 
the preacher's. Women are always moft obferved 

T 2 -'^Jwecw 
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when they (eem themfelves leaft to obfove, or tp 
lay out for obfirvation. The eye of a refpedfiil 
lover loves rather to receive confidence from the 
withdrawn eye of the fair-one^ than to find itfelf 
obliged to retreat. 

When a young gentleman's affedlion was thus 
laudably engaged, he purfued its natural didates. 
Keeping then was a rare, at leaft a (ecret and fcan- 
dalous vice; and a wife was the fummit of bis 
ivi(hes. Rejedion was now dreaded, and pre-en- 
gagement apprehended. A woman whom he lo- 
ved, he Was ready to think muft be admired by all 
the world. His fears, his uncertainties, increafed 
iiis love. Every inquiry he made into tbe'l^^s 
domeftic excellence, which, when a wife is to be 
cholen, will furely not be negledbed, confirmed him 
in his choice. He opens his heart to a common 
friend; and honeftly difcovers the ftate of his for- 
inne. His friend applies to thofe of the young la- 
dy ; whqfe parents, if they' approve his propofiils, 
difcloie tiiem to their daughter . She perhaps is not 
an abfolute ftranger to the paffion of the young 
gentleman. His eyes, his afuduities, his cohftant 
attendance at a church, whither, till of late, he u- 
ied feldom to come, and a thoufand little obfer- 
yances that he paid her, had very probably firfl 
forced her to regard^ and then inclined her to b- 
vour him. 

That a young lady (honld be in love, and the 
love of the young gendenian undeclared, is an he- 
terodoxy which prudence, and even policy,' maft 
not allow. But thus applied tb; (he i^ all refigna- 

tion 
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tion to her parents : chirming refignatioo^ which 
inclination oppo(es nV>t. 

Her relations applaud her for her duty ; friends 
meet ; points are adjufied. Delightful perturba* 
tions, and hopes, and a few lover's. fears, fill up the 
tedious fpace, till an interview is granted : for the 
young lady had not made herieli cheap at public 
places. 

The time of interview arrives. She is modeftly 
referved ; he is not confident. He declares his 
pafHon : the confcioufnefs of her own worth, 
and his application to her parents, take from her 
any doubt of his (Incerity ; and (he owns herfelf 
obliged to him for his good opinion. The inqui- 
ries of her friends into his chara&er, have taught 
her, that his good opinion deferves to be valued. 

She tacitly allows of his future vifits ; he renews 
them ; the regard of each for the other is confirm- 
ed ; and when he prefics for the favour of her hand, 
he receives a declaration of an entire acquieicencc 
with her duty, and a modeft acknowledgment cf 
efteem for him; He applies to her parents there* 
fore for a near day ; and thinks himlelf under obli- 
gation to them for the chearful and atifedionate man- 
ner with which they receive his agreeable application* 

With this profpe^ of future happinefs, the mar- 
riage is celebrate]. Gratulationa pour in from e- 
very quarter. Parents and relations on both fides> 
brought acquainted in the conrfe of the courtfbip, 
can receive the happy couple with countenances il- 
lumined, and joyful hearts. 

Tor; 
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. The brothers^ the fifiers, the friends of one &• 
Diily, are the brothers^ the lifters, the friends of 
the other. Their two families thus made one, are 
llie world to the young couple. Their home is 
the place of their principal delight ; nor do they e- 
wcB occa(i(maily quit it, but they find the pleaTore 
of returning to it augmented in proportion to the 
time of their, abfence from it. 

Oh, Mr Ra M B L E R ! forgive the taikadvenefs df 
an old man. When I courted and married my 
LdPtitia^ then a blooming beauty, every thing pa(s- 
cd juft fo. But how is the cafe now ? The ladies, 
maidens, wives, and widows, are engrofled by 
places of open refort, and general entertainment ; 
which fill every ifuarter of the metropolis, end, be- 
ing conftantly - ftequonted, make home irkfimie: 
breakfaftingrpiaces, . dining-places, routs, drums, 
concerts, balls, plays, operas, mafquerades for the 
evening, • and^even fiar all night ; and, lately, pub- 
lic Tales of the goods of broken houfekeepcn, 
wludi th^ general difRyiutenefs of manners has coo- 
tribm^' to make very frequent, come in as- another 
ifcaibnable fdief to thefe modern- timc'rkillers. Ia 
thefbmmer there are in every couAtry*towii sf' 
lembiics, Tunbridge^ ^Bathj Chchenbam^ ScorUr 
pm^b I What expence of drcfs and: eqoipage is fs* 
iquiredto qualify the frequenters jbr Inch emuIoQi 
appearance \ 

By die fiatur&l bfedHonof example, the lowed 
people have places of fix-penny refort, and. ga- 
ming-tables for pence. Thus fenrants.are tiow in- 
iduc^ to fraud and diflionefty,. tofupport extrava- 
gance, and fupply their lofles. 

As 
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As to the ladies who freqisent thofe pobKc. pfai* 
CCS, they are not, alhamed to (hew thshr :faoee 
wbere-ever men dare go ; nor blufh to try who 
ffaall dare mod impadently, or who (hall laogh 
loudeft on the public walks. The youngt.' fellows 
buzz about them as flies about a caccafe ; and they 
hear witb greedinefs foolifh things, which they 
think pretty. They believe the men in earneft ; 
and ihe men> to gratify the pride and conceit which 
are raifed by fucb eafy conqueflts, ridicule them fist 
their credulity. 

The men who would make good . hufhandS) if 
they viiit thofe places, are frighted at wedlock, 
iLUd refolve to live iingle, except they are bonght 
at a very high price* They can be (pedatbrs of 
all that pams, and, if they pleafe, more than 
fpedators^ at the expence of others. The compa- 
nion of an evening, and the companion for life,' 
require very different qualifications! TwotbocN' 
fand pounds in the laft age with a domeftie wifi^ 
would go farther than.tcnthouiand.in this. Yet 
fettlements are expected, that often, to a mercantile 
man efpedally^ link a fbrtnae into ofclefGiefs ; and 
pin>rooney is ftipulated for, which maket a wife 
independent, and deftroys love, by patting it out 
of a man*s power to lay any oiiBgation npon her, 
that might engage gratitude, and kindle afieAion. 
When to all this the card*tabks are added, how 
can a prudent man think of marrying 1 

And when the worthy men know not where to 
find wives, mud not the fex be left to the foplings, 
the coxcombs, the libertines of the age, whom 
they help to make fuch i And need even thefe 

vrrctcht% 
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wretches marry to enjoy the converfatlon of thoie 
ivbo render their company (b cheap ? 

And what) after all, is the benefit which the gay 
coquet obtains by her flutters ^ As fhe is approach- 
able by every man without requiring^ I will not 
(ay incenfe or adoration, but even common com* 
plaifance, every fop treats her as upon the levels 
looks upon her light airs as invitations, and is on 
the watch to take the advantage. She has compa- 
nions indeed, but no lovers ; for love is refpedtful 
and timorous : and where among all her followers 
will fhe find a hufband ? 

Set, dear Sir, before the youthful, the gay, the 
inconfiJerate, the contempt as well as the danger 
to which they are expo(ed. At one time or other^ 
women, not utterly thoughtlefs, will be convinced 
of the juflice of your cenfure, and the charity of 
your inflrudlion. But (hould your expoftulations 
anVl reproofs have no efFedl upon thofe who are kt 
gone in fafhionable folly, they may be retailed from 
their mouths to their nieces, (marriage will not 
often have entitled theie to daughters), when tbey^ 
the meteors of a day, find themfelves elbowed off 
the ftage of vanity by other flutterers : for the moft 
admired women cannot have many Tunbridge^ ma- 
ny Bath feafons to blaze in ; fince even fine fa^ 
ces often ieen are lefs regarded than new faces, the 
proper punifhment of fhowy girls^ for rendering 
themfelves fo impoliticly cheap. 



amy 



SIR, 

Tour finccrc admirer^ &c. 
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A. 



MrRAMBLERy 

YOU have often endeavoured to imprefs upon 
your readers an obfervation of more truth 
than novelty, diat life pafies for the moft 
part in petty tranfadions, that our hours glide a- 
yay in trifling amufemeats and flight gratifiouiont. 
Vo^.lV. U w& 
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|ind that there very feldom enoerges any occafioa 
that can call forth great virtue or great abilitieSf 

It very commonly happens, that fpeculadon hai 
no influence on conduct. Juft conduGons and co- 
gent arguments, formed by laborious (tudy and 
diligent in^biry, ane often repofi|ed in the treaftk* 
lies of memory, as gold in the mifer's cheft, uft- 
lefs alike to others and himfelf. As fome are not 
richer for the extent of their pofleifions, others are 
not wifer fer the multituds of their ideas. You 
have very truly defcribed the ftate of human be- 
ings : but it n^ay be doubted whether you have 
fumdently accommodated your precepts to yoof 
dtferiptio*) %be|h«r yo«>iv« hot gcterally cDii-- 
(idered your readers as influenced wholly by the 
inore violent or tragic paffions, engaged always in 
deq> defigns and imporunt purfuits, and fufcep* 
ttiUeof pam or pkafare poly firom powerfiil agcn^ 
^d from great events, 

To an author who writes, not for the elucidation 
pr improvement of any (inde art, the eftablifliment 
pf any controverted doAtme, or the promotion of 
any particular purpc^, b«t caually intenda tbc tkl- 
vantage, and equally courts tne perufal of all the 
ddftes of mankind, nothing can juflly feem un- 
worthy of regard, by which the pleafure of conver* 
fation may t^ increafed, and the dtrfly fatisfi^ons 
of familiar life may be fe<:ured firom interruption 
and inguS\, . 

For thi$ reafim you i^mld not hhn injuftd your 
ittmia^, if you hki foiftetimeci de(leAded'to tf^ 
WtttM duties of Ibdal bdAga> and enlbrced ifee 
dbStntft^tli thoft littk dtilftM «M cerMKHiiooi 
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idladup vMAp ioconlUertlik m ihcv miT tV* 
pctr to the man of fijcnoe^ aad dtfficolt at tb^ 
mr prove to be detailed with the dignity of a phi** 
lotopber, y«t ooniribote to the ntgalatum of the 
vorid, by fiidlitatiog the intefconrie between one 
man and another, and of which the Fmeh hairtf 
fofficiently teftified their efteemi by terming the 
knowledge and pcadice of then yiPMr pivr0, tbi 
mridfUving. 

Politeneff if one of tbofe advantagea wUch iic 
neirer eftimate rightly, bnt by the inconvenience ti 
iu JoTt, Its inloence opon the mannera ia con* 
fiant and uniforoi, b md, like an equal motkMy 
it cTcapet perception* The drcomftancef of every 
adioo are ib adjoAed to each other, that we do not 
lee where any error could have been commltiad | 
and radier acqtsielce in itt propriety, than admhre 
itf exaaneft. Bat, aa fickneU (bewa va iHh vahe 
of eafe, a little tenliarity with thole who were 
never tanght to endeavonr the gradficacfon of o« 
thers, hot regulate their behaviour only by their 
own will^ wUl fixm evince the neceffity or efta- 
btilhed modea and Ibrmaiitiea to the happineft and 
quiet of common life. Wifiiom and vlitoe are by 
no meani fisfficient, without the fispplemental lawa 
of good-breeding, to lecure freedom from radeoeft^ 
or felf-efteem from inlblence; and a thonfimd df* 
fences may be committed, and a thooiand oCcea 
fiegiefled, withoot any remorie of coniclence^ or 
reproachM of reafim. 

The tme ttMt of fcnidneMliMieft fiemi to b€ 
ralhev eafe tiian pleafure. The power of delight* 
ing moQ be e o i ifc ni d by natorci ond catitAK V^ 
d^faaaii W momu or q!btihiifii\ Vi ^tteA»^«^ 
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Bot thongh it be the privilege of a very finall nnm- 
ber to ravifh and to cbarm, every man may hope, 
by rales and caution , not to give pain ; and may 
therefore^ by tbe help of good-bieeding, enjoy the 
kindnefs of mankind, thongh be (hoold have no 
claim to higher diftindions. 

The univerlal axiom in which all complaiCmce 
is included, and from which flow all the formalities 
which cuflom has eflablifhed in civilized nations, 
is, That no man fljould ghe any preference to htmfeif. 
A rule (b comprebenfive and certain, that perhaps 
it is not eafy for the mind to image an ofienoei 
without fuppofing it to be broken. 

• There are indeed in every place fome particular 
modes of the ceremonial part of good-breeding ; 
which, being generally arbitrary and accidental, can 
be learned only by habitude and converfation. 
Such are the forms of falutation, the different gra- 
dations of reverence, and all the adjnftments of 
filace and precedence. But thefe may be often via* 
ated without offence, if it be fdfficiently evidenti 
that neither malice nor pride contributed to tbe 
failure ; but they will not atone, however rigidly 
obferved, for the fwell of infolence, or petnkooe 
of contempt. 

I have indeed not found among any part of man- 
kind lefs real and rational complaifance, than a- 
mong thole who have pafled their time in paying 
and receiving vifits, in frequenting public enter- 
tainments, in (hidying the exad meaiures of cere- 
mony, and in watching all the variations of £i- 
/hionable courtefy. Thev know indeed tt what 
houx they m^y beat tbt 40Qt ^ «a Vfosuioiancet 
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hQW many fieps diey nmft attend him: towards tho 
gate, and what interval (hoald pafa -before hia^viCl 
ia returned ; but they feldom extend their care be* 
yond the exterior and uneflential parts of civility^ 
nor refufe their own vanity any gratification^ how« 
ever expenfive to the quierof another^ 

. Trtpherus is a man remarkable for eleg^ct 
fuad expence ; a man that having been originally 
placed by his fortune and rank in the firft dafs of 
the community, has acquired that air of dignity^ 
and that readinefs in the exchange of compliments^ 
which courts and aflemblies eaiily confer. But 
TRYPHERuSy without any fettled purpofes of 
malignity, partly by his ignorance of human na- 
ture, and partly by the habit of contemplating 
with great (atisfadion his own grandeur and riches^ 
is hourly giving offence to thofe whom chance or 
expedation bring in his way. To a man whofb 
fortune confines him to a fmall houfe, he declaims 
upon the pleafure of fpacious apartments, and tho 
convenience of changing his lodging-room in dif- 
ferent parts of the year ; tells him, that he hates 
confinement ; and concludes, that if his chamber 
yfSLs lefs, he fhiould never wake without thinking 
of a prifon. To Eucrates, a man of birth er 
qua] to himfelf, but of much lefs efbte, he (hewed 
his fervices of plate; and remarked, that inch things 
were indeed nothing better thail codly trifles, but 
that no man muft pretend to the rank of a gentle- 
man without. them ; and that for his part, if his 
eftate was lefs, he fhould not think of enjoy ing^ 
but increafing it, and would inquire out fbme 
trade for his eldeft fon. He has, in imitation of 
feme more acute obferver than himfelf, colle^ed a 
great many (hifts and artificer Vj v^VaCci ^ncxx^\% 
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fionoealed ; and never 6ilt to talk of fripperjr and 
flight filkt, and the convenienoe of a general 
raoarning among ladies of finall foftnnet. I have 
been infalted a tfaoafimd times widi a catalogue of 
his pi^resy his (ewels, and his rarities ; which, 
though he knows the hmnble neatnefs of my ha- 
bitationy he feldom fails to conclude by a declara- 
tion, that wh er e*e¥er he iees a houle meanly fiir- 
Hifhed, he deQ>Ues the owner's tafte^ or ptdes his 
poverqr. 

This, Mr RAMatER, is the pmAioe of Try- 
^HER V8 ; by which he is become the terror of aH 
who are lets wealthy than himfeff, end has raifed 
inqumeraUe enennes widiont rifafay, and without 
malevolence. Yet though aH are not equally 
culpable with Trypherus, it is fcarcely poifibk 
to find any man who does not frequently, like hhn, 
Indulge his own pride, by forcing others into a 
comparifon wkh himfelf, when he knows the ad- 
vantage is on his fide ; without confidering, tha^^ 
nnneceflarily to obtrude tmpleaikig ideas, is a fp6- 
des of oppreflion | and that it is not more erimi- 
jmI to deprive another of ibme real advantage, 
than to intertupt that fbrgetfulnefi of its tibfenoe, 
which is the naa happineft to adhial poflefficm. 

lam, ifc^ 

EcTRopiirs^ 
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Scilicet ingemis aliqua eft Concordia junff is y 
. Etfervat fludiifi^dera qmfquefui s 
Rujiicus agricolam, miles /era bella gerentem^ 
Re6iorem duUa navita puppis amat. 

Ovid. 



r T has been ordained by Providence, for the 
confervation t>f order in the immenfe variety 
^ of created natare, and for the regular propa* 
ition of the feveral dafles of life widi which the 
;ments are peopled, that every creature (hould 
drawn by (ome (ecret attra^on to thofe of his 
Vol. IV. X owa 
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own kind ; and that not only the gentle and do- 
meftic animals, which naturally unite into com- 
panies, or cohabit by pair^, (hquld continue faith* 
ful to their fpecies ; but even thofe ravenous and 
ferocious favages which Ariftotl^ obferves never to 
be oregariousy (hould range mountains and defarts 
in fearch of one another, rather than pollute the 
world wiJh a mopftrous birth. 

As the perpetuity and di(tin6Hon of the lower 
clafles of the creation require that they (hould be 
determined to proper mat^s, by fbmtf uniform mo- 
five of choice, or fome cogent principle of inftind ; 
it is neceflary, that man, whofe wider capacity de- 
mands more gmifieattons^ . jind who kf^% in biO" 
felf innumerable wants, which a life of fblitude 
cannot fupply, and innumerable powers to which 
it cannot give employment, fhould be led to fuit- 
able companions by pa'rtietiiar influence ; that a- 
mong innumerable beings of the fame nature with 
Iiimfelf, he may fele^ fbme for intimacy and 
tendcrnefs, and improve the condition of his ex- 
igence, by fuperaadlng Triendfhip to humanity, 
and the love ofindividnals to that df the ipcdes. 

Other animals are fb formed, that they feero to 
contribute vcj*y little to the bappinefs of each o- 
ther ; and know neither joy, nor grief, nor love, 
nor hatred, but as they are urged by (ome defire 
immediately fubfervient either to the fupport of 
their own iivet, or 'to 'the cSontinuatidn of their 
race ; and therefore they feidom uppear to regard 
any of the minuter difcriminations which diftin- 
gnifh cretitures of the fame kind frond oile another. 
But if man ivere to feel no incedtivea to a6fe6^ion, 
;720re than bis gei^eral tendency to congenial na- 

tyre, 
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ture^ BabjUn or Ijundotif with all thdif multitudofi 
would btve. to him the ddbltiioii of a wiidarnefi 1 
his affiadbns^ doc coiilpttfied into a nanrowcf 
Gompafi, would vaniihy like demental fiie^ in 
boandle^ svapocation x he would iangmih in parr 
petual infenubilityi fnfpended betwtea difierent 
implies 2 and tlKHigh he mighty perhaps, ja the 
firCi vigour of youth^ amufe himlelf with the ft^ 
eojoyliients of Hfei yet» when curiofity. ihouU 
ceafe, and alacrity fubude, he would abandon him-^ 
felf to the fluduations of chance^ withoat eJcpe^tillf 
help againft any calamity, or feeling any wiOi for 
the happinefs of ochert. 

To love all men^ is onr dnty^ fo far aa love ia 
oppofcd to hatred, and Co fiur at it indndea a ga* 
neral habit of benevolence^ and readinefiof ocoa- 
iional kindnefs : but to love all ecjoally, ta impi^ 
iible ; at lead impoffible without the extinction of 
thofe paf&ona which, now produce all our .pamSf 
and all our pleafnrea ; without the difule, if tiot 
the abolition of ibme of our fi»tthiea, and- the fop- 
preilion of all our hopea and leara in apaiby and 
indifieitnce. 

The neceffities of oar cooditioii require a thou* 
land offices of tenderneisy which mere regard fo^ 
the fpecies will never di&te. £veryHanhaainlui- 
merable grievances, wbieh only the foUcitode of 
friendihip will difcover and remedy; and whiab 
would remain for ever unheeded in the mighty 
heap of human calamity, were it only furveyed 
by the eye of general boievolenoe^ equally atfen* 
tive to every mi6ry. 

The ^ivat cOmmiidly of iKAuVtaii S» i\At^S»i^ 

X 2 xA^^SSaivPl 
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neceflarily broken into iinaller. and independent 
focieties : thefe form diftindt interefts, which are 
too frequently oppoied to each other ; and which 
they who have entered into the league of particu- 
lar governments^ think it virtue to promote, how* 
ever deftru^ve to the happineft of the reft of the 
world. Theie unions are again Separated into fub- 
ordinate clafTes and combinations ; and ibdal life 
is perpetually branched out into minuter fabdivi- 
iionsy till it terminates in the laft ramifications of 
private friendfhip. 

That friendfhip may at once be fond and laffiog^ 
it has been already obferved in thefe papers, that a 
conformity of inclinations is neceflary. No man 
can have much kindnefs for him by whom he does 
not believe himfelf efteemed, and nothing fo evi- 
dently proves efteem as imitation. That benevo- 
lence is always ftrongeft, which arifes from partici- 
pation of the fame pleafures. We are eminentij 
willing to revive in our minds the memory of thoK 
with whom the idea of enjoyment is conneifted. It 
is commonly to little purpofe, that any on0 ien'* 
deavours to ingratiate himfelf with thofe whom he 
cannot accompany in their amufements and diver- 
fions. Men have been known to rife to fiivour 
and to fortune, only by being Ikilfol in the {j>orts 
with which their patron happened to be delighted, 
by concurring with his tafte for fome particular fpe- 
cies of curiofities, by reliHiing the ftme wine, or 
applauding the fame cookery. 

£ven thofe whom their wifHom or their virtue 

have placed above regard to fuch petty recom- 

mendatlons, muft neverthelefs be gainecf by (imi- 

Jitude o/manners. The VjA^osft. wwS^ ii*Wl «u\oy- 
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ment of familiar life^ the cominanication and reci- 
procation of icntimentty nsoft always prefuppole a 
difpofition to the fame inquiries, and delight in the 
(ame difcoveries. With what (atisfadion could the 
politician lay fchemea for the reformation of iawt, 
or his comparifon of different forms of govern- 
ment, before the chymift, who has never accullom^ 
cd his thoughts to any other objed than fait and 
falphur ? or how would the ailronomer endure, in 
explaining his calculations and conje^res, the 
coldnefs of a grammarian, who would lofe dght of 
Jupiter and all his fatellites^ for a h^ppy etymo- 
logy of an obicnre word, or a better explication of 
t controverted Une ? 

' Every man loves merit of the (ame kind with 
his own, when it is not likely to hinder the ad* 
vanc^ment of his reputation : for he not only 
heft underftands the worth of thofe qualities which 
he labours to cultivate, br the ufefumefs of the art 
which he pradifes with fuccefs ; but always feels 4 
refleded pleafure from the praifes which, though 
given to another, belong equally to himfelf. 

There is indeed no need of refearch and refine* 
ment, to diicover that men muft generally leleA 
their companions from their own Hate of life ; fince 
there are not many minds furnifhed for great varie- 
ty of converfation, or adapted to multiplicity of 
'intellectual entertainments. The (ailor, the aca- 
demic, the lawyer, the mechanic, and the courtier, 
have all a caft of converfation peculiar to their own 
fraternity, have fixed their attention upon the (ame 
events, have been engaged in affairs of the fame 
fort, and make u(e of allufions and illuftrations 
which them(elvef only can undetf^^t^. 
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To be iafedled with the j^rgOAof s pacticulBt 
ptoklBony and to know .only ihe language, of t 
fiflgle rank of mortaiff, is incmd fuffidently dcfpi^ 
cable. Bot fome iimtU mtift be ahirayy fet to the 
eSCiirGons of the human mind.' Tbete mnft be 
ibflie ftudy which every man note zeadoufly prok* 
cdteii fome darling fobjed oir whidt he is prind* 
fMlly pleaied to convepft ; and he that can mod ia^ 
form, or heft nnderftand hhn^ wUi ecrtainty:bc 
welcomed with paMicular regard. 

4 

Sncb partiality is not' wholly< td be avoided ; nar 
is it cttlpabiey nnleis fufienEd fo*^- to predomik 
nate, as to produce averfion from ^vcry other kind 
of excellence, and to (hade the ludre of difHroilar 
virtues. Tbofe diereibre whom the lot of life has 
conjoined^ fbeuld endeavour coilftuidy to ap* 
proach towards the indinaticm of each, othef^ in" 
vigorftte every motion of concurrent defiic, atid fui 
every (park of kindred corioiity; It has: been juft* 
fy dbferved, that difcord geno-ally operates In little 
things. It is agitatei) to its oonoft vehemence by 
contrariety of tafte, oftener than of principtcs ; and 
might therefore coihmonly be avoided by conformi- 
ty, which, if it was not at firfi; the motive, ought 
always to be the confe^foence of indiflbliibk unk)o« 
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Omne vafer vltturh rldenti Fhccus amico 
Tangitf et admij/us ci'rfum pracordia ludit, 

PfiRSlUS, 

To the RAMBLER. 

S I Ry 

AS very rogny well-difpofed perfons, by the. 
unavoidable neceflity of their afFairs, are (b 
unfortunate as to be totally buried in the 
country, where they labour under the moll d«^\a- 
fable Ignorance of what is uan(2^^Y\%, ««oati^^^ 
Vol. IV, Y V^\n«; 
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polite part of mankind ; I cannot help thinkings 
that, as a public writer, you fhould take the cafe 
of thefe truly compailioii^ble objedts under your 
confideratioQ. 

Thefe unhappy languifhers in obfcurity, fhould 
be fomifhed with fuch acobiints of the empcoyments 
of pepple of the world, as may engage them, in 
their feveral remote corners, to a laudable imita- 
tion ; or, at leaft, fo far inform and prepare them, 
that if, by any joyful .change of fftuation, they 
fhould be fuddenly tranfported into the gay fcene, 
they may not gape, and wonder, and flare, and be; 
utterly at a'lofs how to b^bavej and make a proper 
appearance in it. 

It is inconceivable how much the welfare of all 
the country -towns in the kingdom might be pro^ 
moted, if you would ule your charitable endeavours 
to raife in them a noble emulation of the manners 
and cudoms of higher life. 

For this porpofe you fhould give a venr clear 
and ample defcription of the whole fet of polite 
acquirements ; a compleat hidory of forms, isL- 
fhions, frolics ; of routs, drums, hurricanes, balls, 
aflemblies, ridottoes, mafquerades, auctions, plays, 
operas, puppet-fhows, and bear-gardens ; of all 
thofe delights which profitably engage the attention 
of the mod fublime charadlers ; and by which they 
have brought to fuch amazing perfection the whole 
art and myftery of paffing day after day, w^k af- 
ter week, and year after year, without the heavy 
a^ftance of any one thing that formal creatures are 
pleaied to call ufefol and neceflary. 

In 
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la giving due infirudions through what Aeps to 
attain this fummlt of human excefience. you may 
add fuch irreiiltible arguments in its favour^ as 
mufl cqn?ince numbers, who in other inftances do 
not feem to want natural nnderftanding, of the un- 
accountable error of luppoiing they were fent into 
the world for any other purpofe, but to flutter, 
fport, and fhine. For, alter all, nothing can be 
clearer, than that an everlafling round of diver* 
ilon, and the more lively and hurrying the better, 
is the molt unportant end of human life. 

It is really prodigious, fo much as the world is 
improved, that there fliould, in thele days, be per* 
ions To ignorant and ftupid, as to think it necefla- 
xy to mi^>end their time, and trouble their heads^ 
about any thing elfe than purfuing the prelent fan- 
cy ; for what eUe is worth living for ? It is time 
enough (brely to tliink of confequences when they 
come. And as for the antiquated notions of duty^ 
they are not to be met with in any French novel, 
or any book one ever looks into ; but derived 
almod wholly from the writings of authors, who 
.lived a yad many ages ago, and who, as they were 
totally without: any idea of thole accomplifhments 
which iiowchai»^erile people of diftindion, have 
been for ibme time finking apace into utter con- 
tempt. It does not; appear, that even their moft 
zealous admirers, for ibme partKaasof his pwn bst 
every writer will have,:can pretend to lay they were 
ever at one cidotto. 

I . . . ■ _ 

in the impoctant article of diverSons, the cere* 
tnonial of yifits,, the ecfiatic deli^ of nnfrifiidly 
intimates aad unmeaning dviUties, they are ab-^ 
folntely fileoit. Blunt tnuh tMddmywffJit hone'^ 
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ftyi plain doaths, (laying at home, hard work^ 
ftw words, and tbofe nnenlivened with cenfare or 
double meaning, are what they recommend at the 
ornaments and pleafures of life. Little oaths, po- 
lite diflimulation, tea-table fcandal, delightfiil in- 
dolence, the glitter of finery, the trinmph of m«- 
cedence, the enchantments of flattery, they ieem 
to have had no nodon of; and I cannot but laagh 
to think what a fienre they would have made in a 
drawing-room, and how fnghted they would have 
looked at « gaming-^table. 

The noble zeal of patriotifin, that dlfilains au- 
thority, and tramples on laws fpr fport, was abfo- 
lutely the averfion of thele tame wretches. Indeed 
one cannot difcover any one thing they pretend to 
teach people, but to be Mnfe and good ; acquire- 
ments infinitely below the confideration of perlbns 
of tafte and fpirit, who know how to fpend tbdr 
time to (b much better purpofe.. 

Among other admirable improvements, pnn^, 
Mr Rambler, do not forget to enlarge on tte 
very exteniive benefit of playing at ourds on Sun- 
days ; a practice of fuch inuiite tile, that we mat 
modeftly expeA to fee it prevail uniterfilly in aU 
parts of this free kingdom. To perfims of &- 
ihion, the advantage is obvious ; becaufe, as, for 
fome ftrange rea(bn or other, which no fine gentle- 
man or fine lady has yet been able to penetrate?, 
there is neither play, nor mafquerade> nor bottled 
conjurer, nor any other thing worth living for, to 
be had on a Sunday, if it were not for the charitable 
affiflance of Whiit and Bvam, the geikteel part of 
mankind muft, one day in leveD, neceflarily fnfler 
a total extiofii(m of belue* 
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Nor are the perfons of high rank the only gain*- 
ers by (b CtiutAty a cnfloniy which extends iti good 
influence, in fome degree, to the lower orderi of 
people ; but were it auite general^ how much bet- 
ter and happier would the world be than it it even 
now ! It it hard upon poor creatures ^ be they ever 
fo mean, to deny them thole enjoyments and liber- 
ties which are equally open for all. Yet if fer* 
vants were taught to go to church on this day^ 
Ibend ibme part of it in reading, or receiving in* 
Itru^ion in a family way, and the reft in mere 
friendly converfation, the poor wretches would in- 
fallibly take it into their headsi that they were ob- 
liged to be fober, modeft, diligent, and faithful to 
their mailers and miftrefles. 

Now, furelv no one of common ptudence orba« 
thanitv would wifli their domeftics infected whh 
fuch ((range and primitive notions, or laid under 
fuch unmerciful reitraints : all which may, in n 
great meafure, be prevented by the prevalence of the 
good*humoured &(hion that I would have you re* 
commend. For when the lower kind of people fee 
their betters, with a truly laudable fpirit, infulting 
and flying in the ftce of thofe rude, ill-bred dila- 
tors, Pi STY and the Laws, they are thereby exci- 
ted and admoniflied, as fiir as adions can admonifli 
and excite, and taught, that they too have an e- 

Sual right of letting them at dcnance in fuch in* 
ances as their particular neceflities and inclinations 
may require : and thus is the liberty of the whole 
human fpedes mightily improved and enlarged. 

In fliort, Mr Rambler, by a faithful repre- 
fentation of the numberlefs benefits of a modifli life^ 
you will have done your piit in v^^^^^v^^"^^ ''^^^^ 
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efoy body fiems to ooofefi tbe^tnie pnrpole of hu- 
roan exiAence^ pcrpetaal diffipation* 

By encoiiraging people to eaipknr their whole a^ 
teation on trifles^ and make amafement their fok 
(hdy, yon will teach them how to avoid many very 
nneafy refleAipns. All the loft feehog of humanity, 
the fympathies of friendfhipt all oatoral teroptatiom 
to the care of a (Bmily, and folicitode about the good 
or ill of othera^ with the whole train of domdflic 
and focial afimionS| which create fiich dai^f anxie- 
ties and embarraflinenta, will be happily ft^ed and 
ibpprefled in a round of peipecui^ delights ; and all 
lerioas thoughts, hot particolarly thatof i^^rvi^^^y 
be banifhed out of the world } a nioft perpleidng 
apprehenfion) bat luckily a mod groundlefs one 
too, as it is fo very dear* cafe; that no body ever 
4Hes* 

I am^ if€4 



T H B 



RAMBLER. 



NUMBER a. 



I^ o N D o N;, Tuefdsfy^ March 5. 17511 



Mellajuics Bjhlaa titi vetfffm^ttla liajti^ 
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7# tb( RAMELER. 



SIR, 



HAvinfly bv fiyeral ytturt of coBtmaal flnds^ 
trealnKil m mfwaini • grett Mnbtrof 
ptmafkBrniilitUf and obtahed by fio- 
^nent cxereife the pomet of applying then ivkh 
propriety, aad conUaiiig ilieni vMk wJbat&^ V 
Vot.IV. Z iri^nA 
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refolved to quit the univerfity, where I confidered 
myielf as a gem hidden in the nune, and to mingle 
in the croad of life. I W^s naturally attraded by 
the company of thofe vhb were of the iame age 
with myfclf, and, finding that my academical gravi- 
ty contributed very little to my reputation, applied 
my faculties to jocplarity ^d binlefqne. Thus, ja 
a (hort time, I had heatbd my nhaginatton to foch 
a (tate of adivity and ebnUition, that upon every 
OccaGon it fumed away in barfts of wit^ and evapo- 
rations of gaiety. I became on a fiidd^ the idol of 
the cofieehodfi ; was in one wintier fblicited to ac- 
cept the prefidentfhip of five clubs ; was dragged by 
violence to every new play, and quoted in every 
controverfy i^xm theatrical merit ; was in etcry - 
public place (urrounded by a multitude of humble 
auditors, who retailed in other places of reibrt my 
maxims and my jefts; and was boafted as their in- 
timate and companion by many, who had no other 
priitbiifidns to my ac^nalntancei thaiv that Ibey hid 
drank chocolate in the fame room. 

Yon will not wonder, Mr Rambler, that I 
mentioq my fucceft with Some appear^ce 9^ tri- 
umph and elevation. Perhaps ho-fcind of ruperio- 
rity is more flattering or alluringj than that wluch 
IS conferred by the powers of converlation, by 
fprightlinefs of fancy, copioufnefs of language, and 
fertility of (enttmdnt. ' ' In other, exdrtions of ge- 
nius, the greateft part of the praife is unknown and 
unenjoyed. The writer indeea difTufes his reputation 
10 a'gteater extetit ; ::but:he receive little pkafur^: 
or advanftags from jthe.diffiifioh df hi^name, and 
only obtaiaii a kind or.ndminal fiyvcreignty*over 
regions which. |)4yiK>'trihnte« • The coUoqBud wit 
/}a; ^«^ay9 hU 0wa rludiante ttfk&tix>n biafd^ 
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and «njdys ail the pleafare which be befiows, finds 
his power confeiled by every one that approaches 
him^ fees friendihip kindling with rapture, and at* 
tetition fwelling into praiie. 

The defire which every man feels of importance 
and «ileem> is fb nrach. gratified by finding an af- 
fe'itibly>/ at his entrancej^ .brightened, with gladneis^ 
and hufhed with expedadon, that I may be allowed 
the indulgence of fbme Uttle vanity ;. fince I always 
employedmy influence on the fide of virtue^ and 
never fiurificed my nndcrttanding or my religion to 
the pleafure of applaufe. 

Among many others whom either the defift of 
enjoying my pleafantry, or the pride of being 
thought to enjoy it, brought often into my compa- 
ny,. I was careiled in a particular manner by Z)^- 
THochareSj a gentleman of a large eftate, and ti libe- 
ral difpofition. My fortune was by no means exu- 
berant ; and theretbre I was not difpkafed with a 
friend who was wilHhg to be entertained at his own- 
expence. I became by daily invitadoas iiabituated 
to his table; and as .he had perfuaded l&nfdf to 
believe my acquaintance neceflary to the charadcr 
of elegance, which he'was defirous to obtain> I lived 
in all the luxury of affluence without expence> and 
without dependence ; and pafled my life in a perpe- 
tual reciprocation of plealurei among men whom 
fimilitude of accomplilhraents or delire of improve- 
ment crouded about us. 

But all power has its fpheves of a^vity^. beyond 
which it produces no e£fed» Danochares^ being call- 
ed by bis affairs into the country, imagined that he 
(houJd incrcniQ bis repntatiQii an^ '^Qr^iQ\«r&^ ^^ . 
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oonibg amoos hit ndghboort accompanied hj a 
man whofeabUitiet were fo generally allowed. The 
report prefendy fymd diroach half die comity ^ that 
Demochans was arrived, and had bronght with him 
the celebrated if//0r/«f, from whom &£ merriment 
flight be cKpefled, as had never been enjoyed or 
conceived bdfbre. I knew indeed die pmpm fa 
which I was invited ; and, as we do not kok diC- 
gendy ont for pofihle mUcarriages. I was fdeaied 
to find myielf ooarted imcnpiinci|iles of interefl^ 
and confidered as capane or reoondling fiidionSi 
compofing lends, and oniting a whok province in 
fbcial happinefs. 

After a fi^ days (pent in adjufiing his domeffic 
r^olatfons, Dfmocians invited all the gentlemen 
of his neigbbbbrhood to dinner; and did not for- 
get to hint how mvch he hoped that I AouU hdght* 
en diepkafareofthefoaft. He informed me i%at 
preindices my reputation had raifed in my fiivpor; 
and reprelented die fatisfadtion with which he ttuoM 
lee me kindle np the bkze of merriment^ and re- 
mark the various efiedb that my fire woold have 
npon fucb diverfity of matter. 



Thisdedaradon, bv which he intended to qokk-^ 
en my vivadtjr, fiUea me with foltdtode. I felt 
an ambition of fhining^ winch I never knew before } 
and was therefote embarrafled with an onnfiial fi»ur 
of di%raoe. I pafled the night, in imagining to 
myfeff the conver&tion of the coming day ; reod' 
kded all my topics of raillery, propoted proper fob- 
}e£ti of ridicttle, prepared fmart replies to a tboa- 
And qneflions, accommodated aniwers to imagina* 
ly rqulcs, and formed a magazine of remarks, a* 
popbtbegm$, talcs, andV&oSxiStiaii^* 
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The ffloromg broke at Lift in the SDidft of tbeie 
bufy ineditatioiii. I ro(e with all the palpitationt 
of a champion on the day of combat } and^ not« 
udthftanding all my dForts, fomid my fpuriu fook 
under the weight of expe^tioo. The company 
fix>n after began to drop in; and every one, at hia 
entrance, was introduced to Hilarius* What con^* 
ception the inhabitanta of this re^oo had formed of 
a wit, I cannot yet diicorer } bnt obierved they all 
feemed, after the regular excliange of compfimentfi 
to turn away dliappomted : and, while we waited for 
dinner, th^dift theireyea firft npon me, and then 
upon each other^ like a theatrical aflemUy waiting 
for a (hew. 

From the nneafinefi of this fituatioo, I wu it* 
lieved by the dinner ; and as every attention wia 
taken up by the bufinefs of the hour, I funk quietly 
to a level with the reft of the company. But no 
fooner were the dUhea removed^ than, iDftead of 
cheerful confidence and familiar prattle, an univer* 
fill filence attin fliewed their expetetion of feme 
uDufual performance. My ftienid endeavoured to 
roufe them by healths and qoefiiont % bat thev an* 
fwered him yl\Ak great brevity, and immediately re* 
lapfed into their former tacitnmity. 

I had waited in hope of fome opportunity to di^ 
vert them, but couM find no pafs opened for a finale 
lally 3 and who can be merry without a fubjed for 
mirth? After a few fiunt efforts, which produced 
neither apphnie nor oppofition, I was content to 
mingle with the mafs, to pot roand the giafs in &« 
knee, and fokce mywif with my own contempla- 
tions. . 



>V| 
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My friend looked round him ; the goefts (bred 
at one anotber ; and if now and then a few fylla-^ 
blei were uttered with timidity and hefitation, there 
was none ready to make any reply. All our fiicui-* 
ties were frozen ; and every minute took away from 
our capacity of pieaiing^ and difpofition to be plea- 
fed. Thus paifed the hours to which fb much hap- 
pinefs was decre^ ; the hours which had, by a 
iund of open proclamation, been derofed to Krit, 
to mirth, and to UHarius^ 

At laft the night came on,, and the neteffity of 
parting freed us from the perfecutions of each other. 
I heard them murmur as they walked along the 
court at the iofs of the day, and inquire whether 
any man would pay a feicond vifit to a houfe haunt- 
ed by a wit. 

Derrtocharesj whofe benevdlenoe is greater than 
bis penetration, having flattered his hopes with the 
fecondary honour which he was to gain by my 
fprichtlinefs and elegance^ and the aftedion which 
he mould attraA by a perpetual banquet of gaiety, 
could not conceal his vexation and r^ientment, nor 
would eafily be perfuaded, but that I- bad facrificed 
his intereft to fullennefs and caprice, fkidioufly eu" 
deavoured to diiguil his gueils, and fuppreiled my 
powers of delighting in obftinate and premeditated 
iilence. And I am infprmed, that the reproach of 
their ill reception is divided by the gentlemen of 
the country between us ; fome being of opinion^ 
that my friend is deluded by an tmpoftor, who, 
though he has found fome art of gaining his fiivoor, 
is afraid to fpeak before men of more penetration ; 
and others concluding) that 1 think only London the 
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proper theatre of my abilities, and difdain to exert 
ipy genius for the praife of nifties. 

I believe, Mr Rambler, that it hasfometimef 
])appened to others, who have the good or ill for- 
tune to be celebrated for wits, to fall onder the 
fame cenfures upon the like ocpaGons ; and there- 
fore hope you will prevent any mifreprefentations 
of fuch failures, by remarking, that invention is not 
wholly at the command of its pofTeflbr ; that the 
power of pleafing is very often obftruded by the 
dedre; that all expe&ation leflens furprife^ bat 
without furprife there is no gaiety ; and that thole 
who defire to partake of the pleafure of wit, mofl: 
contribute to its produAion ; fince the imasination 
ftagnates without external ventilation, and the ef^ 
fervefcence of the mind, which flafhes into tranf- 

S^ort, can be raifed only by theinfnfion pf di(Iim|« 
ar ideas. 
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fpfa quoque afflHuo fal^ntur tempora motu^ 
Non /ecus ac^ fitmn; .nequ^ p^tm cgnfifi^re fiumeny 
Nee levis hora pot eft ; fed ut tmda taptliitur -unddf 
Urgeturque prior venientCy urgetque prior emy 
Tempera fie fugiunt pariter, parit^fi^c /equuntun 

Ovid. 

• 

^' -T Ifc (feys Seneca)' is a voyagey in the pro- 
*^ I grcfsof which we are perpetually chan- 
^ •**^ ging our fcenes ; we firir feave childhood 
*^ behind os^ then youth^ then the yean of ripened 
'^ manhood, then uie latter and move igil^ti'^'^A^^- 
VoL. IV. A a "^"^ ^ 
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^' of old age." Theperufal of this paflkge having 
excited in me a train of refledlions on the Hate of 
man, the incefTant flu6tuation pf his wifhes^ the 
gradual change of hit difpcution^ to all external ob- 
}t&Sf and the thoughtlefTnefs with which he floats 
along the dream of time^ I funk into a dumber a- 
roidu my n^ditatiqns ; an^ on s^ftidden found my 
ears filled jwith the'tumukof labour^ the fhouts-^ 
alacrity, the fhrieks of alarm, the wbilUe of winds, 
and the dafh of waters. « 

- * • - ■ 

My aftonifliment for a time repreiled my curiofi- 
ty : but foon recovering my (elf (o far as to inquire 
whither we were going, and what was the cauie of 
fuch clamour ^nd coufufioa, i was told, tliat tbey 
were lanching out into the Ocean of Life ; that we 
had already palled the ftraits or Infancy, in 
which multitudes had perifhed ; fome by the wcak- 
nefs and fragility of their vef&ls, and more by the 
folly, perverfenefs, or negligence of thole who un- 
dertook to fleer them ; and that we were now on 
the main Tea, abandoned to the winds and billows, 
without any other ineans of (eci^irity, than the care 
of the pilot, whom it was always, it^ our power to 
chufe among ^reat numbers that'dfered their direc* 
tion and afliftance. 

I thcii looked round with anxious eagern^fs ; and 
firrt turning ray eyes behind me, faw a ftream flow- 
ing through flowery iflands, which thofe who were 
failing along feemed to behold with pleafure ; but 
no fooner touched^ than the current, which, though 
not noify ox turbulent, was yet irrefiflible, bore 
them away. Beyond thefe iflands all was darknefs ; 
nor could any of the pafTengers d^fcribe the fhore at 
^^ch he fir(t emji^rked. 
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Before me, and on ctich fide, was an expanfe of 
waters violently agitated^ and covered with fo thick 
a mil\f that the rood perfpicacious eye could fee but 
a little way. It appeared to be full of -rocks and 
whirlpools ; for many funk uncxpededly while 
they were courting the gale with fiill fails, and in- 
fulting thofe whom they had left behind. So nu- 
merous indeed were the dangers, and (b thick the 
darknefs, that no caution could confer (ccurity. 
Yet there were many^ who, by falfe intelligence, 
betrayed their followers Into whirlpools, or by vio- 
lence pufhed thofe whom they found in their way 
againft the rocks. 

The current was invariable end infurmountable : 
but though it was impofTible to fail agoinft it, or to 
return to the place that was once pafled ; yet it 
was not lb violent as to allow no opportunities for 
dexterity or courage ; fmce, though none could re- 
treat back from danger, yet they might often avoid 
it by oblique direction. 

It was, however, not very common to (leer with 
much care or prudence : for, by fome univerfal in* 
fatuation, every man appeared to think himfelf fafe, 
tliough he faw his coniorts every -moment Gnking 
hmnd him ; and no fooner- had the waVcs clofed o- 
ver them, than their fate and their- mffbondndl were 
forgotten ; the voyage was purfued with the fame 
jocund confidence ; every man congratulated him-' 
(elf upon the fonndnefs of his veflel, and believed 
himfelf able to ftem the whirlpool in which his friend 
was fwallowed, or glide over the rocks on which 
he was dafhed : nor was it often obferved, that the 
fight of a wreck made any man change his couHe ; 
or if he tamed afide for a moment^ Va &qtl Vs^^^- 
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the rodder^ and left him&lf agoia to the di^lal 
of chance. 

This negligence did not proceed from indifie- 
rence, or fiom wearinefi ot their pre(ent coodir 
tion s for not one of thofe who thus rofhed npoB 
deftruftion, fiuled, ■ when he was finkingj to call 
loudly upon his aflbdates for that help which could 
not now be given him ; and ^nany ip^^ ^^^ 1^ 
moments in cautioning others agamfi the folly, by 
which they were intercepted in the midfl: of their 
courfe. Their benevolence was fometimos prai&di 
but their admonitions were unregarded* 

The veilels in which we had embarked, were 
confeiledly unequal to the turbulence of the (beam 
of life, and were vifibly impaired in the courfe of 
the voyage ; So that every pailenger was certain, 
that, how long fbever be ml^ht, by fiivourabk- 



cidents, or bv inceilant vigilaioce, : be prcfoved^ ht 
mud fink at laft. 

This neceffity of periihlag. might have been es- 
pedfid to fadden the gaiy, Sad intimidate the di* 
ring; at leaft to keep the melancholy and timorous 
in perpetual torments, and hinder them from any 
enjoyment of the varieties and gratifications whidi 
nature offered them as the folace of their labours. 
Yet in effedt none ieemed lefs -to-ezpea defbudion^ 
than thole to whom it was moft dieadfol. They ail 
had the art of .concealing their danger from then^ 
lelves ; and thole who knew their inability to bear 
the fight of the terrors that embarrafled theirway, 
took care never to look forward, but found fbme 
amufement for the prefent moRMot^ and geohcrayy 

entertained 
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entevtmed tlici«(e)vj(» l^:playkig-witb Hope^ who 
was die confiant aflbcaate of the voyag& of life«' 

Yet all that'HaPE ventured to proni&i oftwim 
tbofe whom (be favoured moft, was,, not -that -they 
ihoiikJ efcape, but that they (hould fink laft ; and 
with this promife every- one was fatisfied, thoHgb 
he laughed at the reit for feeming to believe tt« 
H0PB9 indeed, , ieeiaed to mocL the credulity of 
her oompanions : for in proportion as theirveileb 
grewleaky^ (he redoubled her aflcuFancesdfiafety) 
and none were more bufy in making provisions for . 
a long voyage, than they whom all but them-»- 
feivei (aw Ukely to perifli foon by Irreparable de* 
cay. 

In the midft of the current of life was the Gm^ 
£^ lNTEMPBRA«NCB> a dfeadful- whirlpool, in* 
terfperfed witl»rocks>.of wbipb the pointt were 
concealed under water<; and <he tops were cover* 
ed with herbage, on which Ease Tpreadcoochci 
ef repoie; and with fliades,- where Pjlsasurb 
warbled the fong of invitation. Within fight of 
thefe Tocks all who fiuled on> the ocean of life, were 
nece&rily to pafs. Reason, indeed, was ak 
ways at hand to fleer- the pafiengers through the 
luurtovt outlet by which they might efcape : but 
very I few could, ^by her entreaties or remonflraa* 
ces, be indaced to put the rudder into her hand> 
without flipukusng that flie (hould approach Co near 
the rocks of Pleasure, that they might Iblaoe 
themfeives with a fliort enjoyment of that delicious 
region; after which they always determined to. 
purfue their courfe without any other deviation. 

Reason was too.oitcn prevailed dpoa Cb fociM 
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tilde pronufes, as to venture her trharge withiof the 
eddy of thegolpbof Intemperance; where in- 
deed the circumvolution was wealc^ but yet inter- 
rnpted the courfe of the ve (Tel^ and drew it, by in- 
feoGble rotations, towards the centre. Reason 
then always repented her temerity, and with all 
her force eiideavoared to retreat : but the draught 
of the gulph was generally too (Irong to be over- 
come ; and the pauenger having danced in circles 
with a pleafing and giddy velocity, at laft was 
overwhelmed and lo(i. Thofe few whom Reason 
was able to extricate, generally received fo many 
(hocks from the points which (hot out from the 
rocks of Pleasure, that they were unable to 
continue their courfe wiih the fame ftrength and Ri- 
cility as before ; but floated along timoroufly and 
feebly, endangered by every breeze, and Hiatter- 
ed by every ruffle of the Water, till they funk by 
flow degrees, after long ftraggles and innumerable 
expedients ; always repining at their owft folly, 
and warning others againft the firft approach to 
the gulph of Intemperance. 

There were artifts who profeiled to repair the 
breaches and flop the leaks of the veflels which 
had been (battered on the rocks of Pleasure ; 
many appeared to have great confidence in their 
fkill, and fome indeed were prelerved from fink« 
ing, who had received only a fingle bloW: but I 
remarked, that few vefTels lafted long which bad 
been much repaired ; nor was it found, that the 
artifts themfelves continued afloat longer than thofe 
who had lead of their afCfbuice. 

The only advantage, which, in the voyage of life, 
the cautious had above the negligent, was, that 
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they funk later and more fuddenly : for they pt^fC' 
ed forward till they had foroetimes (een all tbofe 
in whofe company they had ifTucd from the ftraitt 
oflNFANCYy perifh in the way ; and at laft were 
overfet by a crofs breeze, without the toil of re- 
fidance, or the anguiOi of expectation : bat facb 
as had been battered upon the rocks of Plea- 
sure, commonly funk by (enfible degrees, con- 
tended long with the encroaching waters, and har- 
raffed themfelves with labours that icarce Hope 
herfelf could flatter with fuccefs. 

As I was looking upon tlie various fate of the 
multitude about mc, I was fuddenly alarmed with 
an admonition from fome unknown power, ^* Gaze 
^' not idly upon others, when thou thylelf art 
^' finking. Whence is this thoughtlefs tranqoil- 
^^ lity, when thou and they are equally endanger* 
'^ ed f" I looked ; and feeing the gulph of Iif* 
TEMPERANCE bcforc me, darted and waked. 
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Scire vdunt fecreta dorms^ atque inde timeri. 

Juv. 



CUriofity is one of the permanent and certain 
charadteriftics of a vigorous intelleA^ to 
which every advance into knowledge opens 
new profpedSy and produces new incitements to 
farther pTogrefs. All the attainments pofTible 
in our prefent (late are evidently inadeauate to our 
capacities of enjoyment. Conqueft ierves no o- 
ehcrpurpoie than that of ktadrin^«sc&A>X^^\ ^^^ 
Vol. IV. BV) w^^x^ 
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covery has no e£Pe^ but of railing expectation ; 
the gratification of one deCre encourages another ; 
and after all our labpurS| ftudies, and inquiries, 
we are always at the fame diftance from the com- 
pletion of our fchemesy have ftill fome wi(h im- 
portunate to be fatisfiedi and fome faculty reftlefs 
and mutinous for want of employment. 

The defire of knowledge, though jt is very of- 
ten animated by extrinfic and adventitipus motives, 
leems on many occafions to operate without fub- 
ordination to any other principle. We are de« 
ilrous of feeing and of hearing, without any inten- 
tion of referring our obfervations to a farther end; 
we climb a mountain for a profpeft of the plain ; 
we run to the flrand in a ftorm, that we may con- 
template the agitations of the water ; we range 
from city to city, without intending to learn ar- 
chitecture or fortification ; we crofs (eas only to 
view nature in nakednefs, or magnificence in ruins; 
wc are equally allured by novelty of every kind, 
by a defart or a palace, a cataradt or a cavern ; by 
every thing rude and every thing polifhed, every 
thing great and every thing little ; we do not fee 
a thicket without fohie temptation to enter it, nor 
remark an infedl flying before us, without an in? 
clination to purfue it. 

This paflion is, perhaps, regularly heightened 
Jn proportion as the powers of the mind are ele- 
vated and enlarged, Lucan has therefore intro- 
duced Cefary fpeaking with dicnity fuitable to the 
, grandeur of his defigns,. and the extent of his ca- 
pacity, when he declares to the High Pricft of 
Egypty that he has no defire equally powerful with 
that of finding the origin of the Nilni and that he 
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would quit all iht projed^fl of the civil war, for a 
fight -of' thole fountains whkh, had been fo long 
cohcealod^ And- Homers when he would furnilh 
the Sirens with a temptation, to which his hero^ 
renowned for wifdom, might yield without dif- 
grace, makes them declare, that none ever depart- 
ed from them without increafe of knowledge 

There i» indeed fcarce any kind of idea] ao^ 
quirement which may not be applied to fome ufe, 
or which may not at lead gratify vaqiiy with an 
appearance of fuperiority. But whoever attends 
the motions of his own mind, will find', that, upon 
the £r(i appoaranc< of an objeA, or the &ri\ iiart 
of a q)M(lion^ hV^ inolination to a nearer view, or 
more accurate difeuffioi|, precedes iill thoughts of 
profit, or of competition ; and that his defites take 
wing 'by jBliantaneoas impulfe, though their flight 
may be invigorated) or. then: efforts renewed,' by 
didaht confide'ratidDS. The gratification of' cun- 
ofity father frees us from uneafinefs, than confers 
pleaftire; we are m'ortf pained- by ignorance, tha<i 
dcirgWted by inflru^ioti.- Curiofity is the thirft of 
the foul by which we^mre inftamed and tormented^ 
and which makes us tafte every thing with ]of, 
however otherwife infipid> by which it may be 
quenched. 

It is evident, that the earlieft fearchers aftet 
knowledge mufl have propoied knowledge only as 
tfieir reward ; and that Science^ thoiigli perhaps 
the nurfeling of Intereft, was the daughter of Ca^ 
•riofity. It is not likely, that they who firft Watch- 
ed the courfe of t)ie ftkrs, forelawthe ui^ of tbeir 
difcoveries to the facilitation of commerce, or the 
menfuration of time. The^ ^u^ My£^^\^>2^ 
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the fplendour of the nodomal (Ides ; they faunA, 
that the lights changed their places ; what they ad- 
miredi they were anxious to u^hderftand^ and in 
time traced their revolutions. 

There are indeed beings in the form of men, 
who appear fatisfied with their intelle^ual poflef- 
fions^ and feem to live without defire of enlarging 
their conceptibns ; before whom the world pafles 
without notice^ and who are equally unmoved by 
nature or by art. 

This negligence is (bteetimes only the tempo- 
rary cffc&. of a predominant pai&on, A hArer 
finds no inclination to travel any path^ but that 
which leads to the habitation of his miftrefs ; a 
trader can fpare little attention to common occor- 
rencesy when his fortune is endangered by a dorm. 
It is frequently the confequence of a total immer« 
fion in fenfuality, and of corporeal pleafures in- 
dulged till the memory of every other kind of liap- 
pinefs is obliterated. The mmd long habitualed to 
a lethargic and quiefcent (late^ is unwilling to 
wake to the toil of thinking; and though (he may 
fometimes be difturbed by the bbtrufion of new i* 
ideas, (brinks back again to ignorance and reft. 

^ But indeed, if we except them t6 whom the con- 
tinual necedity of procuring the dipports of life 
denies all opportunities of deviation from the track 
pre(cribed them, the number of fuch as live with- 
out the ardour of inquiry, is very fmall ; thougk 
many content themfelves with cheap amulements^ 
and wafie then: lives in rdfearches of no import- 
ance* 
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There is no fnare more dangerous to bufy and 
CKCurfive minds, than the cobwebs of petty inqni* 
fitivenefs ; which entangle them in trivial employ- 
ments and minute ftudies, and detain them in a 
middle (late between the tedioufnefs of total inac- 
tivity, and the fatigue of laborious efforts ; en- 
chant them at once with eafe and novelty^ and vi- 
tiate them with the luxury of learning. The ne- 
ceffity of doing fomethingy and the fear of under- 
taking much, (Inks the hiftorian to a genealogift, 
the philofopher to a journalift of the weather^ and 
the mathematician to a conftruder of dials* 

It is happy when thoie who cannot content 
themfelves to be idle, nor refolve to be indu(lKou)Sy 
are at lead employed without injury to others : 
but it feldom happens, that we can contain our- 
felves long in a neutral Aate, or forbear to fink 
into vice, when we are no longer fonring towards 
virtue. 

Nugaculus was difHnguUhed in his earlier ye.flrt 
t>y an uncommon livelinefs of imagination, quick- 
nefs of fagacity, and extent of knowledge. Ha- 
ving pafled through the ufnal methods of education, 
he entered into life, and applied bimfelf with par- 
.ticular application to examine the various motives 
of human adHons, the complicated influence of 
mingled afledtions, the different modifications of 
intereft and ambition, and the various caufes of 
milcarriage and fuccefs both in public and private 
affairs. 

Though his firiends did not difcover to what pur- 
pofe all thefe ob(ervations were coUeded, or how 
Nugaculus would mu€li unpxw^ >ma Nvvxxift. qx^>^ 
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fortune, by an inceflant attention to changes of 
coantenance, burfts of inconfiderattOli) falTies of 
paffion, and all the other cafoalties by which be 
nled to trace a character ; yet they couki not deny 
the (ludy of human nature to be worthy of a wile 
man. They therefore flattered bis vanity, applauded 
his dilcoveries, and llftened with attentive fubmir- 
fion to his le^res on the uncertainty of incUnation, 
the weakbefs of relblves, and the indabiKty of 
temper ; his difplay of the various motives which 
agitated the mind, and his lidkule' of the modern 
dream of a ruling paifion. - ■ 

Such was the firft incitemetit tf Nugaculus to a 
dofe infpedlion into the co^Hift of Unkind. ' He 
had no interefliin view, arid therefore no defign 
of fupplantation ; he had no malevolelice, and 
therefore detedted faults without any intention to 
expofe them : but having once found the art of en- 
gaging his attention upon'others, he had Ao in* 
clti^ation to call it back to bimielf ; but has palled 
his time in keeping a watchful eye upoii every riling 
chara^er, and lived upon a Imikltelbte without 
any thought of increafing it. 

He iS) by continual application, become a ge- 
neral mailer offecret hiftory ;' and can give an ac- 
count of the intrigues and private marriages, com- 
petitions and fh-atagems, of half a century. He 
knows the mortgages upon every man*8 eftate, the 
terms upon which every fpendthrift raifes his mo- 
ney, the real and reputed fortune of every lady^ 
the jointure ftipulated by every contra^, and the 
expe^ations of every £imily from maiden aunts 
and chiJdlefs acquait\lances. He can relate the e- 
coflojny of every hoMfe) VitioHi^ Vwyn tkq^^ wie 
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man^s cellar is robbed by his butler^ and the land 
of another underlet by his iteward : he can tell 
v/here the manor- houfe is falling, though large • 
fums are yearly paid for repairs ; and where the 
tenants are felling woods without the confent of 
the owner. 

To obtain all this intelligence, he is inadvertent- 
ly guilty of a thoufand ads of treachery. He fees 
no man's (ervant without draining him of his trud ; 
he enters no family without flattering the children 
into difcoveries ; he is a perpetual ^y upon the 
doors of his neighbours ; and knows, by long ex- 
perience, at whatever dllbnce, the looks of a cre- 
ditor, a borrower, a lover, and a pimp. 

Nugaculus is not ill-natured ; and therefore his 
induftry has not hitherto been very mifchievous to 
others, or dangerous to himfelf. But as he cannot 
enjoy this knowledge but by diicovering it ; and, 
if he had no other motive to loquacity, is obliged 
to traffic like the chymids, and purcha(e one fecret 
with another^ he is every day more hated as he is 
more known : he is confidered by great numbers, 
as one who has their &me and their happinefs in 
his power, and no man can much love him of 
whom he lives in feart 

Thus has an intention, innocent at firft, if not 
laudable, the intention of regulating his own be* 
haviour by the experience of others, betrayed 
Nugaculus not only to a foolifh, but vicious wafte 
of a life, which might have been honourably pafled 
in public fervices or domeftic virtues. Such is the 
fate of all cxceffive deOres, and fuch the confe- 
quence of giving up the mind to employments thai^^ 
cnjjrofs^ bot do not improve \t. 
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TT—Nlhil efl. quod credere dc fi 
Non pojptr-^^^ 

Juv. 

TH& ftppitcipt infttfficien^y of every Indivi* 
dual to bb own happinefii or (afety, com* 
pels 03 to leek from one another ailiftance 
and fapport ; and not only the nec^flity of joint 
efforts tor the tsecution. .ol , any grqit or extenfive 
Vol. IV. G q ^^^j^v 
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^efign, but the variety of powers difleminated ii| 
fbe fpepiesy and the proportion between the defeats 
and excellencies of difiPerent p^fons^ demands an 
interchange of help^ ana communication of enjoy-^ 
ments^ and^ by frequent reciprocations qf bencQ- 
ccnce, unites mankind in fodety and friendlhip. ; 

If it can be imagined, that there ever was a time 
when the inhabitants of any country were in a (late 
of equality, i| is reafoqable to believe^ that every 
man was then loved in proportion as he could con- 
tribute, by his ftrength or his (kill, to the fupply of 
natural wants ; that there was little room for peeviili 
diilike, or capricious favour ; that the afiedlion 
then admitted into the heart, was rather efteem than 
tendernefs ; and that kindnefs was only purchaled 
by benefits. But when, by force or policy, by 
wifdom or by fortune, dKtin^ion and fuperiority 
were introduced and e(lab|ifhed, apd many were 
condemned to labour for the fupport of a few, they 
whofe pofTefltons' fwelled above their wants, natn* 
rally laid out their fuperfluities upon pleaftire ; and 
they who could no longer be employed in efiential 
affairs, nor purchafe friendfhip by neceflary offices, 
endeavoured to promote their intereft by new 
gratifications, and to create wants which they might 
be courted to fupply. 

The defires of mankind are fb much more nn- 
merous than their enjoyments^ and the capacity of 
real or imaginary poilelljon fo much too large to be 
filled up, that ho power of beftowing can ifatisfy esir 
pe)5lation } ^nd every diUant appearance of advan- 
tage muft'excite ftruggles and competitions. That 
which can be obtained only by one, will be defired 
bf /QuJritudesi ^h\le Uiete are multitudes anfatls*- 
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fied with their alldtment t and he who cannot hope 
to fucCeed by reisil fervices, and either finds no room 
for th^ exertion of higher qualities, or perceives 
himfeif excelled by his rivals> will have recourfe td 
other expedients, endeavour tO become agreeable 
where he cannot be important, and leairn, by de- 
grees, to number the art of pleafing among the mo({ 
ufeful (ludies and valuable attainments. 

This artji like Others, is cultivated in proportioii 
to its ufe; and will always flourifh mod where it is 
niofl rewarded. For this reafon we find it pra^iied 
with great afliduity under abfolute governments^ 
where honours and riches are in the hands of ond 
man, whom all therefore endeavour to propitiate; 
and wbo foon becomes (b much accuftomed to 
compliance and ofiicionfnefs, as not eafily to find^ 
in the mofl: delicate addrefs, that novelty which is 
neceflary to procure attention. 

It is dlfcovered by d very few experiments, that ncf 
man is much pleafed with another, who does not 
increafe, in ibme refped, his fondnefs of himfeif^' 
And therefore he that endeavours rather to be led 
forward to profperity by the gentle hand of favour^ 
than to force his way by labour and merit, indft ra- 
ther cohfider how to difplay his patron*s excellen- 
cies than his own ; that whenever be approaches^ 
he may fill the imagination with pleafing dreams,, 
and chafe away difguftand wearinefs by a perpetual 
fucceilioa of delightful images. 

This may, indeed, fbmetimes be efPedted by turfi* 
ing the attention upon advantages which are really 
pofleiled^ and uj>on profpeds which Reafon fpreads 
kfore Hope : for whoever c3a;k\sx^xt^^^^%>Q9K^v' 
C c z ^'^^ 
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nefs of others, has generaUy^ either from nature or 
fW>in fortane, gifts which he may review with fi- 
tisfiidtion, and of which he will feldom be diipleaibil 
tlttt be is recalled to the co&templatioii* 

Bat thofe who have once degraded thdr nnder* 
ftanding to an application only to the paffions^ ami 
who have learned to derive hope from any other 
fources than induftry and virtue, feldom retain d^«- 
alty and magnanimity fuffictent to fecnre them «- 
gainft the conftant recurrence of temptation to fiiUe* 
Sood. He that is too defirous to be loved, will 
feon learn to flatter ; and when he has esfaaofled 
all the variations of honeft praife, and can deli^ 
no longer with the civility of truth, he will invent 
new topics of panegyric, and break out in r^usca 
nt virtues and beauties conferf e d by himlflfi 

The drudgeries of dependence would indeed be 
aggravated by hopeleflhefs, if no indulgence waa 
allowed to adulation* He that will obfiinately con* 
fine his patron to hear only the commencbtiont 
lyhich he deierves, will foon be forced to give Wf 
to others that regale him with more eompaft of 
mufic. The greateft human virtue bears no pro- 
portion to human vanity. We always think oor* 
lelves better than we are, and are generally defirout 
that others fliould think us ftill better than we think 
ourfelves. To praife ns for a^ons or difpoGttona 
which deferve praife, is not tocpnfo a benefit, but 
to pay a tribute. We have always pretenfions to 
fame, which in onr own hearts we know to be dis- 
putable, and which we are defirous to (bengthen by 
anew fufFrage; we have always hopes which we 
fufped to be fallacious, and therefore eagerly ihafdi 
at every confirmation* 

It 
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It may indeed be proper to make the fird ajH 
proaches under the condud of Truth, and to fecure 
credit to future encomiums, by fuch praife as may 
be ratified by the confcience : but the mind once 
habituated to the lufcioufnefs of eulogy, becomes in 
a fliort time nice and fadidious ; and, like a vitiated 
palate, if inceilantly calling for higher grs^tificatio^s^ 

It is fcarcely credible, how far diicernment m^y 
be dazded by the mill of pride, apd undvrilanding 
in&tuated by the intoxication of flattery ; or ho\|f 
low the genius may ddcend by fnccefllve gradation 
of icrvility, and how fwifUy it m^y fall dqwn thq 
precipice of falfehood* No mgn opi indeed ob&rvf; 
without indigpation, on what names, both of an-. 
QCKt mi. modem times, the ntmoit exuberance of 
praife has been Uvifhed^ and by what h^ds it baf 
been beftowed. It has never yet been found, tbg^ 
the tyrant, the plundmr, lbs oppreflbr, the moil 
hateful of the hatefol, the mofl pro^igaie of the pro^ 
fligate, have wanted the celebrations which they 
were willing to purcbafe i or that wickednefs an^ 
folly have not found correfponde|it batterers thropg^ 
all their fubordinations, except when they have been 
aflbciated with avarice or poverty, and have wanted % 
cither inclination or abili^ to hire a panegyrifL 

As there is no chara^ fo deformed as to fright 
away from it the proftitutes of praifif, these is na 
degree of enconiaftic veneration which pride has re^^ 
fuied. The emperors of Rome fuffered themfelvcs 
to be wodhipped in their lives with temples and al- 
tars : and, in an a^ more e^lighteped, the termp 
peculiar to the praife and worfhip of the Supreme 
Being, have been applied to wretches whom it was 

the reproach of htunanity to wsibcaL ^sm^^'c&K^r 
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and whom nothing buft riches or power hindered 
thofe that read or wrote their deification , ftcftti 
hnnting into the toils of jufKcej as difturbers of the 
peace of tiature. 

Ther^ are indeed many amo^ng the poetical flat« 
tererSy who muft be refigned to infamy without vin*. 
dication, and whom we mull confefs to have de- 
ferted the caufe of virtue for pay ; to have commit- 
ted, againft full convidion, the crime of oblitera- 
ting the diftindlions between good and evil ; and 
inftead of oppofing the encroach^ientjl of Vic^, to 
have incited hei^ progrefii, and celebraitecf her con- 
qnefts. But there is a lower clafs of fycopbants^ 
ivhofe underftanding has not made them capable of 
equal guilt. Every man of high rank is furrodnded 
with numbers, who have no oth^r rtle of thought 
or action, than his maxims an'd his condud ; whom 
the honour of being numbered among his acquaint-' 
ance, reconciles to all his vices and all his abfurdi- 
ties t and who eafily perfuade themfelves to efleem 
him^ by whole regard they confider themfelveS as 
diftinguiihed and exalted. 

It is dangerous for mean minds to venf ufe them- 
felves within the fphere of greathefs^ Stupidity is 
loon blinded by the fplendour of wealth, and cow- 
ardice is eafily fettered in the (hackles of depedd^ 
ence. To folicit patronage, is, at lead in the event, 
to (et virtue to fale. None can be pleafed without 
j^raife, and few can be praifed without falfehood ; 
few can be adiduous without fervility, and none 
^an be fervile without corruption. ,, - - ^-~ 
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